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S ilica

Legislation Dominates Silica Meeting
Car supply, improved packing methods and industrial 
hygiene legislation also emphasized a t annual meeting

National I ndustrial Sand A sso­
ciation’s fifteen th  an n u a l m eet­

ing, held M ay 16-18 a t  T he Hom e­
stead, Hot Springs, Va., had  a d iver­
sified program  an d  w as h igh ligh ted  
by round-table, in fo rm al discussions 
of industry  problem s. P roduction  
problems, traffic m a tte rs , federa l law s 
and restrictions, in d u s tria l h ea lth , 
foundry sand problem s and  a  ro u n d ­
table discussion of cu rren t problem s 
confronting th e  in d u s try  w ere  cover­
ed, followed by an extrem ely  in te re s t­
ing ta lk  on the W ash ing ton  scene by 
executive secre ta ry  V. P. A h eam .

Sterling N. F a rm er, Sand P roducts 
Corp., Cleveland, O hio, w as re-elected 
president of the association  a s  w ere 
vice-president C. M. H ard y , H ard y  
Sand Co., E vansville, Ind ., and  tr e a s ­
u re r  Clarence R. W olf, N ew  Jersey  
Silica Sand Co., M illville, N. J.

Due to a  constitu tional provision 
lim iting mem bers o f th e  b oard  of di­
rectors to a tw o-year te rm , th re e  new 
members w ere elected a t  th e  m eeting . 
They a re  E arl T. A ndrew s, P ennsy l­
van ia  Glass Sand Corp., H ancock, W. 
V a.; Em ery M. D urstine , The K eener 
Sand and Clay Co., Colum bus, Ohio, 
and P. W. P alm er, B row ntow n Silica 
Co., Browntown, W is. R ussell G. 
Cronenweth, G rea t Lakes F oun d ry  
Sand Co., D etro it, M ich.; Lyle T. 
M anky , M anley Sand Co., Rockton, 
111.; and  Jesse T. M orie, Jesse  S. 
Morie & Sons, Inc., M auricetow n, 
N . J., complete th e  board  of d irectors. 
P a s t presiden ts J . M. S trouss, Deck­
ers Creek Sand Co., M organtow n, W . 
V a.; A. Y. G regory , W hitehead  
B ro thers Co.. New Y ork, N . Y .; and  
George A. T horn ton , O ttaw a  Silica 
Co., O ttaw a, 111., a re  ex-officio m em ­
bers of the hoard of d irectors.

The fa ll m eeting  o f th e  association

will be held a t  T he G reenb rie r, W hite  
S u lphu r S p rin g s , W. Va., O ctober 
17-19. A n ag re e m e n t h a s  been con­
cluded w ith  T he H om estead to  hold 
the  an n u a l sp r in g  m eetings a t  H ot 
S prings, Va., th ro u g h  1956. The 1952 
fa ll m eeting  is scheduled fo r B erm uda 
d u rin g  O ctober, dependent upon ac­
com m odations availab le .

Opening Session
S te rlin g  N. F a rm e r , p res id en t, p re ­

sided over th e  opening  session a t 
which w ere p resen ted  th e  financial re ­
po rt by execu tive sec re ta ry  V. P. 
A hearn  and  th e  rep o rt on n o m in a­
tions. They follow ed a  discussion of 
traffic m a tte rs  led by E m ery  M. D u r­
stine, ch a irm an  o f th e  traffic com m it­
tee  and  Com m erce Counsel W illiam  
W . Collin, J r .  M r. D u rstin e  com­
m ented briefly  on tw o cases being con­
ducted by th e  association  in th e  in ­
te re s ts  o f its  m em bersh ip .

Mr. Collin did not have a p rep a red  
paper. H e touched upon th e  decision 
handed down on M arch 30 in th e  
bonded sand  case w hich resu lted  in 
ob ta in ing  a  reduc tion  in ra te s  fo r  
open c a r  sh ip m en ts  w hich is  su b s ta n ­
tia l fo r long h a u ls  b u t leaves th e  d e ­
fe ren tia l a s  it w as fo r  d istances u n d er 
300 m iles. T he decision isn ’t a ll th a t  
w as hoped fo r  b u t M r. Collin recom ­
m ended th a t  a re -h ea rin g  no t be 
sought a t th is  tim e  by th e  association  
because it  w as un likely  th a t  tes tim ony  
could be im proved. T he box ca r case 
w ent to  t r ia l  on M arch 14 and  w ith  
the  suppo rt of th e  G lass C on ta iner 
M a n u fac tu re rs  In s titu te .

C om m enting g en e ra lly  on th e  sub­
jec t of fre ig h t r a te s ,  M r. A hearn  said 
th a t  he believed th e  association  should 
p a rtic ip a te  in f r e ig h t r a te  cases a s  
a m a tte r  of good custom er re la tio n s

in a tte m p tin g  to  hold their costs 
down, p a rtic u la r ly  d u ring  times 0f 
p rice  contro ls. Furthermore, he b i*  
lieves th a t  th e  in d u s try  has a  right- 
to oppose an y  cost increases that re­
flect in p rices, in  o rd e r to protect its - 
m ark e ts .

Production Problems
A rno ld  T anzer, N ew  Jersey  Pulver­

iz ing  Co., New Y ork, N. Y., reported 
on h is  experiences w ith  new bagging 
m achine p a r t s  supplied  in an  effort to 
reduce m a in tenance  and  to minimize 
th e  d u s t problem  in packing opera­
tions.

D ue to delays in  delivery of the 
p a r ts , o f special h igh  priced alloy, 
M r. T an ze r could speak  from  only six 
w eeks’ experience w ith  th e  new parts. 
A fte r  six  w eeks of experience, none of 
the p a r ts  had  been replaced but 
n e ith e r  h ad  those of o rdinary  metal 
in th e  sam e service over the same 
period . T here  w as indication of wear 
on both th e  o rd in a ry  and  special alloy- 
p a r ts . W hile  he believes the special 
alloy m ay  la s t longer he does not be­
lieve th e ir  life  w ill be sufficiently 
g re a te r  to  ju s tify  th e  added costs. 
These p a r ts  a re  priced fo u r times as 
h igh as  conventional m eta l parts. Mr. 
T an ze r believes they  would be difficult 
of rep lacem en t and he h as not noted 
anv im provem ent in th e  dust problem.

