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October 25, 1950

Dr.¥. I. #. Thompson,
Pure Drug Company Limited,
Nontxngham, England.

Dear J@etér Thompson

Vhen I was in England some weeks ago I. came upon informat;on
indic¢ating that your company had developed a stabilized. ﬁrcduct:
BaL giueoside;vhich might be available for use. On thls account

i calied up &nd -through Miss Antill obtained information from
one of your associates (Mr. Brown) to the effect that if I would
wr&te~to you. hould be able to find out about the status of the
oitu&tionﬁand‘ hether or not the material is available for eclinical
use or clinical trial. Having returned home only recently and
naving gotten some other urgent matters behind me, I hasten to
folliow out this gdvice and to seek some information from you.

Ourwprablem\arises in connection with the experimental study of
the lead metabolism. You may or may not be familliar with our
verk in this field, but in the course of these investigations we
had: Q@G&Sion to try BAL in the treatment of a series of acute
cases of lead intoxication. By acute cases I mean acute eplsodes
of ¢ .« So.far as We were able to establish the administration
of~B up to tolerance, vas of no avail in reducing the severity
of tha colic or in uharten¢ng the period of illness and disability.
On the other nand, the effect of the administration of BAL on the
lead metabclism was profound %though brief, and lnasmuch as we have
never been able-to induce any such changes by any other means, we
were intrigued with the possibility that presented itself. It
occurred to us that if a less toxlc preparation of this type could
be used, ‘and. given repeatedly so as to maintain a sharp _ncrease
in the urﬂnarw exwretion of lead, we might be able to"delead”
pergans?W“ had aasovbed appreclable quantities of lead, and thus

o A return tham to thelr work 1n a much. shorter time than
2 safe otherwise. Quite apart from these practical consie
¢ ich I shall not discuss in detail, we might hope to

r of things about. ‘the lead metabolism, from the
rof patl nts. The published work on BAL glucovide
rk;bhis«prep&ration might answer our purpose, but we
: able in . this -#ountry to . obtain the help of any of the
persmms Who had been concerned with any work of this sort during
. The' chemists who were. famillar with the prevaration of
o might have been expected to glve competent advice and
help in the syntheﬁis of the g]ucosﬁde, had beey scattered, and
were engaged in other work. Some corrbspondence with some of our
Engli%h colleagues, faile@ to vrovide any answer to our problem.

. We were loath. to fmbark upon the chemical studlies that would give

: ,‘emperfness in this fleld, since we felt we would have a
rather Tong term of work in acquring the skill and know~how
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‘necessary to this end. It was with considerable inter est, theree
fere, that I heard of your interests in this direction. In order
‘that you may be famillar with this aspect of our work, I am
»wrd;g you & ﬂe“rinu of a brief articl& in which our prellminary
observ Yons have been described, just in case you have not seen
1t. I think there is 11ttle guestion that the effect of BAL on
the blepd is tc ﬂelaaae le&d frcm +he fedﬂbloed carpusaleq or

*“‘ﬁ p paration, aS‘to the L ngth of 3ts stabilit" ané as to the
‘admi ration will he greatl ‘ eﬁ- If
@bout*“ha‘saiety<of th
and is:in need o1 beimg“ :
herwieeg we can, c; course‘ f

adviceq i e Labo
altholgh none cf my

‘ er
ssoci&tes have had any'experienee vith the
synthesis Gr qt&b*liz

ation of any of tﬁh thiel. nrnp&rat*ons.

In caae you are ntere ted in our inv tiﬂ&tﬂons of the Jead
netabolism, I should b@ glad to send you reprunts of the published
work availagble. TUnforiunately a large proportion of our work
~rarried out over the. p6r~od of the last several Years - ngs not
been simmarized and published 1n detall, partly bgcause of our
rrecccupation with ather matters,; and partly because the work is
still‘under way. We have virtually/completed the story of ingested
lead, in such alway as'to kmow what we need to know gbout the
a%sorptian, d#stribm‘imn, stqrage and excretion of such lead. We
are now engaged in. ﬁhe story of inhaled~lead, and this work is of
rarticular intnreﬂ@ we think, because it has been. carried out in
'ﬁontrolled and es septially bwaanced experiments on hﬂman belngs.

Any information or advice you can give me on this general subject
vill be greatly appreciated. We should be glad to purchase such
quantities of any presently avallable preparation, a8 ve may
require in our work.

S Cordially yours,

[ P.obert A. T a0 E&. D



