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Mr, R, J, Gamblin
Conoco

P.0. Box 605
Westlake, La. 70669

Dear Mr. Gamblin:

During a recent telephone conversation on July 26, 1973, with

Mr. Gerlach we briefly outlined the scope of a contract our firm
has with the U.S, Environmental Protection Agency to aid in the
development of effluent limitations and new source performance
standards for the Organic Chemicals Industry. To develop the re-
quired effluent limitations and standards, it is necessary both to
characterize the type and quantity of wastes which are generated
and to identify the types of control and treatment technology which®
are applicable. The data currently available from Phase | of the
project relating to both these areas are not totally sufficient for
the development of meaningful effluent limitations,

To provide a realistic data base, Roy F. Weston, Inc., plans to
visit selected plants to obtain information relating both to the
manufacturing process raw waste loads and to the end-of-process
treatment systems. Based on published information available in the
open literature, and Refuse Act Permit Applications supplied by EPA,
80 facilities have been selected as candidates for visits. These
facilities include ptants with continuous and batch manufacturing
operations, as well as those with end-of-process treatment systems,.

The Conoco plant located at Westlake, La. is included with those
facilities we wish to survey.

The Westlake facility was chosen on the basis of vinyl chloride manu-

facturing operation for which we wish to obtain data leading to the
establishment of process raw waste load,
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The specific information we desire concern:

1. The water quality and type of treatment provided prior to-
utilization in manufacturing operations.

2. The raw waste loads generated by individual manufacturing pro-
cesses,

3. The end-of-process wastewater treatment systems which receive
wastes from several manufacturing operations,

Personnel from Roy F. Weston, lnc., and EPA representatives will conduct the
actual plant visits. Information on manufacturing operations and thus the
associated raw waste loads will be derived from:

1. Interviews with operating personnel,

2. Examination of plant design and operating data (process flow
sheets, plot plans for sewer layout, and available analyses of
process waste streams.)

3. individual process wastewater sampling and analysis.

To aid the project team in understanding your process or processes, a
"simplified process flow diagram should be prepared beforehand indicating
major unit operations, any pollution control equipment, e.g. dust
collectors, all process water and raw material additions to the system
and all wastewater sources going to sewer or those that are recycled,
Attached are sample flow diagrams which may be used for illustrative
purposes,

Information on the performance of wastewater treatment systems, if applicable,
will be obtained through:

. Interviews with pollution control personnel.

2. Examination of treatment plant design and operating data (flow
rates and analyses of influent and effluent.)

3. Treatment plant influent and effluent sampling.

Roy F. Weston, !nc. recognizes that most manufacturers consider the fol-
lowing types of information to be proprietary: process information re-
lative to actual production rates; catalyst types and usage; and the
particular type and number of unit operations at a specific location. We
are willing to sign secrecy agreements with industry to protect such
process information, Furthermore, any data not utilized in the study will
be returned to the specific manufacturers involved. No data related to
this study will be retained by Roy F. Weston, Inc. :

ﬁbwever, information which is specifically utilized in the data base must
be turned over to EPA upon completion of the contract. If this information
is considered to be a ''trade secret', it should be marked as such, EPA
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has indicated that information so designated will be exempted from
public disclosure pending the manufacturer's submittal of a brief
providing affirmative evidence for such a classification. (Licensing
agreements are one example of such evidence.)

Every attempt will be made to limit our discussions to soliciting only that
information which we believe is necessary to fulfill our stated objectives.
tn this way, information released to EPA which is considered as a '"rade
secret'' may be kept to a minimum,

The analytical data in the final EPA report will be identified only by
product name and there will be no mention of your company in the actual
report. In the previous Phase | study, all analytical data was grouped in
categories and generally not compared on a product for product basis,
Therefore all data collected during this project will be useful in
verifying previous categorizations and providing us with a broad data base
upon which to make future recommendations.

We plan to conduct our field data collection program from September 1 to
October 30, 1973. Currently, we are planning to schedule visits to in-
dividual facilities daring this eight-week period, We will be calling
you within the next few days to schedule a visit during this period.

Any questions you may have should be directed to Dave Smcllwood ok
Chuck Mangan, '

Very truly yours,

I N Oowolidy fevn

James H, Dougherty, P.E.
. Senior Project Manager
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John D. Minott (Conoco )
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7044’& You Were [out

Phone No. - é 72 30-30
7 2N
D/Telephoned E’ﬁease call écﬂ 9

[[] Called to see you D Will call again

[:] Left the following message:- D Returned your cal

CCR 000035084 jr

OFFICE QUTFITTERS ® LITHOGRAPHING @& PRINTING e BOOCKS e GIFTS
COUNTY RECORDS e  OFFICE PLANNING AND LAYOUT SERVICE

505 EAST GRAND
,‘““% :55%222‘5 PHONE
5 {405) 765-4401
STATIONERY & BANK SUPPLY, Inc,
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