N o im an  H . Cussey, W edron Silica 
Co., Chicago, 111., rep o rted  his experi­
ences w ith  th e  A uger-M atic  packing 
m achine. H is experience has been sat­
is fac to ry  in pack ing  sand  blast sand, 
u s in g  valve bags, a f te r  certain  need­
ed a d ju s tm en ts . T h is is a one-tube 
m achine th a t  w ill p ack  unground sand 
a t  th e  r a te  o f 800 bags p e r day. K® 
use h a s  proved sa tis fac to ry  in experi­
m en ta l pack ing  of g round  silica, with

le f t  to  right tin picture o f l e f t ! ; Mr. and  Mrs. T. E. Rust, Clayton Silica Co.. W aterloo, Iowa, and  Mr. and  Mrs. H. P. Hordy, Wordy Sond Co.. EvoBS_ 
yille, Ind. R ight: P. W. Polm er, Mrs. M arcus W right, J r., Mr. and  Mrs, A rnold Tonrter and  M arcus W right, Jr.
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no leakage of flour, but no a ttem p t 
had vet been m ade to  pack hot silica 
under norm al p lan t conditions.

As compared to the fam ilia r  B ates 
packing m achine, the capacity  is 
much lower, but Mr. Cussev believes 
the machine m igh t he ideal fot the 
smaller p lan ts and  o thers which do a 
limited am ount of bagging. As f a r  as 
dust is concerned, th e ie  is a good cu t­
off and no leakage and a p p a ie n tlv  it 
affords some hope of a llev ia ting  the 
bust problem.

Stanton W alkei concluded the fiist 
session with a review  of foundry  sand 
problems. Mr. W alker added h is ob­
servations on the  subject of packing 
machines, he hav ing  been active in 
the study undei way to im prove pack­
ing practice. He m entioned a m achine 
m anufactured in Chicago and also the 
4-tube packer developed by B row n- 
town Silica Co. w hich is now* in p ro ­
duction.

In commenting on sand research , 
Mr. W alker said th a t th e  Sand R e­
search Division of the A m erican 
Foundrymen’s Association has not 
been verv active in recent years . The 
sand testing handbook is being en ­
larged and revised and will be ready  
for distribution in six  m onths. A new 
committee is being organized to  con- 
sider core m ix tu res using b inding 
reSms- Physical p roperties of high 
temperature molds a re  being studied.

e grinding and fineness com m ittee

h as had one m eetin g  in two y ea rs  and 
h as developed a  secondary  s ta n d a rd  
foi te s tin g  sand.

M r. W alker sa id  th a t  th e re  was 
m uch d a ta  av a ilab le  in h is office on 
th e  sub jec t o f fo u n d ry  sands a s  a re ­
su lt of a su rp r is in g  am oun t o f w ork 
th a t  has been done by th e  association . 
T h is w ork, he said , has resu lted  in the 
good specifications th a t p resen tly  p re ­
vail.

A s a  re su lt o f recen t questions by 
tw o in d u s tria l sand  producers. Mr. 
W alke r has been endeavo ring  to se­
cu re  in fo rm atio n  on th e  re la tive  e f­
ficiencies o f steel g r in d in g  balls and 
flint pebbles as used in g rin d in g  mills. 
S teel balls have proved m ost efficient. 
A ccording to  his findings, in th e  port- 
land  cem ent in d u s try  th e  consum ption 
of steel balls is 0.2-0.5 lb. per ton of 
cem ent p roduction . F o r silica, the con­
sum ption  would be about 1 lb. p e r ton 
of flour produced.

Business Conditions
C. M. H a rd y , v ice-p residen t, p re ­

sided fo r  th e  second g enera l session 
w hich considered th e  ra ilro a d  ca r s i t­
u a tio n , p r io r itie s  an d  prices.

C. R. M egee, v ice-chairm an , C ar 
Service D ivision, A ssociation of A m er­
ican R ailro ad s, ou tlined  th e  outlook 
fo r  la i lro a d  c a rs  and  suggested  w ays 
in w hich sh ip p e rs  can cooperate  to 
im prove th e  c a r  supp ly  s itu a tio n . He 
opened h is  ta lk  w ith  th e  s ta tem en t

j* m ' Moson, C loytort S ilic a  C o ., W< 
t»wo, le f t , chots w ith  P . W . P o lm e r, 

iown Silico  C o ,  B ro w nto w n , W

M orcus S. Wrtghfr, J r., ood Morcus S 
W righ t III, South River Sond C o , Old 

Bridge, N. J.

th a t  p roduction  and  d is trib u tio n  con­
s t itu te  a  jo in t problem , and  by saying 
th a t  w e can have av a ilab le  in the 
U n ited  S ta te s  as m uch of com m odities 
as we can tra n sp o rt .

The in d u s tria l sand  in d u s try , w ith 
a c u rre n t an n u a l p roduction  of 12,- 
000,000 tons, req u ires  200,000 c a r ­
loads per year but a to ta l of 850.000 
carloads per week a re  c u rre n tly  being 
loaded by the ra ilroads.

W hereas a g re a t num ber of cars 
w ere pu t in service over a  th iee -y ea r 
period, th e re  still ex is ts  a g re a t de­
m and fo r new  cars and  th e  p rincipal 
leason  fo r  th e  c u rre n t sh o rtag e  has 
been lack  of m a te ria ls  w ith  which to 
build them . The need now is fo r 300,- 
000 cars  a t  a  tim e w hen 60,000 cars 
a y ea r a re  scheduled fo r re tirem en t. 
As of A pril 1, 1951. th e re  w ere  156,- 
000 cars on order from  th e  carbuild- 
ers, of w hich 60,000 a re  box ears, and 
2400 locom otives.

M r. Megee pledged th a t  th e  num ber 
of unserv iceab le  cars will be reduced 
sh a rp ly . As of A pril 1, th e re  w ere
81.000 cars w aiting  fo r re p a irs  and
40.000 had  been res to red  to service 
since A u g u st, 1950.

The p ro g ram  fo r new  cars , as set 
up in O ctober, 1950, ca lling  fo r 10,000 
ca rs  a m onth over a tw o-year period 
has not yet been reached . The ra i l­
roads added 8000 new  c a rs  in A pril, 
1951, and  9000 w ere expected  in May.

