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March 21, 1975

T0: Technical Task Group on Vinyl Chloride Research

SUBJECT: Items related L@yl Qle:iﬁ

Attached for your information are the following:

1. A copy of the paper presestsd by Dr. Gordom
of Industrial BIO-TSST lLaboratories at the March 3 meeting
of the Intermational Academy of Pathology ia Bew Orleans
entitled “Comparison of tha Nerphologic Pestures of Bepatic
Angicsazrcomm ia Maa sad Rodests Pollowiag Prolomged Expoeurs
to Viayl Qhloride.”

2. A sswe releese sm the aveilability of & new

book emtitled "The Determimgtien of Viayl Chloride - A Plamt
Mascal,” peblished by the Chemical Industrise Associations
Limited, Alembic Heowse, 93 Albert Bsbaadamasnt, Loandon XE1 71U

Sineecely,

Ak %

ilton Freifeld, Project )amegse
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sarlier i1nterim report date] May 9 had been mailed to the Panel
prior to the meeting. It covered gross and histopathologic
findings in samall groups of rats sacrificed after one year.

It was agreed that {f the secretary did not receive comm:nts
to the contrary by June 7, concurrence would be assumed. In
that case these reports would then be made public 1ncluding ‘ie-
tribution to appropriate government agencies.

The secretary relayed a gquestion from Dr. Gordon of IBT
regarding the examinations of brain tissues from animala that
ha4 Aied. Dr. Cordun felt such inlforwation could be useful in
the light of Professor Maltoni's reported cosrrelation of tumors
in animal and husan brain tissues. Similar work oo sacrificed
animals is alresady covered in the MCA agrevement with IXF. This
is to be resvolved by Or. Torkelsom. (Botes it has since beem
geported by Dr. Torkslson that ia the future IPP will attempt
to exasine brains from all animals, including those found daad.)

6. Bayisy of Dow Studies
6.1. MNetabolism

At the meeting, Dr. Torkelsom gave the secretary a
formal interim report, September 1, 1974 to My 1, 1973, from
Dow to be reproduced and distridbuted to the Panel. Dow is also
prepazring as article based on this informatiom for publicetion
in a scientific journal which will be distributed to the spoasors.

6.2. Teratology

It is expected that the final report will be completsd
by the end of this susmer per Dr. Torkelsom.

6.3. Mutageniais

T™e report is currently in preparation and should be
ready withing two weeks per Dr. Torkalson.

7. ripancial Status

Mr. A, C, Clark summarized the financial data on the project
and a copy of his report is attached,

The Panel was alse informed that since s0 many chanqges had
occurred in the industry recemtly, reported capacities were being
updated by questionnaires to management contacts.
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Philip H. Abelaocn, Editor

“Science”
1515 Mmassachusetts Avenue, N. W,
washington, D.C. 20005

Dear Dr, Abelson:

The Edsall article, “Scientific Preedor and Respcasibility”
(J. T. Edsall, "Science,” May 16, 197%) requires comme.t. I
presume Dr. Edsall is not responsible for the content of the arti- . E
cle, but merely prepared it from the AAAS committee report. MNow- T
ever, scientific freedom and responsidility are as important for :
AAAS cocomittses as they are for other scientists, The "case of
data suppression concerning the carcinogenicity of vinyl chloride®
{pg. 6%0] is a melange of cmissions and untruths inconsistent with
scientific freedom and responsibhility., Since 20 much pertinemt
information has been omitted concerning this mattar readers smy be
misled into believing Dr. Edsall’'s report.

Edsall states that, "up to that time (May 1970) there had
apparently been no research ia the plastics iadustry cowcerning
the possible hasards of vimyl chloride...”. This is uatrwe. Ia
fact, the basic published dsta on vh:gl chloride toxicity came
from American industry, (refersnces 1-7) e informatiom ia refer-
ences 4, 3, 6, and 7 had been publicly discloeed and presented
prior to thair publication dates. Purthermore, the investigutions

of Dr. P, L. Viols and Dr. Maltoni have been supportad My Buropean
industries.

