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Foreword
VOLUME I

r r* H E  Transact.ons of the 33rd N ational Safety Congress 
and Exposition of the National Safety Council are pub­

lished in two voijmes. Volume I contains the General Sub­
ject and In d u strie  Section sessions. Volume II contains the 
Traffic, Commercial Vehicle, T ransit, School and College, 
Home, and Farm Safety sessions.

The Transactions are a  record of the proceedings of the 
Congress, condensed and edited for reference purposes. They 
are therefore an ? bridged versi .n of the papers and discussions. 
The original manuscripts, some of which have drawings and 
charts too expensive to reproduce here, are available in the 
files of the Natkoial Safety Council.

The National Safety Council, a t its Congresses, seeks to 
eliminate from discussion m atters which are not pertinent to 
the aims of the Congress, or which mav be contrary to the 
Council’s policies. However, it cannot accept responsibility for 
all views expressed, either in the discussions of the Congress 
itself or in this record of them.

Extra copies of Volume I may be obtained by Council 
members at $2.:>G each. The price to non-members is $5.00 
each. Extr? copses of Volume II  are $1.25 each.

THE NATIONAL SAFETY COUNCIL. INC. 
20 North W adcer Drive 
Chicago 6. Illinois
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Executive Committee 1944-1945
Gw.to/ Chairman—W. C. Garrctt, Pittsburgh Steamship Co., Cleveland, Ohio.Via-General Chatrman—Lr. Com» .  Cam»  Kendall, U.S.N.R. Safety Officer, Norfolk 

Navy Yard, Norfolk, V aAd isory Committee (Past General Chairmen)—Gael E. Holmes, Marsh & McLennan, Inc, New York, N. Y.Byron O. Pickard, Waterfront Employers’ Association of the Pacific Coast, Se- 
Francisco, Calif.Capt. Edward C  Holden, Jr,  United States P. ft I. Agency, Inc, New York, N. Y. Catt. E. W. Fisice, Ja , Socony-Vacuum Oil Co., Inc., New York, N. Y.

John S. H unt» ,  The Atlantic Refining Co, Philadelphia, P a  Capt. Frank H. Cocan, The Delaware, Lackawanna ft Western R. R. Co., Hoboken. 
N. J.Arthur M Tone, Consulting Engr., New York, N. YAssistant General Chairman (Programs, Meetings & Conventions)—A. H. Schroder, 

reeport Sulphur Co., Port Sulphur, LaA: sislani General Chairman (Executive Committee Activities m  New York)—W iliard F. 
(ones. Gulf Oil Corp, New York, N. Y.

Assistant General Chairman (Membership)—E. P. Hedges, U. S. Employees’ Compensation 
Commission, Washington, D. CAssistant General Chairman (Ship Construction & Repair)—W illiam E  Lawrence, New 
York Shipbuilding Corp, Camden, N. J.

Assisiani General Chairman (Marine Industrial Relations)—T. E  Buchanan, The Texas 
Co, New York, N. Y.dirutoM  General Chairman (Public Relations}—Corneuus H. Callaghan, The Maritime 
Association of the Port of New York, New York, N. Y.Assistant General Chairman (Posters)— Harold J. Scgrave, Mine Safety Appliances Co, 
New York, N. Y.Vke-Chairman (Posters)—-HaltH E  H ubrard, Walter Butler Shi [»builders, Inc, Superior, 
Wis.Secretary—Hawed M. G. W ick, American Bureau of Shipping, New York, N. Y.

Editor, Marine News Letter—Capt. Henry Blackstone, United States P. ft I. Agency, 
Inc, San Francisco, Calif.Assistant Editor, Marine News Letter—E  F. Lange, Bethk hem-Abuneda Shipyard, 
Alameda Calif.Admiralty &  Maritime Counsellor—Lt. H enry G E idejnbach, U.S.N.R. Third Naval 
District, New York, N. Y.

