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. 1891 South Coast Highway : P FER ‘
Laguna Beach, Califoxnia if o gt
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ATT: MR, EARL sMrTE j{ M ! 9 o
: : : ' IR R
Dear Earl N ;J ‘L: ,“{

Enclosed pleasa £ind copy of art;cle which appeared in a
New York paper recently redarding asbestos in tale, whieh
"is actually all wa know. on the sub;ect at the present

moment.

We are stxll awaiting letter from you advising that
none of your tales ( or at least none of the talcs

" which we purchase from you) contain asbeatoa and trust
you can sand us auch an. affadavit.
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. Yours very truly,
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Asbestos
[a Talcum?

“FDA vo Test

" By STEVE LAWBENCE.
Tederar roog and. Irug
. Adminiatration. ‘officials,
pushed. by the eity Environe,
" montal Protection Adminis
- tratlon, have begun ihe first
‘steps toward ‘an jnquivy to
determine whether common.
taleum powdors contaln un-

healthy quantities of agbeye

tog {ibers. . .

_ Despite- this, the head of
the FDA's Foods Bureay, Dr.

Yirgil Wodlicka, sald: “We
already have Intormation on
‘mogt major talcum brands.
that indicales they pose po
healtk problems.” :

EPA Admitistrator Jerome
Krotehmer, in a June .28

letter to Health  BEdueation .

and Welfare Secretary Rich-
ardson urged ‘the . federal
. government 10 make 2 tho-
rough analysls of asbestos
fn talenm powder. . . -

Brmxilﬁin{cij s

" Kretchmor's  etier was

prompted: by pieliminary
studies done for his agency
at Mt, Sinal’ Behool of Medi-

- cine. on two brand name g

powders,

wie were informed that -

thege two - Aaleuni “powder
wples hoth contaln
amounts of f{ihrous minge’
rals,” identificd as-ashestos,
the TTPA chiel wrote,
a1e these {indings apply o
taleum ” powder gonerally,
most of our. infant popula-.

tlon s expoxed Lo -n major -
visle of asbiestos fnhalation

throughout =t least the fhrat

1wo years of ilfe” Krotghe

raor's lausy ‘added.,

Mt. §inal‘s nsbestos expert,
D, Irving Selikol{, has linkad
nreathing asbestos fibers to
high rates of eancer among |
workers exposed to the mine-
yal {lber ~dust over .long
pariods of time,

Tho DA, fn responge {0
Krotehmer's Ietter, met Aug.

‘o iy Washington with of-

ficials from the city, tederal
government, cosmetle com-
panies, Selikoff and .lwo of
hig eo-workers to discitss Jab-
eratory methods for. delect-
ing asbestos In talcum pow-
der, . : .
Even If asbeslos pacticles
are found in some powder
brands, o federal - officials

" woukl have to devise sone in. |

dex of haw much s too much;

And this In tumn will de-
pend on -an ‘assessment of
how mueh of :the product i3
actually . inhaled ~during nor-
mal tgage. . e

Dufing . the . Washington

~meethig, & dpokesman - for

Johngon ™ and . ‘Johnron, - a
majots profucer ol Iindy
powdee, roporicdiy said that

*bahich got no mora than &

total’ of BiX full - days’ oX-

" posuté to the matecial nnder

normnl conditlons. ™ .

A Assistant “Commis.

: sioner Havold Iomer told the

mecting . that thiy - estimate
wag Mgrosaly orroneous, -11o-
aner suiil “Lhe chitd 18 exposed
to inhnlatien of {he particu-
tale for many. houvit: n 6ay
ovar a pertod of two yoars"
“The “high, cancer yley - in
axbestos miners wore: detent-
od i men who had worked
with the material tull time,
In many oases for 19 to 20

¢ yeara.
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