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Ethyl C orporation  
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New Y ork C ity  17

D ear  M r. Shea: —

In resp o n se  to  you r  le t te r , I r e fe r , b r ie f ly , to  the con tr ibu tions w hich  
have been  and a re  being m ade by  E thyl C orpora tion  to  the g en e ra l p rob lem 
of the p o llu tion  o f the a tm osp h ere  o f our c i t ie s  w ith  com m unity  and 
in d u str ia l w a s te s , and g ive  you  m y op in ion a s  to  the ex ten t to w hich the 
C orpora tion  shou ld  sh a re  in the fu r th er  exp en d itu res o f  A m er ica n  ind ustry 
tow ard  the so lu tion  of the ex is t in g  p ro b lem s, includ ing th o se  w hich  a r e 
now so  p rom inen t in  Southern C a lifo rn ia .

The w ork  w hich the C orporation  has sp on so red  in  the K etter ing L aboratory  
on th is  sub jec t began in  a sm a ll way in  1940, w as in ter rup ted  by the w ar  
during the y e a rs  1943 to 1949, and hag continued s in c e  a t a  som ew hat 
a cce le ra t in g  p ace , a t a c o s t  to  E thyl C orporation  up to 1954, o f app rox i­
m a te ly  ^80* 000. 00. W ithout being ex p a n siv e , I m ay sa y  that'-the exp er ien ce 
of th is l  abora to ry  w as gained a t E thy l's ex p en se , was extended at E thy l's 
exp en se w e ll beyond the sco p e  o f E thy l's own p ro b lem s, and is  new  being 
put to fru itfu l u se  by ind ustry , includ ing the p e tr o leu m  in d u stry . With no 
w ish  to be se lf ish  o r  sh o r t-s ig h ted , I m ay  a ls o  say  that I b e liev e  i t  is  w ise 
fo r  E thyl C orporation  to con tinue, a3 i ts  m ain  con tr ibu tion  to th is im portant  
m a tte r , to support the w ork  of the K etter ing L aborato ry . A s  you a re  w e ll 
aw are, I h ave p rop osed  that th is  w ork be expanded in  1954 and 1935 , to 
som eth ing  l ik e  tw ice  the i 953 le v e l  o f expend itu re. A  good ly  part o f what 
w e p rop ose to do w il l be o f se r v ic e  to ind ustry  g enera lly , and to the A m e r i­
can  com m un ity , g en e ra lly , qu ite a s  m uch a s  to E thy l C orporation . (I a n  
speak ing h e r e , not ox to x ico lo g ica l w ork  w hich b ea rs in d irec t ly  on th is  
su b jec t, but of the f ie ld  in v estig a tio n s o f the L abora to ry  which app ly  
d ir e c t ly  to the po llu tion  o f com m unity  a tm o sp h ere .)

A s you  a re  aw are , the va r iou s la b o ra to r ies  o f E thyl C orporation  have 
contr ibu ted  g rea t ly  to w ork  in  th is  f ie ld , som ew hat in  co llab ora tion  w ith  
th is  L abora to ry  on sp e c if ic  p ro b lem s, but m o re  in  the ap p lica tion  o f  th e - 
w ork  to com m u n ities in  w h ich  E th y l's  p lan ts a r e  lo ca ted . You can find 
out the v e t y  co n s id era b le  c o s t  o f th e se  in v est ig a t io n s m o re  rea d ily  than I, 
and I r e fe r  to them  on ly  to  ind ica te that E thyl C orporation  has b een  in  the 
fo re fro n t o f A m er ica n  in d u str ies  in  the study o f i ts  own p rob lem s o f th is 
typ e, and in  th e acq u is it ion  o f g en e ra lly  u se fu l info rm ation .

KE
© :'0 '4 -

n  /r\ :

■ O-cf-

N 6927
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F o r  th e se  r e a so n s , I am  being on ly  candid  when I say that E thyl C orporation  
w as a  p io n eer  in  the recogn it ion  and in v est ig a t io n  o f the p rob lem s of 
com m un ity  a ir  po llu tion , and that i t  has borne a full share of the exp en se of 
studying and so lv ing  th ese  p ro b lem s. It has m ade p lans to  continue its 
e ffo r ts  in  th is d irec t io n , not on ly to sa t is fy  i ts  own n eed s, but a lso , in  so 
doing, to be of a ss is ta n c e  to o th er  in d u str ies , p a rt icu la r ly  the p etro leu m  
and au tom otive in d u str ies w ith %vhich its  a c t iv i t ies  a re  so  c lo se ly  id en tif ied .

V/ita th ese  m a tte rs  in  m ind, I should  say  that the contr ibu tion  o f E thyl  
C orpora tion  to  the Southern C a lifo rn ia  A ir  P o llu tio n  Foundation shou ld  be 
ox nom ina l p rop or tion s, in  token of its  in te r e s t  in  th is lo c a l ise d  situa tion 
and of its  w ill in g n ess to  sh a re  the com m on burdens o f industry  th ere .

S in ce re ly  you rs

ex tra  con ies