Steel is th e  critical item  and the

A rthur B. Schlesm ger, New Jersey  Pul­
verizing Co., New York, N. Y.
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l e f t :  S tanton  W alker, le ft, and Lyle T. M anley, Monley Sand Co,, Rockton, III., discuss " s ig n a ls"  or som ething. R ight: Russell Cronenweth, 6 re0f
Lokes Foundry Sond Co., D etroit, M ich., with Mrs. C ronenweth ot picnic

distu rb ing  elem ent is th a t  th e re  is a 
move now to  cu t th e  q u an tity  of a v a il­
able steel th a t  has been prom ised. An 
allocation of 170,000 tons o f steel pet 
month h ad  been provided fo r  car 
building and th a t m ay  be reduced. 
There is also a  move now to  cu t the 
ra ilro ad s’ MRO quota about one-th ird .

C arbuilders have been lag g in g  on 
filling orders since th e  f irs t of the  
year and  the  n e t g a in s in c a r  ow ner­
ship have been slow. Box c a rs  w ill he 
the most serious bo ttleneck  in  th e  
m onths ahead  and gondolas w ill be 
the num ber tw o problem .

A ccording to  Mr. M egee, a rm am en t 
production increases w ill reflect in 
heavy car requ irem en ts beg inn ing  
about October, l i t51. The sh o rtag e  of 
w atei sh ipp ing  fac ilities  is an o th e r 
fac to r, w ith some 500 carlo ad s of 
M innesota iron ore being  shipped 
daily. Of an estim ated  87,000,000 
tons of iron ore to  be shipped th is  
year from  M innesota, 4,000,000 tons 
will come by ra il.

On the o ther hand , it w as poin ted  
out th a t  some in d u s trie s  a re  c u ttin g  
production d u ring  th e  tra n s it io n  to 
w ar goods m an u fac tu re  which w ill r e ­
lease some cars im m ediately . The 
w in ter w heat cron urns down so the 
movement of g ra in  in box c a rs  will 
not be too serious th is  y ea r. W ith
24,000 covered hoppers on hand  and 
5000 on order, the  situ a tio n  th e re  is 
an im provem ent over a y e a r ago.

T here a re  som e 70,000,000 tons of 
coal in stockpiles now  as com pared to
24,000,000 tons a  sh o rt tim e ago, 
which is fav o rab le . I t  is M r. M egee’s 
belief th a t  th e  use  of covered hoppers 
to tra n sp o rt cem ent fo r  off-shore de­
fense construction  w ill no t prove se r i­
ous because th e  h a u ls  a re  sh o r t and 
the tu rn -a ro u n d  tim e  is quick.

Mr. Megee u rged  th a t  the  in d u s try  
cooperate in o rd e r to get m ost benefit 
from  ex is ting  ca rs . H e stressed  the 
need fo r qu icker tu rn -a ro u n d  tim e. 
The average  tu rn -a ro u n d  tim e w as 15 
days fo r th e  m on th  of A pril w hich, if 
reduced to 14 days, w ould theore tica lly  
mean 100,1100 m ore availab le  ears. He 
also suggested  th a t  m ore hoppers be 
used in p re fe ren ce  to  gondolas w hen­
ever they can be used.

Government Restrictions
G overnm ent reg u la tio n s  and  the 

w orkings of re s tr ic tiv e  m easures w eie  
in te rp re ted  in d e ta il by executive sec­
re ta ry  V. P. Ah e a rn  m  an  in form al 
discussion w ith  p a rtic ip a tio n  by the 
m em bership. S p eak in g  on th e  subject 
of OPS and p ric e  reg u la tio n , Mr. 
A hearn said  th a t an  in d u s try  a d ­
visory com m ittee w ill soon he ap p o in t­
ed to w ork closely w ith  OPS. H e said  
th a t  the in d u s tr ia l sand in d u s try  
m ust an tic ip a te  a  roll-back to  pre- 
Korea prices fo r  its  p roducts. The in ­
du stria l sand in d u s try , in its  deal­
ings w ith O PS, is ta k in g  th e  position

th a t p rice  control is not essential for 
the  in d u s try  because of the competi­
tive n a tu ie  o f the business but it  is
doubtfu l th a t  th is  recommendation
will be approved.

Mr. A b eam  next discussed the 
problem s and p io ced u ies  involved in 
securing  equipm ent and rep a ir  and 
op era tin g  supplies. Ilefense Minerals 
A dm im sti a tion  is the c learing  agency 
fo r a ll m ining opera tions and has 
undei its  ju risd ic tion  th e  approval 
and allocations fo r access roads, hous­
ing, m achinery , expansion programs. 
MRO item s, etc. A t p resen t, a priority 
system  order sim ilar to th e  P-5fi 
o rder opera tive  d u rin g  W orld W ar 
H is being fo rm u la ted  and the 
M F -I00  seria l form  being issued will 
seria lize  p lan ts , covering MRO items 
and m inor cap ita l additions. Em pha­
sis will be on keeping ex is ting  plants 
in operation .

In d u s tr ia l sand  producers will se­
cure a m in ing  p rio rity  fo r MRO items 
which Mr. A hearn  believes will be a 
high one. E ach p lan t will have a sep­
a ra te  se ria l num ber although  several 
p lan ts  of a  com panj in the same area 
and  covered by a common bookkeep­
ing  system  m ay be covered by a sin­
gle seria l n u m b e i.

The outlook fo r  steel is not good 
and  the  dem ands fo r direct defense 
m an u fa c tu r in g  a re  expected to re­
qu ire  m ore th a n  50 percent of the 
to ta l o u tp u t beg inn ing  in Ju ly  and

Lett: Norman H. Crissey, W edron Silica Co.. Chicogo, III. C enter: V ice-president C. M. Hardy o t Hordy Sond Co., Evansville, ind., le ft, w ith execu­
tive secretory V. P. A hearn. R ight: A couple ot live wires o t the  picnic w ere Ralph Lebold, M ichigan Silica Ca., Rockwood, M ich , left, ond Arnold

T a m e r, New Jersey Pulverizing  Co., New York City
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4u?Ust. Thm e will he a i ising tem po 
pf demands for all c ritica l m a te ria ls  
wph the result th a t the supply  situa- 
jion "'ill become toughei th a n  ever 
known befote

Industrial Health
ryssociat ion counsel Theodoie C.  