Regional Activities and Commi ttee«
Chairmen, Coastal Regions—Vice Admiral R. R. W aist he. Commandant, U. S. Coast 

Guard, Washington, D. C
Assistant Chairman, Coastal Regions—Cart. (E ) H. N. Perham, District Coast Guard 

Engr, Third Naval District, New York, N. Y.Director, Atlantic Region—T heodore G n ssa  Federal Shipbuilding & Dry Dock Co, 
Kearny, N. J.Assistant Director, Atlantic Region—Herman J. Nordstrom, Newport News Shipbuilding 
ft Dry Dock Co, Newport News, V a

S e c to r , Gulf Region—Joseph F. Zucca, Consolidated Steel Cory, Orange, Texas.
303
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Assistant Director, Gulf Region—E. P. Rich AS», Mississippi Shipping Co, New Orleans,
La.Director, Pacific Region—J ames E. MacDonald, The Permanente Metals Corp., Richmond,
Calif.Assistant Director, Pacific Region—S. T. Smith, Consolidated Steel Corp., Los Angeles,
Calif.Director, Great l-akes Region—A. T. Wood, Lake Carriers' A sia, Cleveland, Ohio. Director, Canadian Region—John W. McGiftin, Canada Steamship Lines, L td, Montreal, 
P. Q , Canada.Director, Ohio River Region—G. O. G u m s , Drmvo Corp, Neville Island, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Assistant Director, Ohio R ver Region—f. E  Jackman, McCrady-Rodgers Co., Pittsburgh,
Pa.Director, A ll Inland ll'atenvays—Lloyd A. Blanchard, Corps of Engineers, Washington,
D. C.

Chairman, Committee for ike Advance o f the American- Merchant Marine—Vic* A lum  At 
Emory S. Land, U. S. Navy (Retired), U. S. Maritime Commission, Washington, D, C, Chairman, Committee on Operations o f Liners amt Cargo Vessel»—C a n . Logan Cresa?, 
Isthmian Steamship Co., New York, N. Y.

Chairman, Stevedoring Csmmittee—John W. McGkath, J r,  John W. McGrath Corp, New York, N. Y.
Chairman, Statistics and Contests Committee—Benjamin H. Self, The Travelers Insurance Co, New York, N. Y.
Chairman, Publicity and Publications Committee—Harold J. Harding, “Marine Progress,"New York, N. Y.
Vice-Chairman, Publicity and Publications Committee—R. C. Bkandom, Todd Pacific 

Shipyards, Inc, Tacotni. Div, Tacoma, Wash,
Chairman, Engineering c id Minimum Standards Committee—A. J. Smith, Marine Office of America, New York N. YChairman, Tankers Committee— James E  Moss, American Petroleum Institute, New York,

N. Y.Chairman, U. S. Navy J ards Safety Committee—E  B. Landry, U. S. Navy, Washington.
D. C.Chairman, Maritime Associations Committee—Frank C. Gregory, Waterfront Employer*.
Association of San Fiuncisco, San Francisco, Calif.Special Maritime Advisor—Professor H. L. Seward, Yale University, School of Engineer­
ing, New Haven, Conn.

*
Special Government Committees for Safety in National Defense, Shipbuilding, Inspections, and Personnel Training

Chairman, Naval Committee for Safety its National Defense—Capt. C  M. Simmers, Div, 
of Shore Establishments & Civilian Personnel, Navy Dept, Washington, D. C  

Chair man V ■ Ship Design and Construction Committee—Rea* Admiral H. L. Vscory, 
U. S. Navy, Commist ioner, U. S. Maritime Commission, Washington, D. C.

Chairman, Technical Committee (Design & Accident Prevention Measures)—James L.
Bates, U. S. Maritime Commission, Washington, D. C  

Chairman, Ship Inspection Committee and U. S. Government Bureaus—Capt. R. S. Field, 
U. S. Navy (Retired), Norbcck, Rockville, Md.

