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Dr. W. S. Dove - Keplaced Dr. Hur-
tado, Colombian Petroleum Company.,
Cucuta, Colombia.
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Colombia,
Daar D, Dova:

#y attention has beoen cslled by Mr., Rlaso~Gi{ll of the Asgso-
elaved Lthyl Company, to the fact that you have rapluced Dr,
Hurtado, as medlical director of Colombila Petroleum Cormpany.
Mr. Rlgeo-Gill further infoims me thaet he has forwardsed cer-
tuin srvliclss on tha medical espacts of the nsadling of
tetraethyl lead and leaded gasollne, as transliabted inie
Spanlsh., There wre gqulte & numdber of other articles on va-
rione phasgses of the provlem of leoad absorption and the disg-
nosis of lead polsoning, which have not been translated

frem the English, and which I can send you, if you ars ine
terastsd, Phe articles In your poamesslon wlll probably
convey to you much more adaquatelg than &2 letter, the nature
of the general medical problen, erhaps, I might supplement
them with a feow comments, T shall also send you & wemoran-
dwn which represents an attempt to express certain goenersl
m2dical polleies which we have attempted to develon in con-
ra2etlon with thdls work,

The men sngsged ln mixing Ethyl fluvid with gasoline are ex«
peend to certuin rather zerious potentiasl dangers, siunce te-
rasthyl lead in lts concentrated form is 8 very dangerous
poison which csn be absorbed lnto the body with conslderable
rapldity. However, if the work is done properly with the
equipment provided for the purpese, there is no reason why
anyong should absorbk measurable quantities of lead. We have
never had a cuse of lead polsoning among the several thou-
sands of men engaged in this work in tuls country, and we are
sure that 1f the equlipment 1ls kopt in good conditlon, angd if
the regulations are followed, there wlll be no trouble, The
medical supervision serves the primary purpose, therefore,
of detecting any fallure on the part of the men to follow the
regulations and to do thely work properly. Any evidence of
laad absorption can bhe regarded as the result of some mlstake
or caresleszsness in handling the product. We bellieve that the
sxaminatlions should be done carefully and at regular intervals,
and that the men should be reminded of the necessity of great
preclsion in following regulations. ihe mixing plant should
ve examined critically from time to tlme to see that it is
kept in order; and the masks and all other protective squip-
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deed, there 1s only one situation which reguires mention in
this connection. I refer here to the fact that under the
condltions wuich prevail In a storuge tank used for holdlng
leaded gasoline,a number of things happen whlch glve rise to
acute danger of lead exposure when the tanks are enterwesd for
the purpose of cleanlng. «wlthout goling into detail to ex-
plain whuat ocecurs, 1t may be suld that the sludge in the
bottom of such tenks may contaln signiflcant quantities of
tetraethyl lead and other volatile lesad compounds, Hegula-
tions have been issued [or the avoldance of lead e xposure 1In
carrying on this kind of work, and management of refinerlies
and storage plants should be kept acguainted wlth the dangers
Involved and with the necessity of following these resulations
in the utmost detail. Youwill find speciflic reference to
those resjulutlons in the booklset of the resulations, which I
am senalng you. (Ve shall send the printed matter under separate
cover by ordinary mall together with a copy of this letter.)

I should uppreciute 1t very sumch if you would acqualint me
with any diffleculties or unusual circumstances wnich may deve-
lop in connection with this work., If I cuan be of any service
to you in answering any questlons or in glving you any other
aszslstance, please do not hesitate to call upon me,.

Cordially yours,

Robert A. netoe, k. D,
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