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Waukegan firm hit
by $20 miflion suit
for lake pollution

By Dennis D, Fisher
tr

‘The Justice Department Friday surd_th
haard Marine Corp,_for $20 millinn in U.S,
‘I)Tﬂ?l?l‘m':ﬁ?mlng the outhn-rd-mator
manu{acturer  with d&;ﬁnm{m 1 miltion
pounds of puisonons PUBs into Waukegnn
Harhor and Lake Michigan over the last 13
YOars.

The federnl complaint chrrged that PCB
residues make up as much as 25 per cent of
the battom sediments in Wankegan harbor
and so-called “North Diich,” both of which
My ime the lake,

Asst. U.S. Atty. Thomas G. Dent said the
lawsuit secks penalties of more than $20 mil.
Hon aguinst the tirm,

The tustice Depariment nsked the court to
order the company ta clesn up the hojtom
accumvlation of PCBs — polychiorinated
hiphenyls — after determining how it can be
dredged up withaut aggravating the problem.

The suit contends OQuthosrd Marine's dis-
charge of PCB finid was “ut such greatly cone
centrated levels as (0 represent & serious
threat to drinking water, aquatic life and
other uses” of the harhor and Lake Michigan.

The Justice Departiment mairteined thit
the “accumulated fevels of PCR's In hottom
wdiments . ., present a serious hazard In
the environment and the public hesith and
amounts to a public nuisanrc.”

Outbomd Marine has acknowledped  that
PCB's used in the hydraulic fluid for dic-crst-
ing machines between 1939 and 1972 were dis-
clacped tnto the harbor and ditch, acrording
tu the U.S, Environmental Protection Agencv.

‘The company, under prsssure fram EPA of-
ficials, closed all lis discharge pines in the
iast two vears. However, it hns asked the
state LPA for permission ta dump & concen-

tration of up to 10 parts per bitlion from &
newly constructed discharge pipe.

Waukegan Harbor aiready is the most PCD-
potiuted part of the Great Lakes, according te
{uderal LPA officials,

PUR’s have become gicbal poliutants. They
are showing up in mother’s miltk and in the
body fat of Americans. In experiments, they
have been {ound to cause liver cancer and
miscarriages in laboratory animals.
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