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Dr. R.A:.Kehoe,

The Kettering Laboratory,
College of Medicine,
University of Cincipnati,
ORIO,

bear Dr. Kehoe,

Attached hereto is & letter signed by
Dr. Cassells, but which is, in fact, a joint
opinion with Dr.Davison concerning the case of
: one of the ren, who,you will recall,
contracted lead intoxication at Falmouth in 1945,
vie would be grateful if you would let us have your
oninion regarding the point raised in the last
paragraph, namely the permanence of mental symptonms

Y

following TEL poisonings- o |
Frr your informetion we are slsc enclosing
copies of two other letters regarding Drury. These
will give you & better picture of his history and
"will undoubtedly be of some value in your recoerds.
Yours sincerely, e
, e f
au/B/Mf
G
- MAP/an.
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BRITISH ETHYL CCRFORATION LID.

%out | HORTHYICH,
CHISHIRE.

) 26th February, 1947
J.3. Leaf, Esg., :

Tassociated XFthyl Co. Ltd.,

"Artillery House,

Artiliery Row,

Lomndl, s.¥.l1.

Dear lir. Leafl,

With reference to your letter of 6th PFebruary cbcut this man,
the result of the analvsis which was carried out on a sample of his
urine by Me., EZ.R. Snmith of the Ccurtauld Institute, is as follows:~

Urine Sample received 27.1,47. from Falmouth

Tol Mz Lead in U . HMan. Pb/
ml, { Sample litre G ash ! zm. ash 3.G.
434 L0120 .028} .037| 6.201 1.95 1c18 cleard ~

(T.R., SFITH).

This result shows that -uow has a nomial usmount of lead in

“his urine and is no longer suffering from active lead intoxication.

His oddity of behaviour, bad dreams,vsleepleesness, depression
and confusion, which ars mentioned in Dr. ahdrews' letter of 15th
Hovember, 1946, a copy of which was sent to !r, Bevan, must therefore
be I . .
{a) the result of previous lead intoxicaticn

(b) due to .an inherent nervous instability

{c) due to an inherent nervous instability aggravated by
lead intoxication

(d) the resuit of sorme other toxie factor which is still
operating.
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J.G. Leaf, =sq., 26tn February, 1947

The .ssociated Zthyl Co. Ltd.

In considering these one must take into account the following
facts: -

With rezard to {a) it is sxtremely rare indeed, if not actually
unknown, for the mental symptoms znd signs of tetra ethyl lead
intoxieation to be permanent. When recovery occurs - as, according
to Dr. Coleman's letter of 8th March, 1946 to Professor Dodds, it
did do -~ one does not lock for a return of symptons. If they do
return it is unlikely that lead intoxicatiom is the cause.

“Jith rerard to (b) there is evidence in the history which I
took frorn-ivhen T saw hin that he had in fact sorme inherent
nervous instability in thst his reactions to cartain incidents in
his life were scrnewhat abnoraal.

7ith regard to (c¢) it is reusonable to accept as probabla that
lead intoxication agaravated his anervous instability and uprecipitated
the mental illness on account of which he was zdmitted to Rodmin
Vental Hospituzl.

With regard to {(d) there is certainly a possibility thst his
condition as described on 15th November, 1946, may be due to
medication which he has received since his discharge from Bodmin lMental
Hospital as Dr. Davison suggests, and this possibility should be
investi;ated. ' . '

In the meantime for the information of curselves it would be
helpful to have an expression of Dr. Kehoe's views on the juestion as
to whether he has known of any case of tetra ethyl lead peciscning

" {or of lead encephalopathy from inorganic lead) where the mental

symptons have besn permanent. If the case should coma to court and
Dr. Davison or I be obliged to appear, it would sustain our
confidence appreciably. to know that no cases -showing permanent mental
derangement are known to Kehos.
}
Yours sincersaly,

"DAVID Ai.K. CASSELLS.




