Reasons the Companies Formed the
Industrial Hygiene Foundation

Exhibit No. 55

Date: January 22, 1935

Description: Letter from Vandiver Brown, Attorney for
Johns-Manville, to M.F. Judd, Raybestos-Manhattan, with
attached Memo by Brown re: Mellon Institute Symposium
on Dust Problems, Jan. 15, 1935

"It appeared that among the problems common to all
industries were the following: (2) The desirability of
making various dust diseases compensable under
properly drawn workmen's compensation laws. One
of the speakers stated that "the strongest bulwark
against future disaster for industry is the
enactment of properly drawn occupational disease
legislation". Such legislation would (a) eliminate the
jury and empower a Medical Board to pass upon the
existence of the disease and the extent of the
disability;... (c) permit the correcting of initial
mistakes in the making of awards by providing for
hearings to reduce or eliminate awards if proof
could be adduced that the claimant was not disabled
or that the extent of his disability had been
overestimated." [emphasis added]
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Jamuary 22, 1935

Mr. X. F. Judd, Secretary,
Raybestos—!anhattan, Inc.,
Bridgeport, Conn.

Re: Mellon Institute of Industrial Research
Symposium on Dust Problems

Dear ¥r. Judd:

As I indicated to you over the telephone
this afternoon, I am enclosing a copy of a memorandunm
I prepared for Y4r. Lewis HE. Brown regarding my trip to
Pittsburgh last Tuesday, January 15th, to attend the
Symposium on Dust Problems held under the auspices of
the ¥ellon Institute of Industrial Research.

Very truly yours,

Uau.cr/ Wz pa%w"?’l

Vandiver Brown
Attorney

VB:7T
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R m.e:m RE:- WELLOE INSTIYGTE OF ILDUSTRTAL
S RESEARCH SYMPOSTUH OF DUST
e — ; Paoan__ws = PITISEURCE- JAU.15, 1935

= .ot On or abont Dece:her 12, 1934 tha Kellon Insti‘nte‘
of Industrial Ressarch addreszsed letter= to same 85 industries
hn‘ring Indigtisl disease prohleu inviting then to attend a . -
©  meating to be held u.nder the .anspices of the Institnte an the ™

' ,nlSth. 43y of Jarnsary, - Ope of these invitations was received 2:7

: ‘the Asbestos Institute and, although the isbestos Institute did
' pot-aceept and was not officizlly represented, Jolms-larville B
:._ Corporation requested and ob‘bained per:ission to-send & repre- -
~sentative, “The-invitations expressiy stated tbnt 'a‘tandance
-at. this :eetd.ng need enta.i.‘!. no obli;ztion' i . S

J’ohns-!anvﬁ.le vas z'e"resented at the mt.hg by :

the- :riterorthismmm. mez:ntalyzscpeoplevere .

i present repesenting over 50 industries which had gccepted the -

o ,muﬁon of -the Kellan Instfitute. _The Nellon Institute was -
\._.-raxtly surprised at the remsrkable response 2nd it is wy

_opinion that ore camnot-find a better imtication of the serious -
pature of the prohleas 1t was the pnz-pase or theueet‘i.:g to )
< -‘disc‘u.sa. AT —— —* At

PR I s lhle to ascerta.in that the Kellon Instit::te
had been pmpted ta-call the meetins by representatives of
" the sazd and glass . and the refractories indusiries., Lepresen-.
-"tatives of these i{ndustries cenferred with ¥r. E. B. Seldlein,
) : .Directsr of ‘the Institute, and after advising kim of the pature .
ST :f ~.af their problem, af its vide-sprea.d charscter and mmerous
et et LT menacing aspects, suggested  the need-of scme form of -concerted
. <~ action -on the pert of those industries presently or potentially
oo e oo involveds - T understand that ¥r. Po ¥e Sherwood, VicewPresident
LA ; " of Owens-T1limois Glass Company and Kr, Boger PEdtchins, Presi-
e »,_' -. dexxt of “the ‘Amsrican -Refractories -Institcie, were-the persons
” “who-presected the situstion to-the Mellom Institute. kr. -
- '-' E !eidlein,mbeha]t of the In=titute, -agreed to cooperate to
- the extent of calling the xesting: and heving the represenz.atives
‘jr-z,"" “"spend dxr in Pittsburgh as the guests of the Instituts. There
G _"'":,'» sone preliminary discussion as to the possidility of using
R U theienon Institute as a clearing house for informetion &nd -
L fz._: _ rescn-chnm aspects aof the prodblem common to all fndustries-
,1:.»'* .‘: " bat. gefinite- cmnnaants wers postpaned u::tﬂ. arta- tne hold.mg
e s cf theneeti.ng : _ : AP ST

e - T am in;:ressive 1ist or cperts spocia.u.zing clal wpon
AR vu-ious n.spectaof thednstproblenattauledtheneetingsnd




delivered addresses, .Aisong these were Er. 4, C. Efrth, a
~w " lawyer asoclated with Williams, EZverszan and Kargan, a.oledo,