Waters, in his annual repo i t .  covered 
current develnpmenl s in m a t te r s  of 
industrial health, including an analv- 
,,a of legislation introduced in the 
vaiious states d u i in g  the last legis­
lative year and discussion of indus­
trial hygiene codes.

Jn in troducing his sub ject, Mr 
Waters pointed out th a t  in d u s tria l 
tngiene is assum ing new and increas- 
,ng importance each day and th a t  the 
industry is beg inn ing  to reap  the 
benefits of the ac tiv ities  of bu reaus 
,,f industrial hvgiene in the various 
states. Com pensation benefits have 
been m ateria lly  increased, he said, 
and the trend is C( n tin u in g  upw ard . 
So. he emphasized, it is good business 
for every employer to consider th e  
cost of com pensation benefits and  to 
do whatever can he done to protect 
employes from in ju ries  and  occupa­
tional diseases.

In discuss'ng legislative develop­
ments in w orkm en’s com pensation 
during the ca lendar y ear 1351 be 
said tha t all but four s ta te  leg is la ­
tures have been in session. Some a re  
still in session and developm ents are  
rot yet known.

As of the end of 1950, 41 s ta te s  had 
eracted occupational d isease com pen­
sation schedules, and  th is y ea r the 
state of Vermont has enacted  a sched­
uled occupational disease s ta tu te  m ak ­
ing silicosis com nensable. An in te re s t­
ing point was th a t for all d iseases 
made compensable only to ta l disabili- 
tv or death receives benefits. For 
silicosis, there is a lim ita tion  of lia ­
bility of graduated  benefits beg inn ing  
at $400 in the fiis t m onth the ac t b e ­
came effective and increasing  a t the 
'ate of $25 per m onth w ith an over­
all maximum of $400(1.

Several bills ha-, e been introduced 
m the state of O klahom a to m ake oc­
cupational disease com pensable a r’d 
apparentlv the com m ittee favored  the

adoption of a schedule law including 
th e  d isease of silicosis w ith special 
p rov isions lim iting  m onetary  liab ili­
ty , denying  com pensation for p a rtia l 
d isab ility  and including special lim i­
ta tio n s  w ith respect to th e  tim e for- 
filing claim s.

j  D espite the opposition of producers, 
/ th e  silicosis and asbestosis com pensa- 
I tion s ta tu te  effective since J a n u a ry  1, 
l 1945, w as repealed , w hich m akes dust 
' d iseases com pensable w ithout ce r­

ta in  desired  p ro tective fea tu re s . 
A m ong them  a re  lim ita tion  of m one­
ta r y  liab ility , den ial of com pensation 
fo r  p a r t ia l d isab ility  and res tric tions 
lim itin g  the  filing o f claim s.

A s f a r  as th e  im p o rtan t s ta te  of 
P ennsy lvan ia  is concerned, it was 
pred ic ted  th a t th e re  would be sub ­
s ta n tia l increases in com pensation 
benefits but no changes in th e  occu­
p a tio n a l d isease provisions of th e  act.

A t p resen t, th e re  a re  21 s ta te s  w ith 
special lim ita tions applicable to  s ili­
cosis, of which 15 deny com pensation 
fo r p a r t ia l d isab ility . In  those sta tes , 
ra te s  a re  less th a n  h a lf  o f those in 
s ta te s  w here p a r tia l d isab ility  is com­
pensable.

As of J a n u a ry  I ,  1951, 24 s ta tes  
p rovided genera l coverage for occu­
p a tio n a l d iseases w hile 18 provided 
scheduled coverage. W ith  respect to 
am endm ents , th e re  has been su b s ta n ­
tia l increase  in benefits w ith prospect 
o f fu r th e r  increased  benefits soon. 
T he re su lt is an increase in com pen­
sa tion  costs w ith a rise  in ra te s  which 
w ill become effective nex t year.

W ith  respect to the proposed s ta te  
occupational hea lth  and sa fe ty  bill of 
th e  U . S. D ep artm en t of L abor, Mr. 
W a te rs  said th a t  th e  bill indicates 
th e  pu rpose of s ta te  labo r d e p a r t­
m en ts to increase  th e ir  ac tiv ities in 
th is  field. The d ra f t  is being d is­
tr ib u te d  to  s ta te  d ep a rtm en ts  a s  a 
gu ide fo r leg is la tive  action. Mr. W a­
te r s ’ critic ism  is th e  contem plated  a s ­
signm en t of the ad m in is tra tio n  of the 
bill to  s ta te  d ep a rtm en ts  o f labor 
ra th e r  th a n  s ta te  d ep artm en ts  o f 
h ea lth  and th a t  th is  p lan  constitu tes 
a n o th e r  field of leg isla tive  ac tiv ity  de­
signed to  contro l and  reg u la te  busi­
ness.

Speak ing  on in d u s tria l 
codes, he said  th a t  th e  code p reh 
by th e  U nited  S ta te s  Public Heai 
Service is being considered by the 
A m erican  S tan d a rd s  A ssociation and 
w ill la te r  be subm itted  to  s ta te  de­
p a rtm e n ts  as a guide to the  p ro m u l­
gation  of o th er codes.

M r. W ate rs  said  th a t , according to 
th e  N atio n a l Council on W orkm en's 
C om pensation In su ran ce  R ating , the 
n a tio n a l experience in silicosis claim s 
has continued excellen t and  th a t  there  
is a  tren d  developing th a t  will resu lt 
in f u r th e r  decreased in su rance  ra te s  
a s  a  re su lt. Mr. W ate rs  cred ited  the 
association  w ith  p lay ing  an im por­
ta n t p a r t  in th e  favo rab le  action. 
H ow ever, increased  benefits of 25 to 
50 p ercen t a re  be ing  considered in 
new leg isla tion  covering w orkm en s 
com pensation  in su ran ce  ra te s  g en er­
ally.

