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Sitce Butte was added to the Superfund National Priorities List in 1983, we ve gone through six
presidents, 14 ERPA administrators (acting and permanent) and mote then hall a dozen Region 8
ERA administrators.

The latest to sit al the Region 8 desk is Doug Benevento, a Colorado altorney who has been an
energy executive and has also run the stale’s Departmen! of Bublic Health and Envirenment

Fortunately, In the first three weeks of his tenure, he has done precious litlle sitling. lnstead he has
peen travelng to leam fisthand aboul ERA s challenges in the region, which are too lengthy o list

i0s no accitdent thal he speot four of his firgt 16 days in office In Montana, We gre plegzed 1o nole
that he spent intensive time with Gov Steve Bullock DEQ boss Tom Livers and thelr stalfs. He also
came to Butle this past Wednesday, and made a very good impression. He did not condescend He
came off as selfeffacing, sincere and shaightforward.

Ferhaps the best thing Benevenlo said during his shorl visit was that he realized it was 100 short and
it therefore coming back o a couple of weeks.

While that vigit will focus more on the considerable issues EFPA faces in Angconda, he did indicate
he would also return to Butte, On Nov. 14, The Montane Sandard and Restore Our Creek Coalition
will co-sponsor a rally at the Covellite Theatre It should surprise no one that the central message
that evening will be: Clean it up. Bestore our Creek. Gel il done.

We sincerely hope Bepevenlos relum visit will include his presence al this event, which would
enable hirnto hear very directly fromi the combnunity. We Urge hirm ~ and vou — 1o attend.

Benevento clearly wishes to communicale clearly and move guickly. He said he hopes to have a
Butle Prionly Solls consent decree in place by early nead year, and i that'e nol possible, he said
ERA stands ready to enforce the law and niove the cleanup along with g unilateral administrative
order.

Sierra Club v. EPA, 1:17-cv-01906 ED_001523_00000400-00001


mailto:jackson.ryan@epa.gov

That mirrors ERPA Administrator Scoll Pruitt's stated indention to move cleanups along more guickly.

While & burst of speed would certainly be welcome alfier three decades of glacial Superfung
progress, speed alone won't be snough to do right by this town . If speed means taking the cheavest,
most expediant path, Bulle may never recover

Any remedy whether agreed upon by the slale, county, ERPA and Atlaniic Richlield or unilaterally
iposed by ERA must be substantive. In other words, the pollutants must come out of the ground
and oul of the water. Cverbroad technical impracticability’ zones or more waste in place’ palch
jobes will not suffice. The guality of Bulte s cleanup will define the town's fulure, A guick ‘get out of
town” deal would be even more harmiul than the plodding progress the lown has endured so far

With all of those caveals Benevento s rtesolve, forthrighiness — ana presence in Bulte — are gl
excellent signs. We applaug him for getling his tenure offto a very promising start
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