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lovenber 10,1926

ire Co I's Kettering,
¢/o The Delco Light Company,
Dayton, Ohio.

Dear lir. Kettering:

Following a conversation with lr. Biechler, Dayton,
a few days ago, I have discussed the matter of proposed experimental
worl: on refrigerants with Fischer,

Vo are agrced as to Lhe desirability of our under-
teking such experiucntal studles, bubt the facilitles for doing it
are laclkinge e are particularly crowded for space. The work on
varicus phages ¢of lead polsoning hag expandcd Lo guch an ecxbtent ag
to use up completely £l11 available spaces S0 zmmuch sothat I am put
to the ilmmedlate neccssity of obLtalning moro space for that work,
and have cdiscussed with the Linyl Gasoline Corporation, gsome method
of obtaining morc.

Mre Diccliler indicated his willingness to provide
space at Doeyton or to rent 1t here in Clncinnati If possible. Ior
reasons which will be obvilous fto you I am sure, I camnot undertalie
an experinental study et Dayton. You will rememver, I am sure, some
of tre unsatisfoctory cueliiitles of our previous work at the plant in
Dayton, ‘thon too, I cammot sproad my work over several points, and
get satlsfuctory resultse.e 2Lluost the sane objoctvion holds here, for
space ab or icay the Jedleal (ollege 1s nrobably not avallable.

this type of work sheuld be done not In an induse
trial luboratory but in o university aid on a universilty basis, wjpore
no questlon of blas or undue inrlusnce can arigo. “hercein is the'
safety from susplicilon or orifiiciam, of hoth the cxpexinenter and
his resultse I feel surec you wlll councur in this opinlion, especially
since wou approcianted the Teclihy so cloquently vresent, and to some
exfipnt expresscd, at the Conference 1in Yanehington, ey 20,1920,

This briags ne to an idea vhich has been revolving
in my broin for soume months. Plainly come conslderablo amount of
money rmet be spent in order to Jdo the work vhich 1s nccessary. A
rather lorge cmount has been and 1g belng spont by the Bthyl Gasoliro
Corporatlon 1la thc samo diroctlon, and rmust continue for some tlme.
Space is needed for Loth sets of work. Hental 1s exneonsive, and equip-
ment ecunlly so and is to o large extent a desd loss after the complew
tion of a et of eoxperiments, 1 the site of expoerimentation 1s
abandoned. Tor the amount of noney spent in rental and cquipment
over a period of years, a very nlce laboratory could bo bullt, on
University ground (at no cost) and could be a permenently oporating
source of toxleological and physlologlcal informatlon, xperimental
work could be undertalen on speciiic problems, and on ;cneral prob-
lems, with the ideq of hreving Infornmatlion available whon needed, rather
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tnan after a prolonged poriod of walting Lo obbtain 1t.

. Thers are a grecat number and variety of physiologi-
cal problems in industry which Involve the health of employees and
public, “hat an importance such probvlens can assume 41z illustrated by
the ristory of tetrasthyl lead \which is not yet a closed problem).

The establishing of a laboratory for ihe systematic
and accuratoe investigation of these problems requires money, but
1little more thiain is belng spent and is proposed %o be apent, on certain
speclilce provlems such ag the one supgested in your letter. The develop=-
ment of thig 1dea o its loglical couclusion would be a gervice to
incdustrial nedium and pabiileciicalth mediun, whieh would be outstanding
and unicue, '

I% otrikes wme that the luaporiance and magnitude of
the work we are doiny, and that of tie worl you ougpest Jdoing, brings up
the imrediate guestion of the deslirabdility of makling a move in this
dircction nowe. Such o prograz vould have to be worlkod oub in its detalls
and =»resented Lo bhe lJoard of Trustees of the University lor theilr cone
siderntion, urther the laboratory so suggestved would need to be the
uncuallilied praperty of he Universivy, and all wori done in 1t would
aave to o dong on a strict universivy ousig.

I have no doubt, from the attitude expressed and
shown Howard the Lihyld Goasollne work, that permiceion for the establishe
nent of such o iaboratorys would be readily prarted. Purther, I
believe thaot sulficlent support from other inductrics would naturally
gravitote touard such a program, so that the expense of 1its nmaintenancs
need not bDe burdensome on 4uy one SrouPe

: To vhat cxtent <o you velicve wiould the groups who
are concerned ln ocur present and roposed woril, be asrecavle o enter
into such a program¥ c

- I should appreciate very much, indsoed, vefore making ..
any further move In considering the worlt preposed Ly yourselfl and
Hre Llechlar, Lo Imow your reaction, and the probavle oanction of the
Companiles concerned witih our work, to such a Prosram.

I write this Lgcause the »roblen of aspace and facie
litios i1g an Lusedlafbely acute one for us, and dDecauae I am looking
to some qulclk and pormanent solublon of ite

ith kindest refards.

Corélially yours,

Tty arm Loy T . P e N s B ¢



