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TECHNICAL TASK GROUP ON VINYL CHLORIDE RESEARCH

Report on Conference with Industrial BIO-

Gentlemen;

industry and federal agency representatives.

_TEST Laboratories, April 15, 1974
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As a result of the telephoned information received
by MCA from Industrial BIO-TEST personnel last week, a
"conference at the Northbrook, Illinois offices of IBT was
"set up at which an oral status report on the chronic in-
halation studles with vinyl chloride was presented to MCA
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' Dr. Goode first presented the mortality data and
gross observations, and then Dr. Gordon described the
pathology observed in the mice. The data, as presented,
are shown in the attached tables. There are apparent
discrepancies between the total mortality, ,data ,and the
detailed listing of recent deaths. These will be re-
solved. No test-related pathology has yet been noted in
any animals other than mice.

Dr. Falrchlld of NIOSH, reported that Dr. Dav1d
Rall, of HEW, had appointed a committee to coordinate -
departmental toxicology and related programs, and that
under this committee there has been named a subcommittee
to develop a— "white paper" on guidelines for research to
determine "socially acceptable" levels of risk. A report
from this subcommittee, which will cover both philosophical
and statistical considerations, is expected in the next few
weeks. e C L
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Dr. Stara expressed the v1ew that the v1nyl chlorlde
problem presented 1ndustry with a unlque opportunlty to seek
to demonstrate a "'no effect level” of a human .carcinogen

with a sen51t1ve anlmal modellof well documented valldlty

Dr. Lass1ter expressed a guarded judgment that the
mouse data reported by IBT would not lead OSHA to modlfy
the emergency temporary standard, but that it might well
cause OSHA to accelerate the rule-making process for the
development of a permanent standard

. ...- . Dr. Lassiter also reported briefly on the retrospectlve
_morbldlty and mortallty studies being conducted by NIOSH/CDC
at nine or ten locations (six companies) around the country.
No epldemlologlcal data'were presented. - : A
In an afternoon SeSSlon of the Research Coordlnators,

it was agreed that the exposure of the mice in the present
project should be terminated at nine months, but that

exposures of both rats and hamsters should proceed for the
initially-planned twelve months.

. It was further moved, seconded and carried that the
chairman appoint a group to begin investigating the cost and
availability of fac;lltles of new experiments to be con-
ducted at lower levels of exposure, with larger groups of
animals. He was asked specifically to seek to encourage
the National Center for Toxicological Research, at Pine
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Bluff, Arkansas, to offer to undertake such a program.
Details of the test protocol are to be left open untll after
the Rall committee makes 1ts report avallable. )

The Research Coordinators asked MCA to &all a meet-
ing of the Technic¢al Task Group on Vinyl Chloride Research
as soon as the report of Tabershaw-Cooper Associates on
their epidemiological study reaches them.

A copy of the MCA news release reporting the
-Industrial BIO-TEST mouse data has been sent to you in this
morning's mail.

Sincerely,

/ﬁw%w
Kenneth D. Johnson, Ph.D.
Secretary
Technical Task Group on

Vinyl Chloride Research
KDJ :mb
Tables Attached
cc : Mr. A. W. Barnes

D. P. Duffield, M.D.

Dr. Tiziano Garlanda
Vinyl Chloride Management Contacts
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