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Fxecutive Summary

The mortaltty experience of 1903 present and pant workers at cthe Bendix
plant in Tiny, New York was studied.  No relatiouship was found betueen
employment at the plant and the oeccurrence of deaths from those discasuus
avineiated with exposure to asbestos; that is, from ashestosis, mesothelioma,
or lung cancer.

surre wire a0 deaths frem asbestosis or mescthelfoma. There was a slight
exrent mtasity from lung concer, but ft was greatost Io those men with
the stortest perfods of employment and the shortest lateney period and is
therefore not consistent with an occupational association.

There was a ~tattatscally sipnificant excess mortal.ty from all cancers
topether, bt this excess for all cancers erabined is the result of excess
mortality from cancers of specific sites, A | in anv case was greatest in
thone with the shorteat perimln af employoent .,

There were, however, tue specific cancer sites that show d e¢xcess sortality
whileh was consistent wity an occupational explanation. Yhe first was brain
cancer (5 deaths), and the sccond was a type of skin cancer known as
maliprant melanoma (2 deaths). In both cascs, the excess was greatust in
men with the longest employment and displayed the kind of latent period
vhich is consistent with an accupational origin.

However, mortality from these causes has never been associated with asbestos
exposure in previous stucies, In the case of the brain cancers, the excess
wan such that it could not have pone unhoticed had It occurred in previous
auhestos studies.

As far as is kmown, the caly occupational erposure sasociated with the
oreutsence of brain caner v 18 viny) chloride. The mal ipgnant mclanomas
ate usually caused by swlipht, althoagh 1t Wna heen suppested that they
mipht arise from petroclu mical eaposures.

In ruamary, there Is no pattern of mortality suppesting an asbestos-rclated
occupational hazard. There is an excess mortalfty whirh could be asso-
ciated with some occupational exposure other than asbestos, although the
sclentific literature surgests no obvious mechanism.

It is most strongly recormended that the work histo-ies of these men be
examined in the greatest possihle detatil to ruie out the possibllity that
there might {n fact have been some Common €XpoiuTEs wijch would imply an
occupational origin for theso two types of can:er.
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Further, 1t 8 recommcnded that this population be restudied in about
ten years. The age ard work cxperience of the population is such that
there could concelvably he ashestos-velated disease vhich has not yet
had time to occur, but wiitch might arise in the next decade.
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Senjor ‘ledical Scientisat

MT-000003