Follow ing  th is  ta lk , a question was 
asked w ith  re fe ren ce  to  ‘‘products 
liab ility ’’ claim s w hich m igh t be made 
ag a in s t a p roducer in th e  event th a t 
an end product, like g lass fo r exam ­
ple, m ig h t not be up to s tan d a rd  and 
th e  g lass m a n u fa c tu re r  m ight a t ­
tem pt to  a tta ch  th e  blam e to a de­
fective sand. M r. W ate rs  does not be­
lieve such claim s can be justified  and 
he said  th a t in su rance  com panies do 
not know  how to assess p rem ium s for 
such coverage. I t  rep re sen ts  a new 
field of in su rance  an d  ra te s  a re  high.

Government Regulations
The concluding session, u n d er the 

c h a irm an sh ip  o f C larence R. W olf, 
w as divided in to  an in fo rm al round ­
tab le  discussion on governm en t re g u ­
la tions and  o th er in d u s try  problem s 
led by executive se c re ta ry  V. P. 
A h earn , followed by an  ex tem porane­
ous speech on th e  W ash ing ton  scene 
by M r. A hearn .

M r. A hearn  had covered some of 
th e  in d u s try  problem s generally , in 
th e  p reced ing  session. He cautioned 
th a t  serious penalties m ay be levied 
in v io lations of the w age stab iliza tion  
law s, a s  d ra s tic  as disallow ance of 
th e  to ta l payroll fo r income tax  pu>- 
poses.

A t p resen t, Mr. A hearn  said th a t

HenrY Roeser, Jr,  New Jersey Silico Send Co., Millville, N. J. l ie f t ) ,  « h o tting  with Jom es H. W hitehead , W hitehead Brothers Co., New York 
Ity, ot picnic. Center Mr. ond Mrs. W. B. Syger, O ttaw a Silico Co., O ttow o, III. R ight: W illiam J. W oods, Jr., Pennsylvania Gloss Sand Corp., 

Pittsburgh, Penn I le f t! ,  chats with John H. Miller, M ifflin Sond Co., iew istow n, Penn., os Stonton W olker approaches in background
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th ere  is a g rea t fight fo r  pow er now 
underw ay betw een labor and  h ea lth  
agencies in W ashington . T h is b a ttle  
fo r power will continue in th e  s ta te s  
w ith  the resu lt th a t  th e re  w ill be 
p ressu re  on the in d u s try , th e re  being 
g rea t public opinion th ro u g h o u t the  
country  to  pro tect the w orkers.

The industria l sand in d u s try  like­
ly will be exem pted from  ren eg o tia ­
tion , in  which case th e  in d u s try  w ill 
be fo r tu n a te  because ren eg o tia tio n  
applies genera lly  to  all sub -con trac ts.

Speaking on th e  sub jec t o f con­
struction  lim ita tions, it w as m en tion ­
ed th a t in d u s tria l construction  h as 
been placed u n d er licensing  fo r  th e  
first tim e. A license is requ ired  if 
m ore than  25 tons of steel a re  needed 
fo r such construction  even if  th e  nec­
essary  steel is on hand  in advance. 
A cceleiated depreciation  is provided 
fot in DPA reg u la tio n s based on a 
5-year plan. Such am o itiza tio n  is p e r­
m issible covering the  percen tag e  of 
production used in ac tua l defense and 
will be difficult to  obtain .

The boaid  of d irec to rs  h as decided 
th a t the  association  ag a in  conduct a 
wage ra te  survey  s im ila r to  th e  one 
completed las t year. These s tud ies a re  
considered of va lue  in nego tia tions 
w ith unions. Mr. A h earn  cautioned 
th a t the six th  round  of w age in ­
creases is coming, w hich will put 
heavy pressu re  on the in d u s try  fo r 
pay  ra ises in th e  face of a grow ing  
shortage  of availab le  help .

He believes th a t  th e  five percen t 
percen tage depletion allow ance re ­
cently approved fo r the in d u s try  by 
the  House W ays and M eans Com m it­
tee has a good chance of ap p rova l by 
C ongress a lthough  th e re  w ill be d if­
ficulty m g e ttin g  it th ro u g h  the sen ­
ate. E fforts will be continued to  se­
cure the 15 percen t a llow ance o rig ­
inally  sought. Mr. A h earn  paid  t r ib ­
ute to C harles B rady , L ilesville, N. C., 
and  J . R utledge H ill, D allas, Texas, 
fo r th e ir  fine w ork in p re se n tin g  th e  
case fo r the in d u s try  in conjunction  
w ith the sand and g ravel in d u s try .

P rocurem ent of MRO item s and 
capital equipm ent w as discussed bu t, 
by the tim e th is rep o rt is published, 
there  m ay be m ore recen t o rders th a t 
have changed the p ic tu re .

The industry  js subject to  re g u la ­
tion 4 of D.M.A. fo r  M.R.O. item s and 
fo r m inor cap ita l equipm ent costing  
less th an  $750, said M r. A hearn . He 
lecom mended th a t  DO-97 fo rm s not 
he used unless a p roducer is forced  to 
use them .

W hile quotas fo r MRO item s a re  
lim ited, on a q u a rte rly  basis, to  th e  
amount, purchased fo r  th e  co rrespond ­
ing  q u a rte rs  in 1950, the tro u b le  is 
th a t h igher prices have developed a t 
a tim e when more supplies a re  needed. 
I f  the allo tted  am ount is insufficient, a 
producer should apply  fo r  a g re a te r  
quota.

In th e  case of m a jo r  cap ita l equ ip­
m ent, it was suggested  th a t  p roducers 
apply directly  to H. A. M ontag , di­

rec to r, R equ irem en ts  D ivision, De­
fense  M in era ls  A dm in istra tio n  in 
W ash ing ton . T h rough  use of th is  p ro ­
cedure, M r. A h earn  said  th a t  tw o 
concerns h ad  been successful in  se­
c u rin g  th e ir  requ irem en ts  w ith in  
th re e  w eeks. H e did not know of an y  
re jec tions. It w as suggested  th a t  a 
list o f cu stom ers  be a ttach ed  to  such 
ap p lica tio n s  and  th a t  evidence be o f­
fe red  th a t  th e  equipm ent w as u n a t­
ta in ab le  w ith o u t a p r io rity , p re fe r ­
ab ly  by le tte rs  secured  from  m an u ­
fa c tu re rs  a s  proof.