- . - Ohio, attorneys for Cwens-I1linocis Glass Company; IT. Eugene P,
<o 7 Pendergrass of the X-ray Laboratory, University Hospital, Phila-
Ll '-'-.‘_~?? ‘delphia; Ir. 4. Jo Lanza, Assistant Kedical Director of the -

© -7 Metropolitan Life Insurance Company; Ir. R. R. Sayers, Hedical
7. 0fficer in Charge of U, S. Public Eealth Service; Professor =
© . Ph1lip A. Drinker of the School of Public Eealth, Earvard Uni-
SIS T versitys Mre Fo Robertson Jones, General ¥ansger, Adssoclation
im0 of Casualty &nd Sarety Executives; and Mr. Donsld E, Cum=mings,
=T, Aasistant Diroctor, Sarn.nac Laboratary tor Sw.dy uf !uberculosis.

R L€757 qne pddresses delivered by these. specililists, fogether
: tith the open discussion that followed them, revealed, among other
N t‘.:ings, the very menacing character of the problem, its complex -

"nature, the uncertainties attending most of 1ts ss3pecis and the . -
.mceszity of sonme rorn afunited act.‘..on by the am.ict-ed ixxinstries

¥7 o It was nccgnizod thatsc-eupcctsctthe proble:x -
ware pea:liar t0 special Iincdustiries dut it was egqually evident
" that.other -aspects were comaon £o all,. - For example, only tro -
s formy of dust, nazely, free silica and asbestos, are delixitely
Jmorn“:o prodioce disabling fihrousis aof ¢ae lung. - Even in the
..case of these dusts the problems resalting therefwronm are quite .
© d1flarent since the Tibrosis resuliing Yroz silica is of a such”
. more.serious characfer than that Tesulting from asbestos in that
LT L the—former predisposes to tubercilosis axd is =zmch more likely to
R “have a fatal termiration. On the other-band (and .this 1llustrates
“ ‘one-of the most serious aspects of the problem- that 1s common to
R * 211 dust producing indnstries) the fact that no other dust is
.‘._':i.",-‘_ . Xnown to produce ‘disability has not prevented entirely groundless
R " elains sggregatinge millions and evern hunxdreds of millions of. A
"dollars being brought against industries which have no =ilica or
- asbestios dust harzard., For exa=ple, Dr. Lainza pointed out that .
=" no ops had -ever maintained that gypsum dust was harmftl and yet,

. ‘. i nevertheless, the gypsum industsy hed sxits pending aga.i.nst it
R W..ngdahtdnamsaffournﬂliondomrs.- S .
i T appeeryd it amony the sroblens somen to a1l
-4 " ; ?.' (1) l'ha nemaofanbulamechzai:slawersm
; N coabinzgtion with unserupulons doctars. - The -

ST T T T s nncertalinties scrrounding disgnosis of any
oo e T e 0 U of the various forms of pneumonoconiosis are
e T LT L s meany -that & -question of fact 1s presented
T T R : ;”‘_'“ 4n every-case.:. Expert testimony can be pro-
oL e duced:by both pl&intiﬁ'and,de.rmdantunit
is-for the jury to decide whose experis are

‘ _~~ e .00 5219
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» ‘-correct 1.n thelir mterpretationz. In making - :
. this decisian, the jury is not iikely to favor -
-~ - _the opinion ot the ezperts producedbythe
<L '_.{ ‘ “player. sl ‘, R .

.. - (2) The desira.bmty or la.!d.ng urious dnst .
© - ... diseases compensable undar properly drawn
.. . 'workmenfs. compensation lxws, . One of the - -
o Yo ..l speskers stated that "the strongest bulwari
LT . =17 against fature disaster for industry is ths B
A Sl 2. enactment of properly dnm occupational - .
Coe i s T e L - dlsense leglislation?, - mchlegislntionmld ,
S Ll (e) eliminate the jury and-ezpower a ledicnl '
L. UL, | Board to pass upon the exisience of the .
T LY disease -and the extent of the diuhility, . -
e e (b)) elixinats the shyster lavyer and the :
- sl v - quack doctar since fees would be stoictl
<o w7 ldmited by the law; and (c) permit the carrect—
, L i dng of indtial n:Lsta.ka ' 4{n the meking of o
o7 i L avards by providing £ heu-i:ga to raduco R
\—".. .~ -7 == . that the claimgnt wis not d.iuhled ar that . . -
S ,’: -the extent- or his diuhilityhad b.cnover—
- \ Sl estimzad. _:_.';_..;. S - DT
(3) Probleas v: mt‘_.ation, é.ust eollacting and
z.l:.nimtion, &nd respiratcry defices. o

