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January 27, 2025
The Honorable Lee Zeldin
Administrator-nominee
Environmental Protection Agency

Dear Administrator-nominee Zeldin:

America’s economic competitiveness and national security depend on a supply cha h’éfis dependable and
resilient. At the start of virtually every supply chain are chemistries needed to manufa ;j"re a wide range of
critical products. Chemical management policies that are bothpredictable-and b; on findings supported
by high quality information are fundamental to pro ] American innovation and "gthening our
economy. i

k.:;é'valuations and risk management pt)_u‘c{léjsi.for chemicals

at’s why we write to bring to your attention an important issue
itiveness that fails to meet that standard. The EPA’s Integrated
yeen increasingly used to develop overly burdensome regulatlons

The Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA’
must be based on the best available scienc
impacting American jobs and economic
Risk Information System (IRIS) progra m_.-hé'
on critical chemistries essential for prodt

IRIS has often fallen short of scientific.&
and regulators. IRIS fails to adequately
consistently utilize a “weight of the scien
select chemicals for assessment lacks tr

fraud, abuse, or mismanagement by the U.S. Government Accountability Office'{QAO'

"'é_nt interagency
gu latory settings and

EPA’s IRIS values fail to go through regular rulemaking checks related to notice-an
review, and engagement with stakeholders. These assessments are not valid for usei
often omit key information. For example, IRIS toxicity values are often set below natu'r"a_r‘
background levels, detection limits, or levels of the chemical produced by the human bod
assessments have established toxicity values that are also well below existing standards se
the European Union. E

i arly all recent
y EPA, OSHA, or

Despite these concerns, EPA has relied on IRIS assessments in regulatory contexts, particula'f[y‘f'o‘r"'C'r'it'i'cal“*;""‘
building block chemicals. These actions could result in bans, unachievable standards, enforcement actions,
and litigation.
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Some recent examples of agencies using IRIS include:

¢ Final Formaldehyde Risk Evaluation: EPA recently issued its final risk evaluation underthe TOXIC
Substances Control Act (TSCA) that was based on a flawed IRIS assessment. EPA’'s flnal l‘ISk
evaluation concludes that virtually all occupational conditions of use contribute to reasonable
risk” under TSCA. The TSCA risk evaluation for formaldehyde relies on a faulty IRI‘S'T lue to propose
workplace limits that are significantly lower than the recently updated European _nlon occupational
limits and could result in potential bans or difficult-to-meet standards for som: IS es. EPA has
received fundamental criticism from multiple peer review bodies and publi.c-c"ch ments provided by
hundreds of experts, stakeholders, and other agencies. Members of the EP, ;own Science Advisory
Committee on Chemicals (SACC) have raised: rious concerns over EPA's llance on IRIS.

¢ EPA Air Rules on Ethylene Oxide: These r_' 'es f'féct critical industries like ele nc vehicles,
semiconductor manufacturing, and heal | 'carai Therules rely on a deeply ﬂawed RIS value for
ethylene oxide that is 23,000 times low Y n-naturally occurring levels in the human body.

s Biden Administration DOJ Action: Anﬁ*I‘R 3 ralue was used to justify emergency actlon'.-seeklng to shut
down a manufacturing facility under ctlon 303 of the Clean Air Act. :

e |RIS Toxicological Review of Inorg Arsenic: Proposes a controversial cancer I’IS _-kva lue thatis 21
times more stringent than the cui alue. The values from IRIS assessments could: be used to drive
new regulatory levels for inorga nic that are significantly lower than the background levels OF
arsenic in soil and water in many states with impacts to soil remediation programs, drlnkln 'wat e j L
standards, crops and other food. | SRR

e Final IRIS Review of Hexavalent
evidence and may lead to a new dr
of naturally occurring hexavalent cf
systems nationwide with little to no p

ium: EPA’s recent IRIS assessment disrega rde*d thé'weight of
ter standard far lower than the average background levels
m in groundwater. This could impose masswe costs to water
alth benefit. S

We urge you and your team to take steps quickly to-address problems with the IRIS program, including:
Prohibiting the use of IRIS assessments to develop, ﬂ'n‘aLize, or issue a rule or regulation;
Disbanding the IRIS program and returning responsibilities to program off es
Being responsive to Information Quality Act requests for correction for recent IS a_ssess ments; and
Appointing and empowering a Science Advisor reporting to the Admlnlstrator and \Mth ‘authority for
streamlining duplicative risk assessment activities. ~

We thank you for your attention to this important issue and look forward to working with y"o

Sincerely,
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American Chemistry Council

Adhesive and Sealant Council

Agricultural Retailers Association

Alliance for Chemical Distribution

American Cleaning Institute

American Coatings Association

American Composites Manufacturers Association
American Feed Industry Association

American Foundry Society

American Fuel and Petrochemical Manufacturers
American Home Furnishings Alliance
American Petroleum Institute
AmericanHort

Arsenic Science Task Force

Arsenical Wood Preservatives Task Force
Asphalt Roofing Manufacturers Associatio
Battery Council International
Can Manufacturers Institute
Catfish Farmers of America
Chlorine Panel of the American Chemis
Color Pigments Manufacturers Associa
Communications Cable and Connectiv
Decorative Hardwoods Association '
Essential Minerals Association

Ethylene Oxide Panel of the American Che
Ethylene Oxide Sterilization Association :
Extruded Polystyrene Foam Association (XPSA
Far West Agribusiness Association

Florida Tropical Fish Farms Association
Hawalii Aquaculture and Aquaponics Association
Illinois Farm Bureau

INDA, Association of the Nonwoven Fabrics Industry
Independent Lubricant Manufacturers Association
Institute of Makers of Explosives

International Sleep Products Council
International Wood Products Association

lowa Farm Bureau

Kitchen Cabinet Manufacturers Association
Louisiana Chemical Association

Metal Construction Association

National Aquaculture Association

National Asphalt Pavement Association

National Association for Surface Finishing

National Association of Manufacturers
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National Association of Printing Ink Manufacturers
National Cotton Council R
National Electrical Manufacturers Association -
National Funeral Directors Association
National Mining Association

National Wood Flooring Association
Non-Ferrous Founders’ Society

North American Metals Council

North Carolina Manufacturers Alliance
Northwest Aquaculture Alliance

Ohio AgriBusiness Association

Ohio Chemistry Technology Council
Organic Arsenical Products Task Force
Performance Racing Industry (PRI)

Pine Chemicals Association International
Plastics Industry Association (PLASTICS)
Plumbing Manufacturers International
Polyisocyanurate Insulation Manufactur
Polyurethane Foam Association
PRINTING United Alliance
RadTech International North America In
Society of Chemical Manufacturers & Af
Specialty Equipment Market Association:{
Spray Polyurethane Foam Alliance :
Steel Founders’ Society of America

The Fertilizer Institute

The Hardwood Federation :
The Styrene Information and Research Center (SIF
The Toy Association i
Treated Wood Council

TRSA -The Linen, Uniform and Facility Services Association
U.S. Chamber of Commerce

USA Rice

Utility Water Act Group (UWAG)

Vinyl Institute

West Virginia Forestry Association

West Virginia Manufacturers Association

gdciation

CC: Russell Vought, Director-nominee, Office of Management and Budget
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