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DearI.

“Thankyouforyourletter of19 February 2024 concerning theindustry event at theBASF
headquartersand PFASin drinkingwaterinBurgdorf. PresidentvonderLeyenaskedme to
replyonherbehalfand I would like toapologiseforadelayed reply.
Per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS). used in almost all industry sectors andinmany
consumer product,indeedrequire special attention. consideringthelarge numberofcases of
contaminationof soil and water including drinking water. That is why the Commission
proposed a comprehensivesetofactions fo addressPFASpollution.
PFAS parameters were introduced in the recastoftheDrinkingWaterDirective
(20202184/UE) adoptedon 16 December2020, whichset aparametricvalueof0.10pg/L for
“sum of PFAS’ and 0.50 g/L. for “PFAS Total". The Commission is in the final stage of
establishing technical guidelines for monitoring PFAS which will enable to implement the
parametricvalues. By January 2026 MemberStatsshall takethe measuresnecessary 0ensure
thatwaterintendedforhumanconsumption complieswiththeparametricvalues, depending on
heMemberStates”selecteduseofoneorbothparameters. It shouldbenoted that thesubstance:
trifluoroaceticacid(TFA)isnotincludedinthesetof20PEAS substanceswndertheparameter
“SumofPFAS"and discussions whetherifshouldbe considered undertheparameter ‘PFAS
“Total”are stillongoing.
Duet0recentevolving scientific insights ntotheeffectofPFAS substancesonhuman health,
theCommission's Directorate Generalfor Environmentengagedthe WorldHealth
Organisation to conduc an in-depth human healthassessmentofthe relevant PEAS substances
indrinkingwater,with aviewtodeterminehealth-basedPFASvaluesfordrinkingwaterand
takingintoaccountthe latestscientific knowledge. The final result areexpectedin2026and
based on these result, taking info account the feasibilityofimplementation. the Commission
willconsider thereviewof the PFAS paramefersundertherecastDrinking Water Directive.



The Commission received the opinion from the European Chemicals Agency on a restriction 
of all PFAS in fire-fighting foams. This use is one of the main causes of environmental 
contamination, including drinking water. The Commission is working on a restriction proposal 
and expects to start the discussion with the Member States in the second half of 2024. 

Five countries (DE, NL, DK, SE, NO) submitted a restriction proposal to the European 
Chemicals Agency, aiming to restrict PFAS as a chemical class or group. This restriction 
proposal is currently being assessed by the Risk Assessment Committee and the Socio-
Economic Assessment Committee of the European Chemicals Agency and includes a 6-month 
consultation. During this consultation over 5 600 comments were received. In line with the 
applicable procedural rules, the European Chemicals Agency’s Committees must finalise their 
opinions before the Commission can decide on the scope of the restrictions on PFAS. After 
receiving the opinions, the Commission will prepare a PFAS restriction based on the evidence 
provided by the ECHA Committees opinions. 

I thank you for your interest in the chemicals policy and I count on your continued support of 
our work on improving protection of human health and the environment from exposure to 
chemicals.  

 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 

Electronically signed on 16/05/2024 09:23 (UTC+02) in accordance with Article 11 of Commission Decision (EU) 2021/2121




