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Sub ject. Asbegtas Uaage

Referente: Your Cexmundeation of Februnry 10, 1977 to F. D. Foaow, et al,
Same Jubject

Trunsmigsion and Axle Enginssring is concermed that the avnilavility of cshestos
econtaining companents f{rom our suppliers may be seriousl - affected 1f OSEA
regulations tecome unduly restrictive,

It seemz approprizte to develop s ccmpany position regarding the use of agbestos
conlalning ceterials, Over the last scyeral moniths, communications have
oririnated from your office, Engineering and Reseorch Stzf7, and Fersconnel and

(_ Orpanization Staff indieating two extromes: (1) Not to panie es OSHA require-
monts ecan be med, ar {2) Oompletly eliminate ssbestos os beinr the arpropriata
ajproach, FMra Company direction ic needed to protect the products and ovald
unnecessury expeoditurco.

Pransmianion and Axle Engineering has g major invelvement in aseestos uboges &o
all the putomntie transmicsion bhands and ¢luteh plaote facing materials contain
2% to 25% asbestos. An approprinte Teplacement far asbestos in thase friction

. elepeRta 15 not readily anttaineble, and for thia reagen, ls of mejor concer.
We eptimate & DPrOErom Of one to tisrse years 1s required for evalusntipa and
durnahility testing of proposed asbestes substitutlons,

Other sghestos contalning {tems guch mg gasletn and phopolic arlded converter
reactor and thrust weshers con be re-cncioeergu, Put one year's lead tine and
experiditures of $1-2 miliion are reguirel. Sew attachrent.,

It ia Tronomission end Axle Engineering'c recommendation that a Corporste

rosition on the continued use of aobestos be dovelaped, including & contingency
}lan Tor esbestos subt:ti‘:uten/rcpln.cenents on the affected components,
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