Bdeall correctly states that Manufacturing Chemista Associatiom
(MCA) msamber companies entered intoc an agremment with the Burcpeas

sponsors of Maltomi's work mot to reveal prelinipary Italia- data.
The agreement was not dissimilar to that between Amsricesm spomsors
{Government, Iadustry, amd Academic) snd research institwtions that
neow data resaia the property of the institution and not be discloeed
until the study is completed and evaluated prioe to disclosure of
final results ia proper scientific channels., There was no inteatioa
to withhold adverse data. Under NCA rules, all data deaveloped under

its auspices must be promptly reported publicly. Without exceptionm,
this has been done with all data on vinyl chloride.
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Philip A. Aholse;a. ‘tcr . June 2, 197%
“Science” page 2

U. S. GCoverrment sclentists w«new of Maltoni's preli=:inary
reaults early in 1973 but consideredt 1t 3s preliminary as 2ad
U, S. industry. At the Second Internaticnal Symposium on Cancer
Detection and Prevention in Bologna, April 9-12, 1973, Dr. maltoni
showed a table of preliminary results linxing vinyl chloride with
cancer formation® (not published until 1973). Dr. Twberto Saffiotti,
Associate Directsr cf Carcinogenisis, National Cancer Institute, was
pPresent at the meeting and subsequently Ziscussed the results with
Maltoni at his Italian laboratory.’ Saffiotti felt that the work
needed ta be included in "a well documented report” to be assessed
by the World Aealth Crganization (Review Panel of the International
Agency for Research on Cancer of which the United States is a aem—
bear)., This cosmittee alsc considsred Maltoni's data preliminary
at that time and “decided to postpone compilation of the definitiwve
review to the next mseeting of the coamittes.”?

fellowing a period in which epidemiological and animal studies
weare being established, MCA on April 17, 197) asked the Zurvpeans
to jeintly make prasentations to United States and Burcpean Goverm-
sent authorities. The Furopeans readily agreed, and on June 15, 1973
MCA called the Eational Ianstitute for Occupatiomal Safety and Health
{NI08B) and requested an opportunity to bring new informatiom to that
agency's attantion., The appointment was set by NIOSH for July 17.
Pive Puropean and Aserican industry representatives presanted to
NIO8H the information that tumors had been obesrved at concentra~
tions below that reported by vicla. At that time, husan cases had
not been reported; thersfors, no special significance could be
attached to the types of tumors obsarved by Maltoni.

The MCA suggested label referred to by Edsall was illustrated
in the Chemical Safety Data Sheet (SD36) om vinyl chloride, revised
April 1972. Section 10.]1 on Bealth Bazarde refers to Vicla‘'s pub-
lishad stuties., The Data Sheet states "“Racent research studies
reported from ltaly indicate that repeated, long-term high level
exposurss of rats to vinyl chloride soncomer vapor can result im
the developaent of malignant tumors. Bowever, many years of in-
dustrial experience with human exposures to concentrations frequently
far above curyent standards have not demconstrated any carcinogenicity
to humans.® Thus the statement by Edsall that MCA "...appears to
have deliberately deceived NIOSH regarding the true facts.® is inac-
curate and misleading.

Sincerely,
_4,6(""'““
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Cesare Maltoni®, Adriano Ciliberti®, Luciano Gianni* and Pasquale
Chieco®: The appearance of anglosarcomas in rats following
oral adminiscration of vinyl chloride** (Inscrgenza di angio-
sarcomi in ratti, in seguitoc a3 somministrazione per via orale
di cloruro 44 vinile])

Ospedall della vita, 2 (1), 65-66 (1975).

*Instituta of Oncology and Tumor Canter - Bologme

s*fospitals of Bologaa, Regiomal Nospital Orgaaizatioa, Ia the
rield of Dm

Translated from itallan by The Rilph McElroy Co., Custom Divisioms
2102 Rio Grande, Austin, Texas /3703 usa
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