Chairman, Committee cm Education and Training o f Ship Personnel Gommoood* T elfair K night, USMS, War Shipping Administration, Washington, D. C  
Staff R tp restn ta tn e-11. A. Grainger, National Safety Council, Inc., Chicago, I1L
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Steam Railroad Section lK¡í:-!Í

TUESDAY AFTERNOON SESSION 
October 3, 1944

Prtsiâimÿ: G t n m  Ceajoumah R  A. Daaxx, Soper, o f Safety, Erie Railroad Co., 
Cleveland O. *
TH E CHAIRM AN: AH members o f the 

Executive Committee were of service from the tone of their appointment. Mr. S. C  
Flagler, Chairman of the Safe Practice 
P am p h le t C om m ittee ; who is Safety Supervisor, Santa Fe System, resigned a 
few montiit ago, when hie was transferred 
from Topeka, Kansas to Albuquerque. New Mexico, di e  to the distance he would have 
to travel t> meet with us. Thereupon, Mr. P. F. Buckle, Superintendent of Safety, 
Chicago, Burlington and Quincy Railroad, succeeded Mr. F hger as Chairman of this committee, and with Mr. G. M. Dempsey of the M ilwaukee Railroad and Mr. C  L. 
taFounfccne, General Safety Supervisor of the Great Northern, S t Paul, Minnesota, 
completed the sound Ride film, "Keep 'Em 
Rolling."Another development is in the matter of 
safety poster work. There will be twelve 
new railroad safety posters ead | year from 
now on, beginning with tbe four railroad 
safety posters recently received in miniature 
form.The demands of our armed forces and 
other war conditians with which we are well familial have placed a  heavy burden on all 
railroad operating officers, mid we are well snare that fatalities So passengers and to radraad men would be far greater were it sot for the intensive safety training by rail­road officers and others in supervisory posi­tions who have tins responsibility. Since our 
last meeting, many thousands o f new em­
ployee! who never worked on a  railroad 
before, many of them high school students, have done their work in a commendable 
tnanarr because they were tn is a i and 
properly supervised.We would have a  little d earer under­
standing of what has been accompfisfeed for 
safety by the American railroads by a brief

comparison of certain operating factors, fa­
talities and injuries, of W orld W ar ! during 
1918 and o f W orld W ar U , in 1943.

The peak of railroad trafic  of W orld W ar I  was in  1918, with its forty-three 
hillkm paiiteigrr miles and four hundred nine billion ton-miles of transportation serv­ice. Last year, the«: were eighty-eight bil­
lion passenger m ûrs and seven hundred 
thirty bfllion ton-m iles of transportation service, or one hundred per cent more pas­
senger service and eighty per cent more freight sendee than in 1918. Yet in 1918, 
four hundred seventy-«« passengers were killed, and dune Jhousand four hundred 
nineteen railroad men lost their fives while on duty. In 1943, bvo hundred seventy-eight 
passengers died in radioed accidents, and one thousand seventy-two railroad men lost their 
lives while on dirty.

Thus it may be seen that railroad pas­
sengers were three times as safe in 1943 
as they were in 19 8 and railroad men twice 
as safe. The greatness of this achievement, in winch we have all participated, can he 
appreciated in p a r by the volume of traffic 
handled every day. In 1943 there was a 
daily average of two and a half million passengers, who traveled an average dis­
tance of one hnwlrdl miles. There was an average movement of four million tons of freight an average distance of five hundred 
miles. Perhaps tliis great volume of traffic and its tremendous exposure hasard will 
never be reached again in our time.

Railroad officers are constantly seeking 
to bring about still greater safety to tail- road passengers, to  those employed on the 
railroads, to  highway travelers who do not 
always approach grade crossing with rea­
sonable care a n l thus endanger the lives 
of both pasaengrrs and team crews, and to
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