April 11, 1952

Mr. Roscoe R. Braham, Jr.
Senlor Meteorologist
Chicago Midway Laboratcories
The University of Chlcago
Chicago 37, Iliinols

Dear My. Braham:

I am very glad indeed tc send you such informatlon as we have on
the general subject of alr pollution as Wwe have encountered this
Jroblem. However, I think 1t well to advxse you tLlat our -
approach to this problem has had very little to do vith meteoro-
logy » although in one or two studies which we have conducted, ve
have had the advantage of some collaboration with a competent
mete orolog ist. Our concern, up to the present time, insofar as
it has bhcq expressed in actual observaticns, has had to do with
the chemical composition of materials in the atmosphere. We
uegan scie work alons this line a number of years ago, particularly
in cann‘ctian with the sources and quantities of lead compounds in
the atmoSvhere under a variety of conditions. It seemed wasteful
at that time to collect samples over & considarable area. and to
analyae them only for lead, and therefore we hunched a little on
the job, and comducted quite a2 series of analyses in vvder to
cauher more comprehensive information. At nc time have we had
an OC”OPtUDLtS to engage in a study of the effects of alr
ﬁ011u®¢on on populations. All that ve know aﬁout that has come
from ocurn an~m°l experimentation and From clinical cbservations on
industrial emnloyees, whose exposure Is of a different order of
magnﬂﬁude in many, if not in most, instances.

In the near future vwe nope te be able t¢ embark o & 578 stvemaltic
study of the atmospheric contents and of the physiologic effects.
Th methods for such studies are, inscfar as observations om
ovalations are concerneé are undeveloped, and it will take a
ccnqiderab e amcunt of time and effort, we believe, to develop
any informatinn that will be very useful. From the meteorologic
podnt of view, we are at a disadvantage in that we do not have
a trained person of thls type on our staff, nor are we in peosition,
at Uresént, to engage the services of such a person. It is my ovn
feeling that systematic meteorologic investyigations should be
carried out, but I am afraLd it will bve a good while before we
have any onnortunity to do this king of WOrk within our own group.
Cn thes whole, I am afraid that you will find tmat our observations
are rather fra gmentary and are in a rather 11 mited £i34, in.
relation to your own interests. However, such informaiicn 88 Ve
have in printed form is be rg sent to Jou. Unfortunately, some
reports of some detalled obmervat ons in certain areas are not
avallable for distrﬂbptLon, and probably will not be for some
time, net so much because thcy arc conf'identigl, as bvecause
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Ve do not have the means of printing az:r:l ﬁ;stribut..ng thenm.

Cordially yours,

Robert A. Kehos, M. D-
RAK ef
Enc.s ‘

Collection and Analysis of olid in Urban Atmosgtheres - Cholsk,
‘Schafer and Hoffer ’
Air Pcllution and Community Health - Kehoe

?. S. Our observations in Donora have not been published. They
are not remarkably different from those of the U. S. Public Healtn
Service. : - Co
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e LEnoes:

vhe Chienmo iiidway Laboratories, under military sponsorship,

1

is hasic research in problems of cloud physics
as atmospheric pollution.

A4 stuay of the program of the U, . ‘‘echnical Conference on

4ir Pollubion shows that vour work is very pertinent o

this field, and I would appreciate recelving any reprints

or c7C”ﬁnce° ou may have along bthese lines. Papers deal-
atmospheric contamination and its conseguences,

cnt unu.uechﬂchc for a poilution study, aerosols

wicle physics would be particulariy useful.

Ay attention vou can give this matber would be greably
appreciated,
Very truily yours,
Roscoe ii. Bra ham, Jr.
Senior Mobeorologisy
na
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