-

- (L) The establ{shirg of ‘standards (a) for dust )
e T ’ eounting end particle size determination, - S
L - .0 7. (b) for the taking of X-rzys for disgnostic =
- 207 uge,und (e) for the interpretation of the
. o : nrkixgs cntb.aﬁ.lns yrodncad.
Tl L SRR .~1ttheclnse ofthe disa:ssiana!r. Iurtz, W.ee-
et Praident -of American Refractories Corporation, made a motion
T that Xr. ¥11lliszm P, Tant, Chairman of the mesting appeint 2
.. nominating commities who would nominats 2 group of individuals
‘to serva 43 & coxities for the formniation of mays and means
7 to dring sbout effective cooperztion of some character belween
» - the warious industries for meeting znd combatirg those phases
©. © .. of the dust problem commcn to all. ' This . notion was carried
lin i - and a Bominating Committee appointed which retivred and apen
T 7 returming presented- to.the meeting the nzmes of seven individnsls
© %o act as su.ch Comzittee, - Fo other nemes having been placed
T in po=ination, the following wene electsd to act as the cumztee

" and repart back to the various industries and groups represented
- attbsuetingartathontheinﬁtatimhadbeenoﬂgimlly

;: M. . .
..7005220




mediver Brown '-eprese..t...zg Asbestos, Cork and !on—!eta.llic

D:. B. D. Seklatts._la re:resentizx Chmiml% Ab-t.siv'e%,il Allays
ar>ous netils -

-_E. Ca Jonez npz'esenting Fonndri.ea L

“.;A. w. &ervoad representing class Sud, Gramd Sand a.nd Glass

: .A. .T. Gen‘.:.balt: representﬁ.ng Iran, szeal am! Orea : P

i I ezplsincdtuthectbar ncubcsufthetouittee
t!ntIh:dbeenaenttotbeueﬁag sole]:asm-o‘bmmd

hsd 2o anthority froa Johns-danville Corporation to 2ccept
" mesbership on tha Comzittee ard cerisinly monme ﬁ-mtheubestos

Ipdustsy 22 . a-whole, - I was urged, however, to.meet with the j

’.-v..Ccuitteea:ﬂagreed 40 do so on the condition that I might -
© - withdraw 4f-gpproval of xy serving in that cspacity shouid mt
7 be fortheoming., I pointad ocut that mermbers -of the isbestos -
- - Industey d1d4 noturetobe&saociated!.ntheuniznrthembuc
. or of employees with those indnstries whose problem was &llicosis
. apd that for this reasom I feli-thare might be-some opiositicn to
: ,ha?iza“ 2. .represantitive of the Asbestos Industry working with

thex, ~-I.41¢.Indfcate, however, that I reilirzed mmerous aspects
ofmmuwmthemandmzﬁeoopmuonmldbe
worked cut xithout an unxine amunt of publicity, Joms-Nsnville
Corpcration and parhaps the Asbestos Ipdustry ha a whole, vuuld
in all l4kelihood be be willing to. cooperste. "It was the opinion.

" of the Cammittee that thisccndiﬁwmldmtmsent&xv

memble d!..’ricnltya : --71:‘ SERE ".'-' -
R !r. cher Eit::hins, Proside:t of j.mria.n ‘Re.“rsctar

"'.Lcsmzﬁtate,mndecbaimnofthewtteem&nelda'

neeting Tuesdiy eveninyg sfter the close of the Symposium. Nr.
Bitexing was desigmated to0 meet with ¥r, ¥Weldlein of the Nellon
Institute and ask hiz to make & proposal In definite and conerete

. forx as . to the wammer in whick the Mellon Institute =ight be

sble-to assist the various industries for & fee of $25,000.

"' When this proposal has been received and approved by the members

of the Committee, it will de subumitted to the various industries
with the recommendsticn that. 1t.be accepted and that the warious
4ndnstries or individual corporations agree to stand good for 2
propertionate ;uuunt of -tbe Tes not i.n e:::css of a &eﬁ.ni.,e




T - P (d) mo digesﬁng of tha 1313 of the mim statas

ff'_"; -1 .iim, 0P -the establishment of fixed standards and

S ~ '--' Y pramt:.:g = dnst bazard. "> 5 e

’ e.xpcnsa a.lo:g these l:!ms- e g :____—--3..._.-_-‘.._: --

T R E ienred that the proposal which Would be made.’
theu an]:nstit::ha :auld Mnds, a.-.umg othu-a, the rullov-

el o] s . . .-.7"..; -. .- LR

T -LO..‘..—-'-'.“

: (a} The ca:pﬂix af'a ecuprchmin bibliaq-aphy )

"“of all books, treatises and publications deal- o
. -.dng with any: aspeet of the dust problea, ani I S
o N “.'tho enln.atina _tb.sreot. ~~-.1‘ -.;--_~ v s

- i Cb) Mw-;ﬂ.li:ng d:[gestim “and’ ccr*alatizx of

= Tl data and information froe various. subscrihd.ng

S whiehk xight affect the Oparat.iana of Mutriex

(e) mo cntunin; or mblmreqniring resa.r:h
‘ the prevention of duplication of afrort ‘apd

) o m i.ntarut rit!z mck ..he discnssions rers rollond
a.x:d the enthnsiasy which greasted tha proposal Zor unified. e:.'ocrt
lead ma to balleve that the necessasy support will be ro'tmd
rar so-c sort or p-og:-n L'Lcng ths aoan lines-‘-;__ B

_ ;_’ ~ JAXDIVER DROWE- -
L o .Tamrr 18, 1935
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