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.+ trout, the '‘bread-and-butter” fish for che

Emil Dean:
Catches Fish
By the Tons

MANISTFE

Somoom once ssid that gill nets ware the most efficient

method of fishing known to man. Or maybe it was grenades.
1 don't recail. But in case of a douht, I nominate Emil Dean.

1 always knew he was & good fisherman. And as a profes-
sional charterboat skipper and stwelhead ‘:ulda. he tishas
moat every day the weather allaws. But 1 didn't realize just
how successful_he was at it until the other day.

We were rolling along Lake Mlcﬂg;n’s swalls between -

lake trout aboard Dcan's craft, tha Mary E, and I weat
down into the cabin te fetch a beer or two.
1 spied Dean’s carefully loggod record book on the con-

sole and, since trolling along anywhere without fish is bor.
Ing, in my humble opinion, I sat down for a mmuu o -

peruse the skipper's past history. ‘

Thirty minutes, 8 couple scraps.of paper and some scrib-
bling Iater, I sat back in wonderment.

From April to October last year, fishirg first out of South
Havep for Inkers, brown trout, spring coho and the occa-
sional chinook and stecthead — and then from his home port
of Mlninlee lor more lakers, bigger cohos, chinook and the
odd’ brown — Dean's Mrry E had taken aboard close
o 1,200 'uh Tm‘- sirictly houk and line fisbing, mind you.

$0 FIGURE IT vut for vourself. Daan toid me once he

figured the average fish his pmlu caught weighed seven tc

eight pounds. That's probably close. Most Iakers weigh
more today and cohos (eounﬂn; the smuller spring variety)
Iul. Browns are usually less than thut and chinook much

n:: at, let's say, seven pounds, it totals out at 3,400

Get that! More than four TONS of fish were boated in
1974 of! u\o Mary E!

That, of course, doesn’t even take into account the stesl-
head ha llku fall and winter on the Big Maeistes or the 81.
Jos Rivers. They arop’t as numerous, caturaily, but Dean’s
own mark i3 & fish topping ?1 pounus. (He even caught tha
l..lll ‘record whitefisk thll year, a bixh weighiag more than

inds.)
at price this luccesl? Perseverance, Dean says . . .
sicking to it when the going’s rough. Paying attention to
water temperatures (the lhermocllno), punlcuhﬂy for lake
all

Greedy Iake trout actually hit two spoons at once
for Emil Dean.

okay, too, often fished alonc on thc line. The plugs are
:lnully )milin( cowbell attractors (*Jear designs and makes

For cohos later un, he uses Dodger -nd streamer combi-
nations almost exclusively.

OUR LUCK THIS DAY was probsbly a little below the
norm. After & long morning drouth, one 11-pound laker waa
hauled aboard by Bill lomllolSoutMleld Bmtmrhck
Boswall followed with a xix or seven.pound coho that
grabbed a Fireplug as it was being lowered on the downrig.
ger.

Then we waited . . . and waitéd . . . and eventually a
small flurry of Iakers hit and two morc were boated, John

of Livonis the first one. Mate Ra
Cornell slipped the 1anding net under the final fish just
before qulting time,

l( wunt s big haul, to be sure, just five fish Dean's

depths, trolling speeds and lures.

Right now, he says the best oumhinations for lakers
seem to be Firepluge or Rattle Tudpollm in the greenish
{fluorescent colors.

Manistes Wobblers and other smeller, thin spoons are

number, accurding to the log book, i<
|bout nine or 10. Figuring a half-dozen break-offs or tripped
plugs where the fish didn't get hocked, and that's a load of .

" action for any full day's trolling,

1 guess I just hadn’t realized huw deadly a hook and line
can be in (he hands of the right men.

MONS 030911



BY TOM OPRE
Pree Press Ovidesr Writer
BOYNE FALLS — The return here this summer of the
Boyne River's Atlantic saimon has bren disasterous. But no
o:\lo 'l; ready to scrap the nmuu, program Jun yet, lam of
a e
SIava Swan, Department of Natural Relwrcea fisheries
sxpert is a big one. Just
(2 of lom- IS 000 Arlantics lrom the 1973 phnt have re-
rned.

All but six of them have dlad from some mysterious
Chuse.

And these are to be sacrificed this week tormyby.
fish disense expert from a Toronts University,

“There could be many causes for the dieoffs,” Swan
belisves, “but we're most inclined to thirk it's some kind of
environmental stress.”

