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Subjeot: Health Hasards Ralating to Braks lining Repair

In August 1973 the attachad letter was directed to Gensral Sarvices Garage
areas informing them of procedures $n minimising airborns esbestos in vehigle
brake rebuilding and inspsotion operations. 4 study concerning asbestos ex-
posure of gasrage mschanics during brake lining maintenance, condusted by Mt,
Sinal School of Medicine {n 1975, conaluded that airborne fiber conoceatration

°7 frequantly exceeded ths current regulated limits, It wvas found that asbestos
fibars blown into the atmosphere by air blasts used to clean brake parts wvas
the mjor contridbutor, and that ereas remots from the sctual cleaning contained
unacceptable asbestos levels., Thsse findings eonvinced KIOSH (Rational Inati-
tute for Oocupational Safety and Mealth) to recently avard a $180,060 contract
to Mt. 3inal to determine the hes.th hasards associate] with exposure to asbes-
tos in these cperations. Concurrently a $64,522 contrict wvas let to Texns AUM
Research Foundaticn to determine and document the collaction efficisncy of
industrial vaouum units and teohniques for disposal of asbestos wasts in brake
and clutch servicing industries.

In viev of ths previous results and ths ongoing studies, and previous Pord dction
in this area (ses Maintenance Bulletin 137 attached) garege areas within Car
Enginsering are reminded that the exposure of employees to airborns asbestos
should be limited Ly restricting the use or location of air btlast cleaning of
trake parts or assemblies. In addition, all garage areas are to plan for com-
plete elimination of this preotice and replacemsnt by vacuum or other methods

- to elininate airborns asbestos hasards, Future developments relating to ths
study vill be transmitted upon receipt to all affected operations.
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