A s of th e  tim e of M r. A h earn ’s ta lk , 
ru b b e r goods and  bags w ere no longer 
covered by DO-97 ra t in g s  and m ust be 
pu rchased  on th e  open m ark e t or, if 
unsuccessfu l, be obtained  th ro u g h  use 
of a  special ra t in g . I t  w as pointed 
out th a t cu stom ers  of the in d u s try  
co n stitu te  a  “ blue ribbon” list of 
value in g a in in g  assistance .

The in d u s try  is u nder genera l p rice  
con tro ls un til a  ta ilo red  o rder fo r th e  
in d u s tria l sand  in d u s try  is w ritten . 
Such an o rd e r  m ay  be w ritten  specif­
ically fo r th e  in d u s try  or covering 
the nonm eta llics g ro u p  of industries. 
A com m ittee to  be appo in ted  fo r  th e  
purpose w ill h av e  a g re a t deal of in ­
fluence.

The in d u s try  is sub jec t to the ro ll­
back to  p re -K o rean  p rices b u t w ill 
tak e  the s ta n d  th a t  norm al com peti­
tion  is effective in holding its  prices 
down. The in d u s try  w ill be able to in ­
crease  p rices to  com pensate fo r labor 
increases up  to  M arch 15, 1951.

T here  w as m uch discussion of reg u ­
la tions g o v ern in g  perm issib le  10 p e r­
cent w age in c reases  over J a n u a ry  15, 
1950, figures. The opinion w as th a t  
th e  an n u a l to ta l p ay ro ll is govern ing  
and th a t  w age in c reases  m ay be d is­
tr ib u ted  in  any  w ay. I f  the num ber 
of men has increased  in a p lan t since 
J a n u a ry  15, 1950, app lica tion  m ust be 
m ade fo r a p ro p o rtio n a te  allow ance. 
V acations an d  paid  holidays, sickness 
and  acciden t benefits a re  a ll charged  
ag a in s t th e  10 percen t w age ra te  lim ­
ita tio n . I f  a new  job is c rea ted , the 
p roducer should go ahead  and  fix a 
sensible w age r a te  covering th e  job. If 
a ra ise  is due a w orker because b is 
s ta tu s  h as  changed  to  a m ore im por­
ta n t job , p roo f o f th a t  fa c t w ill p e r­
m it dev iation  from  th e  ten percen t 
lim ita tion . B onuses m ay  be continued, 
if  given befo re , b u t they  m ay not be 
increased  m ore th a n  10 percen t.

T here  w as so m uch in te re s t in th e  
app lica tion  of w age increases th a t 
Mr. A hearn  will p u t out a special r e ­
p o rt on app lica tio n  of th e  10 percen t 
ru le. In  an y  discussion of w ages, r e ­
g a rd less  of governm en t regu la tions, 
M r. A hearn  advised  th a t  com panies 
continue to  b a rg a in  in good fa ith  w ith 
the unions and  not base re fu sa l of 
w age in c reases  on w age stab iliza tion  
iem ulations exclusively.

In com m enting  on p rice  controls, 
the g en era l p rice  reg u la tio n  lim its 
prices to th e  h ig h es t p rices custom ers 
of the sam e class pa id  d u rin g  th e  De­

--------------- S ILICA  --------------
cem ber 19, 1950, to  Ja n u a ry  25 in - , 
period . A com pany m ust not ¿ Uy&1 ’ 
sell a t  figures over those base priced 
T he p rices th a t govern a re  the deliv 
ered  prices, quoted prices governin' 
if  no deliveries w ere  m ade during t t f  
base period. C ustom ary  price d iffe / 
en tia ls  m u s t be m ain tained . Railroad 
fre ig h t increases m ust be absorbed if 
a com pany quotes delivered prices- 
o therw ise  p rices m ay be proportion­
a te ly  increased . M r. A hearn  predicted 
th a t  a series of increases in railroad 
f re ig h t ra te s  is coming.

W ashington Scene
L adies a t th e  convention were in. 

v ited  to  h e a r  the concluding talk on 
th e  W ash ing ton  scene, which was 
an  u n p rep a red  speech by Mr. Ahearn 
in w hich he gave h is impressions on a 
num ber of m a tte r s  of interest to 
everyone.

A t the  s ta r t ,  he said th a t the Wash­
ing ton  sto ry  s till is the  “great de­
b a te .”  A p p ra is in g  th is  subject, he said 
th a t  G eneral M acA rthu r came into 
th e  p ic tu re  a t a  tim e when the coun­
tr y  needed a hero , shortly  a fte r  the 
K efauver com m ittee exposed the de­
g ra d in g  side of public officials. The 
m ost im p o rtan t re su lt of the Mac­
A r th u r  episode is th a t he stimulated 
m orale , he said , and  only tim e will 
te ll w h e th e r h is pow erful appeal t:> 
th e  m asses m igh t prove dangerous.

G eneral M arsh a ll’s answ er to Gen­
era l M acA rth u r w as touched upon, 
and  th e  risk s  of w a r th a t might be 
tak en  should th e  M acA rthur program 
be un d ertak en . T he popular opinion in 
W ash ing ton  is sh if tin g  to the Mac­
A r th u r  po in t of view. Secretary of 
S ta te  Acheson w as referred  to as 
being politically  indiscree t, but he is 
no t responsible fo r  the removal of 
M acA rth u r. He serves as a whipping 
board  fo r the adm in is tra tion  and his 
re s igna tion  h as been on President 
T ru m a n ’s desk fo r a  long tim e but 
will not be accepted.

I t  is M r. A heavn’s opinion that 
P res iden t T rum an  will probably be 
the 1952 p res iden tia l candidate for 
the D em ocratic p a r ty  and th a t Gen­
era l E isenhow er w ill not accept nom­
ination  from  e ith e r p a rty  in that 
event. S ena to r T a f t  is believed to fan 
sh o rt of “w inn ing” qualities, Gover­
n o r Dewey sym bolizes defeat, G°vet ' 
no r W a rre n  is on th e  “liberal’ si e 
and  it is to  be hoped th a t Genera 
M acA rth u r does not ru n , in the woi 
of M r. A hearn .

