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2 8 th  F e b ru a ry ,  1947.

Dr. R.A.Kehoe,
The K e t t e r i n g  L a b o ra to ry ,  
C o l lege  o f  M ed ic ine , 
U n iv e r s i t y  o f  C in c in n a t i ,  
OHIO.

Dear Dr. Kehoe,

A ttached  h e r e to  i s  a l e t t e r  s igned  by 
Dr. C a s s e l l s ,  bu t which i s ,  i n  f a c t ,  a j o i n t  
o n i n ^ n  w i th  D r.D av ison co nce rn ing  th e  case  ofl 

one o f  th e  men, who,you w i l l  r e c a l l ,  
C o n t r a c te d  le a d  i n t o x i c a t i o n  a t  Falm outh in  1945.
Me would be g r a t e f u l  i f  you would l e t  us have your 
o p in io n  r e g a rd in g  th e  p o in t  r a i s e d  i n  th e  l a s t  
p a ra g ra p h ,  namely th e  permanence o f  m enta l symptoms 
fo l lo w in g  TEL p o i s o n in g . .

F r r  your in fo rm a t io n  we a re  a l s o  e n c lo s in g  
c o p ie s  o f  two o th e r  l e t t e r s  r e g a rd in g  D ru ry . These 
w i l l  g iv e  you a  b e t t e r  p i c t u r e  o f  h i s  h i s t o r y  and 
w i l l  u n d oub ted ly  be o f  some v a lu e  i n  your r e c o r d s .

Yours s i n c e r e l y ,

MAP/arn,
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J .  G. L ea f ,  Esq,.,
J A sso c ia ted  E th y l  Co. L td . ,  
'A r t i l l e r y  House,
A r t i l l e r y  Row, 
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26 th  F eb ru a ry ,  1947

Dear Hr. Leaf,

W ith re f e re n c e  to  your l e t t e r  o f  6 th  F eb ruary  abou t t h i s  man, 
th e  r e s u l t  o f  th e  a n a l y s i s  which was c a r r i e d  out on a 'sample o f  h i s  
u r in e  by Hr. S.R. Smith o f  th e  C c u r ta u ld  I n s t i t u t e , i s  a s  fo l lo w s :  -

U r ine  Sample rec e iv e d  2 7 .1 .4 7 .  from Falmouth .

Vol lig Lead in U gm. ' Hgn. p b /
ml. Sample l i t r e G ash 'gra. ash S.G.

* 434 .0120 .028 .037 6 .20 1.95 1018 c l e a r .

(E.R. SiHTH).

m :
Th is r e s u l t  shows t h a t  j J U n o w  has  a no -r ia l  amount o f  le a d  in  

u r in e  and i s  no lo n g e r  s u f f e r i n g  from a c t i v e  le ad  in t o x i c a t i o n .

H is o d d i ty  o f  b ehav iou r ,  bad dream s, s le e p le s s n e s s , d ep ress io n  
and co n fu s io n ,  w hich a re  mentioned i n  D r. Aildrewfe’ l e t t e r  o f  ,15th 
November, 1946, a copy o f  which was s e n t  t o  ?rr. Bevan, must t h e r e f o r e  
be - . -

(a )  th e  r e s u l t  o f  p re v io u s  le a d  i n t o x i c a t i o n

(b) due to  an in h e re n t  nervous i n s t a b i l i t y

(c) due to  an i n h e re n t  nervous i n s t a b i l i t y  agg rav a ted  by 
le ad  i n t o x i c a t i o n

(d) th e  r e s u l t  o f  some o th e r  to x i c  f a c t o r  which i s  s t i l l  
o p e ra t in g .

RE 0.021509 (C o n td . } -
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J .G .  L e a f E s q . , 2 6 th F eb ruary ,  194?
The A sso c ia ted  E th y l  Co. L td.

I n  c o n s id e r in g  th e se  one must ta k e  i n t o  accoun t the fo l lo w in g  
f a c t s : -

With regard  to  (a) i t  i s  ex t rem e ly  r a r e  indeed , i f  no t a c t u a l l y  
unknown, f o r  th e  m enta l symptoms and s ig n s  o f  t e t r a  e t h y l  lead  
i n t o x i c a t i o n  to  be perm anent. When reco v e ry  o ccu rs  -  as ,  acco rd in g  
to  Dr. Coleman’ s l e t t e r  o f  8 th  March, 1946 to  P r o f es s o r  Dodds, i t  
d id  do -  one does n o t  look  f o r  a r e t u r n  o f  symptoms. I f th e y  do 
r e tu r n  i t  i s  u n l i k e ly  t h a t  lead  i n t o x i c a t i o n  i s  th e cause .

W ith r e g a rd to  (b) th e r e  i s  ev idence in  th e  h i s t o r y w hich I  
took  f r o m j K ^ w h e n  I  saw him t h a t  he had in  f a c t  some in h e re n t  
nervous i n s t a b i l i t y  in  t h a t  h i s  r e a c t i o n s  to  c e r t a in  in c id e n ts  in  
h i s  l i f e  were somewhat abnormal.

With reg a rd  to  (c) i t  i s  r e a s o n a b le 1 to  a c c e p t  as pro b a b le  t h a t  
le ad  i n t o x i c a t i o n  agg rava ted  h is  nervous i n s t a b i l i ty  and p r e c i p i t a t e d  
th e  m enta l i l l n e s s  on account of w hich he was adm it ted  to  Bodmin 
Meata.l h o s p i t a l .

W ith reg a rd  to  (d) th e re  i s  c e r t a i n l y  a p o s s i b i l i t y th a t  h is  
c o n d i t io n  as  d e sc r ib e d  on 15th November, 1946, may be due to  
m e d ica t io n  which he has rec e iv e d  s in c e  h i s  d is c h a rge  from Bodmin Mental 
H o sp i ta l  as Dr. Davison s u g g e s ts ,  and t h i s  p o s s i b i li t y  should be 
i n v e s t i g a t e d .  - '

I n  th e  meantime f o r  the  in fo rm a t io n  o f  o u rs e lv e s  i t would be 
h e lp fu l  to  have an e x p re s s io n  o f  Dr. Kehoe’ s v iews on th e  q u e s t io n  as 
to  w hether  he has known o f  any case  o f  t e t r a  e th y l  le a d  p o iso n in g  
(o r  o f  le a d  encepha lopathy  from in o rg a n ic  le a d )  where th e  mental 
symptoms have been perm anent. I f  th e  case  shou ld  come to  co u r t  and 
Dr. D avison o r  I  be o b l ig ed  to  appea r ,  i t  would s u st a in  our 
c o n f id e n c e .a p p re c ia b ly  to  know t h a t  no c a se s  showing permanent m en ta l 
derangement a re  known t o  Kehoe.

• ' \
Yours s in c e r e l y ,

DAVID A.K. CASSELLS.


