A in
o of
Larn.
View
mabedd

now

raai,

w1 of
ar—
'i:i.\h
Lgiite
wiil
coadd
Loits
I
<3t
“tain
;’un‘di-
ctors
veen
ET e

>

- 1968

JRECEIVED

Fed
A, & PLASTICS
- ¢ AR

il iy havo been
.ang candidates for
v beards have heen.
satacles to return should be
-_..ainish the rate of emigration ia
.ieuts for carcer guidance of traigees
~ved and that more eppottunitics should
_.oracademic carcers. The Minister of Health
studying these recommendations.

. ue loxs of 300 doctors a year is indeed serious, but
should be scer in proportion to the numbers Britain
gains from other countries. Last ycar almost 2,000
dactors from the Conunonwealih alono applicd to enter
Britain.,  In 1963, the most vceent year for which
firurcy arc available, there were 6,000 doctors working
in National Heaith hospitals who had beea born
abroad—abous 30 per cent of the total.  Of geoeral
practitioners 2,600, or 12 per cent of tho total, were
born abroad. If every doctor were to practise in the
eniintry of his birth, Britain would not be the gainer.
But this is not to decry any eiforts that tho ministry
may now make to cncourage tho return of expatriates,
and to allay the discontent of those who would follow
them. .
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More on Asbestosis

Trar there are risks associated with asbestus is not
now disputed. A review of the problem as it occurs
in Britain has just been published as a memorandum
by the Advisory Panel on Problems Arising from the
TUsce of Aasbostos (HMSOQ, 8s. 9d.). Thue advisory panel,
sct up in 1963 by HM Factory Inapeciorate, is respon-
sible for consicering the use of asbestos in relation to
the healih of those directly or indircctly cxposed to
asbestos in their occupations. Over the whole country
the panel estimates that about 20,000 persons ore
cxnosed to asbestos in the usc or handling of the fibres.
The fgure is probably higher than this; people can
casily be put at risic by working near to where asbestos
ishandled. The present Asbestos Industry Regulations,
1031, are applicd to some 300 registered factorics, but
the report says that there arc many other factories
which usc asbestos products and which do not comoe
“sithin the regulations. The Ministry of Labour is ot
presend drawing up new regulations to cover a wider
rango of factories.

It was in the 1920s that it was first clearly recognized
that ashestosis, a fibrotio condition of the lungs, is
caused by occupational exposure to ashestos. Within
Aiew years it was sugzzested that the discase might be
complicated by the development of carcinoma of the
ung, but an associntion was not generally accopted
urtil the 1950s. Recently, there has been concern over
the ccourrence of mesothelial tummpurs of the pleura
or peritoneum which appear to be causally related to
ashestos exposure in many cases. Since 1066 meso-
tiwlioma has heen a scheduied industrial discase.

The advisory panci conclhicles that there {3 an
tiercasing incidence of ashestosia in the country:
‘T inost likely explanation for thin itwrensd in g
LTeed use of Tasbiesioa and the greater numbers of
neonle employed in the industry over the pest 20
yeats. But the panel saxs that “there i3 no vvidence
that the overali attack rate has decreased in tin indus-
try over tads pericd. eithouzh it has in some toxtils

milly in which the dusi conditions have bLeon greatly
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recommends tha er_types of fibre shouid _be
ststuted for crocidolite wherever possible, and, =

, this s imposaible, speecinl precauntions should he
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improved”. Tt appenes that if the regnlationa ar wmoce
widely and more stringently appiicd than at presone,

tho number of cases should incvitabiy fall.

Tho punel indicates that crocidaiite haz a anecial
significonee in relation to mesothelial thmouza, ;
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"To toducc the risks of inhaling the material 70

pancl Bdinits 1hat attho moment tin Jevel of cxprs
helow which the risk may be negligible is not known,
The guantity of crocidolite (blue asbestos) imprnrtesd
into the country ix much lcss than the other varictics
of asbestos, and it has remained at abemt 7000 tans
per year for the last few years. Dut time max
that other fibres are also implicated in the develnpinens
of mosothelial tumours.

Finally, the report suggests that action shouli L»
tahen to control the discharge of dust-laden air from
nsbeatos factories and the dispersal of dust frem waste
dumps. It emphasizes, however, that the probles
of mesothrlioma in association with asbestos exposizs
should be kept in & proper perapective. Even thous
tho incidence is incrrasing, the total number of coics
ol mesothcloma m Dritain over several vears js ve—
small when comparcd with the anrnual total of Cicins

irom cancers of the trachiea, bronchys and lung. P
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Recording Weather

AN outomatic weather recording station which cen
operate unmanned for af least three months has Hevn
produced by the Plessey Company Ltd. Tiis stati
which can make and record moro then 52,357 mow:
menta in a three month period, is available from <
Marine Systems Division of the Plesscy Eicctronics
Group at Iiford. The value of automatic westie:

IR

" stations was recognized by a recent report fram ile

World Meteorological Organization {Nalure, 213, 132<:
1967). They are important because modern devel
ments in weather foreccsting require information b
climate from all over the world—sometimes rom u
inhabited arcas—and it is becoming increasis
hard to persuade amateur meteorplogists to proviis
accurste data day by day. Prolessionals cosr mener.
and so there should be a real market for curem
stations which can do the job relisbly for long pericis
without attention.

The Plessoy station-is virtuslly selfcoutained :
can monitor parametera such as rainfall, bunmill
wind spced and direction, air, soil and water 1o:
tures, baremetric pressure, pH, solar radiation o
water level and flow. The basic desicn was evolved
co-operation with the British \Water Resources 2
the Mcteorological Office and the National DI
Laboratory. By adding various instruments :
basic design, it has been possible to producs o -
of stations including hydrometcerological, ¢
logical, water leval, water gnality and recesiling
stations, Fach can be arrnpged for nivoeatic o
biethy il the rocurded data ean ba sent by rlein
to a control centro on deniand.

Lach stetion is supplicd as a complete svsien
sensors, recorder, power supply, ‘Stevenson' ses
snd & stayed aluminiuin mast which support

50r5.  The muemory of the stalivg vamipies Bu te eivht

sonsors in turn, recording their ouijuts in. ten-is
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