T he two m ost im p o rtan t problem» 
fac in g  th e  world today  a re  the 
ages of n a tu ra l resources and *urP ° 
population . I t  w as pointed out ® 
th e  U nited  S ta tes is not a  86 
ta ined  nation , hav in g  to im port i 
ore, copper, a lum inum , rubber, • 
chrom ite, m anganese, tungsten , w 
zinc and lead, etc. Because of t 
needs, we a re  com m itted to  a un . 
w orld and  m ust build  an organ 
of na tio n s w ith p res tig e  and a«
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Industrial R esearch, S ta te  College of 
tV ashingtor, Pu llm an , in his paper 
“Dimensional C hanges in U n it M a­
sonry,” outlined the  findings of th e  
division during its  extensive research  
into the problem. Pum ice ag g reg a te  
block, while nothing rea lly  new, cam e 
into w idespread use d u rin g  and  im ­
mediately a f te r  W orld W ar II. Pum ice 
block have good insulation  qualities, 
can be sawed read ily  and have good 
nailability. A coustical p ropertie s  a re  
superior to s tan d a rd  sand and gravel 
units and fire res istance  is excellent. 
Vast deposits of g ra n u la r  pum ice in 
central O regon, located close to both 
rail and highw ay tra n sp o rta tio n , offer 
the concrete m asonry  in dustry  an 
abundance of excellent m a teria l a t  
reasonable cost. “ C rack ing” of finish­
ed pumice block s tru c tu re s  has d is­
couraged builders from  m ak ing  th e  
greatest use possible of the lig h t­
weight block, however.

The problem  w as a ttacked  by m ak ­
ing a prolonged study  of the  re la ­
tionship between m oistu re  and dim en­
sional change a t  constan t te m p e ra ­
ture. T est w alls of s tan d a rd  8- x 8- x 
16-in. 3-core block, obtained from  
commercial block p lan ts, w ere erected 
with both s tan d a rd  sand and gravel 
block and pum ice ag g reg a te  u n its . 
For the long term  te s ts  the panels 
were placed in a room equipped w ith 
humidity and tem p e ra tu re  control 
equipment. T em p era tu re  w as m a in ­
tained a t  85 deg. F . and re la tiv e  h u ­
midity ranged  from  20 percent up  to  
near sa tu ra tio n . D im ensional changes 
in the panels w ere checked a t  1 2  
points in each panel w ith  a 3 5&-in. 
dial indicator g rad u a ted  to  .001 in. 
The efficacy of pa ten ted  w ire  jo in t r e ­
inforcement m a te ria ls  w as also te s t­
ed in additional panels. A ccelerated  
tests on single block w ere ru n , bu t 
on a  wet vs. d ry  b asis  only.

Panels w ere inspected  closely fo r 
signs of cracking. F ir s t  c rack ing  w as 
detected 97 days a f te r  th e  panels 
were placed in the te s t room . C racks 
that w ere read ily  visible d u rin g  the 
low hum idity  cycles d isappeared  d u r ­
ing the w ate r sp ray  periods. A few  of 
the la rgest cracks fa iled  to  close once 
they had form ed, how ever. D im ension­
al changes w ere found to  tak e  p lace 
quite rap id ly  w ith  changes in hu- 
midity, p a rtic u la rly  d u rin g  hum id ity  
increases. This w as p robab ly  due to 
the com paratively rap id  r a te  of in ­
crease in m oistu re  con ten t as op­
posed to  th e  slow er r a te  o f loss d u rin g  
he drying cycle. In  the  ind iv idual 
ock used in th e  accelerated  te s ts  it

found th a t ap p rox im ate ly  90 per- 
cent of th e  dim ensional change oc­
curred in a few  m inu tes w hile the 

°ok w ere being im m ersed. 
Conclusions tcached as a resu lt of 
e tes ts  ind icate  th a t  fo r an equal

Rtmospherie hum id ity  change, ( 1 )
Pumice block have g re a te r  dimen- 

a n ®hange than  the s ta n d a rd  gravel 
gregate unit?, f2> the pum ice block 

chan a m ore rap id  ra te  of
12) fh ^ 3n re fftRa r un its, and 

uq m axim um  dim ension change

below the 40 p e rcen t block m oistu re  
con ten t level fo r th e  pum ice ag g re ­
g a te  block w as 0.750 in. per hundred  
fe e t con trac tio n . O ne in te re s tin g  fac t 
discovered d u rin g  th e  accelera ted  
te s ts  w as th a t  th e  p e rm an en t change 
had a p p a re n tly  all ta k e n  place w ith ­
in about 45 days. T he use of w ire  re ­
in fo rcem en t la id  in th e  m o r ta r  jo in ts  
provides considerab le  re s tra in t  on th e  
ho rizon ta l d im ension change of pum ­
ice a g g re g a te  panels.

Flotation
Jam es A. B a rr , J r . ,  research  chem ­

is t, A rm o u r & Co., in  h is ta lk  “ R ecent 
A dvances in M inera ls  B eneficiation ,” 
revealed  how  rad io ac tiv e  a tom s a re  
now a id in g  in d u s try . “ T ag g ed ” a tom s, 
obtained  from  th e  A tom ic E nergy  
Com m ission, a re  used to  tra c e  th e  
p a th s  of v a rio u s  com ponents in flo ta­
tion  feed. F o rm e rly  th is  w as a  v e ry  
difficult ta sk  bu t w ith  rad ia tio n  de­
te c tin g  equ ipm en t it  h a s  become re la ­
tive ly  sim ple and  rap id . A n o th e r in ­
te re s tin g  fe a tu re  in flo tation  resea rch  
is th e  occasional acc iden ta l d iscovery 
of a su itab le  re a g e n t w hich w orks 
p e rfec tly  bu t fo r no read ily  a p p a re n t 
reason . I t  o ften  req u ire s  p a in s tak in g  
“ E d iso n ian ” re sea rch  to  discover th e  
reasons w hy one re a g e n t w orks w hile 
a n o th e r closely s im ila r  one does no t. 
M r. B a r r  supp lem en ted  his ta lk  w ith  
a h igh-speed m otion p ic tu re  show ing 
th e  flo tation  p rocess in  action .

