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avnormal quantities of lead as tetraethyl lead or obtncrwise,
gince if he iad. absorbed dangerocus quantities, tae amount lound
i1a the urine should l:ave been well above tine ncrmal limits.
Despite wnat I have sald above, 1 your husband's paysician would
like to hnave further tests made of the lead cozuenb ol Lae bloed

and urine, we would be ;lad to gsend im contailners wibihh instructions
FTor the collection of Lhese samnles and will revort our results to
aimg at no cost Lo you.

As to the precaubtions which shculd be taken by persons who nandle
~asocline of any kind, regardless cof tie presence or absence cof
ety aeuﬂ;l lead, it snould be reco nized that tlhe canger of injury
lies in the ~asoline itself, 1t is lrritating to vie skin, and
some persons cannot endure even brisf sinor tyves of conbact, In
seneral, geople with healiny skin can aave scowe ccntau% without
chh trouble, Lut prolongeda contact, especially contact of the skin
with clothing or obtaer favrles thiat are "”turzuea wibii asoline,
wiill usually cause severe curng aud always causes some damaje. It
is wise, therefore, Lo avoid saeh contact as uch as I cssitle, and
to wasiy the skin clean and free of :ascline as promptly as possivle,
wirenever sucly cenbtact cccurs.

ce vapors ol asoline also cause dizzi ssg nausea, drunicenness and,

Ln suifliclent conceunbtraticon, uwcomscioas 3538 and deati, iposure
wo cascline by innalation, thereflore, 1)ulu Lbe abtended by Ccor-
siderable caubion. Peorle imet som ewlat accugtomed to taese vapors
and often disredard tnen wibhout sufferins damase or illuncss, and
Lliness short of la 311b7 ig usually brief in duration, bhut neversviice
lsss thers 18 alviays ; Of course, us OVerFONG ..i0vS, Liere
are always cangers from fire and explos ion in uhe paadding of
casoline. ?gople tend to become careless about Hhls also, and so
T'ires and explosions occur from time bto time, and sco.etlmes lives are
lost.
L Trust thab this letter answers your cuesblions, bub LI you wish to
write {urtiier, o not Lesitaite o 4o S0.

Yery truliy voursg,

aoberlt A, Renve, He D,
iu‘x:r: el‘
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Sear Mrs, McZlvain:

ay 28, addressed to Cthyl Corporation, has come to me, as
ta., for reply,

Lhe Landiing of gasoline containing tetraethyl lead at filling stations,
stations and refineries has never cuzgod any casesn of load poisoning the
United Ttates during the entive period, of its use, Thers were casos of
Toiss rring arooeny ?"nm engarad in the Jranufacture of tetz:aethyi iead du LI AR
eariy period of the deveiopment of manwiaciuring processes, and there
vimg A tivne when such cases occurred in connection with the cleaning and
venziring of lavee sascline atorase tanks, {n which the type of oxposure is
tatalty different), 7t is thesecases that have hean responsible for the idea,
which 3till exists in some parts of the ~<mntry. that the sidinary bandling of
cagoline is dancerous (rowm the aspect of its lead content, The truth of the
a:uta,e? 3 that this problemn was investigated very extensively in the early
days of the uce of leaded zasoiine, amd it was shown that oo guch deuger
c:{istad under ordinnry aircumstaucng The reason bacit of thig :mi’cty is
at the lead content of the pasoline is so low that, (1) thers it 5o rneasurable
abgorption of lead during co tact of the nasoline with the nkin, and {2} the
vapor piven off frowx rasoline in open confainers contains vnly negligible
armounta of ioad, I is for these reasons that leaded ~asoline could be marketad,

2

for i the facta had heen otherwise, this type of af;ml,.r 2 could never have been

o3

useadd,
i am guite sure, therefore, that Mr, was net poisoned by f:r-«tra,ethyl

lead and that the physicians af the Veterans' liospital were carrect in thei
opinion, It iz of sorme importance,in this connection, to lmow that the a’osarp-
tion of lead in this form does not damage the peripheral nerves so as to produce
a neuritis, At least, we have never zean a case of neuritis cven in the cages
that have been knovm to be due to the abgsorption of tetraethyl lead in large
gquantitize in the operations to which I referred previcusly,

The report of the finding of lead in your husband's urine Yat the uppar limits
of nuormal’ tends in itself {dependent upon how and where the analyswg were

T
o
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carried out) to show that he had not absorbed abnormal quantities of lead as
tetraethyl iead or otherwise, since if he had avsorbed danpercus gyuantities,

the amount found in the urine should have boen well above the normal limits,
idespite what [ have said asbove, if your husband's physician would like to have
further tests made of the lead content of the bleod and urine, we would be glad o
send hin containers with instructions for the collection of thase samvpies and will
report our results fo hirm, at no cost to you,

As to the precautions which should e taken by persons who handla ¢asoline of any
kind, rvosardless of the presence or absence of tetraethyl tead, it should be
recognized that the danger of in jury lies in the

-

pasoline itself, It is Irvitating to

K

the skin, and some persons cannot endure even brief minor types of contact, In

senaerval, prople with a»adhy skin can have gome contact without rauch irouble,

sut prolonged contact, 2specially contact of the gkin with clothing or other fabrics
that are saturatad with casoline, will usually cause ssvers bhurns and alwavys
causes gsome damage, it is wisge, thereiore, i avold such centact as mmuch as

T d
poszihle, Wd to wash the 2iin clean and free of razoline as promwmntly as nosgible,

councoaly” ,mn. une ﬁsci
Ju zeiora, should he attended by oo
accustomed to these vapors and 02‘

illness, and illness s?ar of ia.taui?»j i

t sormewhat

-

@ w*ﬁ‘o:%’:‘. l“uu ring damage or
ud}; hr,.fei in duration, but neveytheless
there is always dangey, 2 course, as evaryone ?fnov V5, therve are alwavs dangers

4

from fire 2nd explosion in the handling of gasoline, Peopie tend to become careless
‘c alse, and so fires and explosions occur {rorn tirme o time, and gometimes

1ive-—3 ATe lt" ust,

o

I truzat that this letter answers your gquestions, but if vou wish to write further, Jdo

not hesitate to do ao,

YVavy fruly yours,

n i [’
S, L,

Hobart A, Fehoe,
RAZ ef

C.C.: Br, L, W, Sanders (Blind)
Mr, A, F, Ryan
Ethyl Corporation, Denver, Colorado (Blind)
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BEthyl Cornoration
Boston uilding
Denver, Jolo,

Deer Six:

heen told that you might be able to give me
~gtion concerning lead poisoning. csused by in-
soline fumeg end haniling leoded gasoline.

. huasbesnd was culte 11 T
¢ of the Doctors that examined nim th
3 by ]end from gesoline, he has
0il Co, Tor over nine yesrs a
the wey ace hendlod gosoline in
the nrocucts, atbt wes 111 one test we
2 the prinery lecad soncentration was ot the w
rmel, hoirever imen he entercd Veteran's Hosnita
onvxnce him he ¢id not have
aie further tcbbu on
g0zni€ hos offected

nas never nad the energy or vsice stamina he h
.

1 - .
bWo wears afo

e

<

Hould youw be able to seond me 1n~oohcbion‘_hout the
eiffects of lead from gasoline, also what tests would have to
e teken o debermine 1 he mirht have chronic polsoning,

o . -

also wiet wercautions should be teken when working around

gas WlLﬁe I hpve becn told so many different: things sbout
1“ tﬂib I would like information Irom the Company wrich males
the lecad, ;

el

<

o
Sincerely,

1

Tine Exrat 7 E fdine

N13178.01
KE 0012564