Pollutants — like PCBs and DDT— couid be building in
the saimon as they swim and feed in the Great Lakes. If »o,

it could begin to effect the fish ns they undergo the rigors of *

spawning and development of sexus] glands,

“It's the most popular theory, anyway,” Swan said, ad-
mitting that the DNR had no firm idea what caused the

. disease, an iliness that starts vith spotty blemishes turning

' hopefully what the

N

into red lesions that eventuslly become biseding ulcerson

the fishes' skin,

SINCE IT'S PREVELANT on the lower jaw — often
producing sn ucunl hole in the jn\v ~— biclogists think it
may be associa cyuh some thyroid problem. “That’s

anadian elpert will determine,” ﬁwm
said, “since ha's an ondrocrine systam speciatist.”

Such loxions are characteristic of a common fish disense,
frunculous, But Swan points out that spores of that disesse
are not common to all the dying Atlantics,
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will not prove to be a future eggs source for sustaining the
runs, ali\is not lost, according to Swan.

“We can have haichery production from a protected
brood stock,” he pointed out, “‘just as we do for rainbows
and browns and, up until recently, for lake trout.” :

WAITING IN THE WINGS, too, are th- Gulllunl mlln
of Atlantics, imported from Sweden. T]
reach 70 ndl in their native nnvnronmmt and are »
m Iln locked in fvesh water, unlike the ones we've bien
Ing, the Cuclpvdil strain, which reach adulthood in
the open sea.
Some 13,000 more Cascapedia strain fish were stocked in
the 'Boyne this spring, plus 3,500 Gullspangs (some Gulls-
angs went into Guil Lake, too, to test their feasibility in
rgo iniand lakes),
Swan is confident romething wili work out.
“We need M lllh." be said, “Ihey rwa behind the
stoslhead and befere the cobos, right in the middle of the
summer fourist season. And the best tishing eccurs ot noow,

wot mum.unhmmn:m"

3 close cousin to the brown trout, another

“It It's & single cause —note bination of envi
mental damage — it's not & pathogen, ho common Virus
Bactern or " he sald Hly. “That much we

do know."

Michigan experts have nol recoversd any eggs from the
Atlantics beught in Quebec and planted Ia the Boyne and Av
Sable rivers. Only 18 survived from some 138 sbewing wp at
the. Boyne wair laat year, but they werv all males,

Yet the high number of returns, plus an angler's cre«!
success of possibly 75 lish, make biologists confident, Some
250 Nish actually represented a 2! purcent surviva) return
on the jnitia! plant of 10,000 umolu n 9.
bly with survival rates

That 8 P
for chlnnok .
But this summer's disappointing returns skow less than
30 creeled by angles in addition to the few showing up to
dis at the weir aite,

AT FIRST, BIOLOGISTS thought warmer river water
temperatures could be the cause, But an ve well
project (which now slows 800 gatlons of 47-degree water per
'Tl'lll”c‘lr) keeps the holding pond ouul nOw, yet the sal

..

“Perhaps the ‘73 plant of fish didn’t smolt ut of the
river within a week or s0, as is ncrmal,” Swan offered. But
he doesn't really belicve that himself. Maybe the young fish
were stressed when planted and dled two or three weeks
later, But there's no way to prove

Imprinting ia 1973 might have mm. 180, since blolo;lm
relensed the smolts directly Into the Boyne ratber than
holding them in the weir pond for a week or twe.

or aps open lake troliers are getting's sizable share
before the Atlantics run the river. Swan doubts it, though:.
“Most fish have been caught in the sireams,” he said,
pointing nut that even the current state record, s 29-poun’,
oneounce fish, was laken at the mouth 9t the Au Sable this
past spring.

It, indead, the chuse is

al and our Atlent!

fish that's not nltlv- to Michigan. Pritain’s sea trout, fur
instance, are simply sea-run brown trout,

“Our problem now is to isolatz the disease factor. if
possible,” Swan said, “and to ‘ind a remedy, if one exists.”
If not, Michigan will likely go t a hatchery brood stock

production which would be more limited, naturally.
“Atlantics are a seasitive fish,” Swas added, “a
Indicator rpodn. 1d like te think we can make eur -m':.‘ X
ment once agaia — In maybe $8 years . , . or
m. w| mvu = that fish Hke Atlnulu can survive

"We 'd know for suve then we’re on ihe right track. For if
fish like the Atlantics go, can other iuss sensitive species
and eventusfly mankind be too tar behind?"/,
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