M inerals Uses
A t th e  noon luncheon, held in th e  

M irro r Room of th e  P o rtla n d  H otel, 
R ich a rd  J .  A nderson  o f B a tte lle  M em­
o ria l In s ti tu te  b riefly  enum era ted  
som e of th e  new est uses fo r  th e  im ­
p o r ta n t in d u s tr ia l m in era ls . Follow ­
in g  th is  th e  g-uests w ere  tak en  on a 
K odachrom e to u r  th ro u g h  th e  n u ­
m erous lab o ra to r ie s  o f B a tte lle , an  in ­
d u stry -sponso red  re se a rc h  o rg a n iz a ­
tion  located a t  C olum bus, Ohio.

Asbestos
W ith  th e  tech n ica l sessions cleared 

aw ay , de lega tes re lax ed  a t  a  cocktail 
p a r ty  w hich b lended ev en tu a lly  in to  
th e  evening b an q u e t. D r. A. B. C um ­
m ins, re sea rch  d irec to r , Johns-M an- 
v ille  Co., and  c h a irm a n  of th e  In d u s­
tr ia l  M inera ls  D ivision of A .I.M .E ., 
gave  th e  p rin c ip a l a d d re ss  of th e  eve­
n in g  on “A sbestos— a  G eneral Re­
view .” D r. C um m ins described th e  
v a rio u s  types of com m ercially  used 
asbestos, em p h asiz in g  th a t  th e  am - 
phibole ty p e  of m a te r ia l is s tead ily  
a ssum ing  a  m ore  im p o rta n t place in 
th e  in d u s try  w hich h a s  relied  la rge ly  
upon eh ryso tile  fibers in  th e  p as t. A l­
though  th e  U n ited  S ta te s  leads th e  
w orld  in th e  consum ption  of asbestos 
it  m u s t depend alm ost en tire ly  on m a­
te r ia l im ported  from  C anada . The 
ea s te rn  C anad ian  asbestos deposits 
ex tend  in a so u th w es te rly  belt o f con­
s iderab le  leng th  w hich stops alm ost 
exactly  a t  the U. S. bo rder. T he one 
dom estic deposit of a n y  econom ic im ­
po rtan ce  in th is  co u n try  is located a t  
th e  very  so u th ern m o st top of th is  belt

in n o rth e rn  V erm ont. A color film 
w hich tra ced  th e  v a rio u s s tag e s  in  th e  
p rocessing  of asbestos, produced by 
Johns-M anv ille , rounded ou t D r. Cum ­
m ins' ta lk .

Plant Inspections
No conference would be com plete 

w ithou t p la n t to u rs , so on S a tu rd a y  
35 ra in -rep e llen t de lega tes v isited  
Sm ithw ick C oncrete  P ro d u c ts ' H ay d ite  
p lan t. T he p la n t fe a tu re s  th e  la rg e s t 
ro ta ry  k iln , m easu rin g  100 fee t in 
leng th  by 8 fe e t in d iam eter, used in 
th e  in d u s try . F o ss ilife ro u s shale  
b ro u g h t in 40 m iles by ra il  is ex p an d ­
ed to p roduce lig h tw e ig h t ag g reg a te . 
A t th e  M ixerm obile M an u fac tu rin g  
Co., g u ests  w ere  show n th ro u g h  th e  
la rg e  p la n t w here  various types of 
earth m o v in g  and  concrete-m ix ing  
equipm ent a re  m an u fac tu red . O f p a r ­
tic u la r  in te re s t w as  th e  ra d ia l th ree - 
cy linder steam  eng ine  being  b u ilt to 
pow er a la rg e  ea rth m o v in g  u n it. E s­
tim a te s  by the g ro u p  of th e  tim e  re ­
qu ired  to  “fire -u p ” the  rad ica l de­
p a r tu re  fro m  s ta n d a rd  m otive pow er 
ran g ed  from  sev era l hours to  10 m in., 
b u t th e  d esigners  believe th a t  40 sec. 
w ill be sufficient. L a s t stop  fo r the  day 
w as a t  th e  O sw ego p la n t of th e  O re­
gon P o rtla n d  C em ent Co. R aw  m a te ­
ria l is ob ta ined  from  tw o sources, 
w idely  sep a ra te d . H igh  g rad e  lim e­
stone  is sh ipped  fro m  L im e, O regon in 
th e  e a s te rn  p a r t  o f th e  s ta te  w hile  a 
low g ra d e  lim estone is q u a rr ied  a t  
D allas in th e  W illam e tte  valley.

Industrial Sand Meeting
(Continued from  page 64)

ity . The opinion w as expressed  th a t  
w e should no t w ith d raw  from  th e  
U n ited  N a tio n s b u t th a t  w e w ould if 
Red C h ina  g a in s  adm ittan ce . The 
w orld  canno t s ta n d  an o th e r w a r.

In  conclusion, M r. A h earn  sa id  th a t  
th e  m ost im p o rta n t a s s e t o f th is  
co u n try  is th e  ind iv idual c h a ra c te r  
o f th e  A m erican  people.

Entertainm ent
T h ere  being  som e 35 lad ies p re s ­

en t, a  d e lig h tfu l p ro g ram  o f e n te r ­
ta in m e n t w as provided . A b rid g e-tea  
w as conducted on th e  opening  a f t e r ­
noon and  go lf to u rn am en ts , w ith  a p ­
p ro p r ia te  p rizes, w ere  conducted  fo r 
both m en an d  w om en. As p e r custom , 
cocktail p a r t ie s  a n d  bingo gam es 
com prised th e  even ing  e n te r ta in m e n t 
and  a  special f e a tu re  w as a  p icnic fo r  
a ll in a tten d an ce  a s  guests o f th e  a s ­
sociation.

Cement Plant Expansion
A lph a  P ortland Cem en t  Co ., 

E asto n , Penn ., recen tly  announced  
p lans to  expand  fac ilitie s  a t  its  
Jam esv ille , N. Y., p la n t. P lan s  call 
fo r in c rea s in g  th e  p la n t 's  capac ity  to
1.000. 000 bbl. o f cem ent annua lly . 
M acD onald E n g in ee rin g  Co., Chicago,
111., h as  been aw arded  a  g en e ra l con­
t r a c t  fo r the  construction . T he  new  
fac ilitie s  a re  expected  to  be in op ­
e ra tio n  by 1952.
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