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The following is a resume of the asbestos bearing dust situation at the i 
est Groton plant of & V Specialties Co. Inc | 
perations during June 1952 â�� 

; 

wing the latter part of August 1952 Hr Edward J. Maghan of the State 
Safety visited the & V Specialtiss 

several verbal recommendations - 

mong them was one regarding the dust condition involving asbestos He 

ecommended that some chendats from the State Department be brought 
Fecialtias West Oroton plant to take samples of air On October 27 

hair analysis That analysis is on file 
952. I quote the following from the report of October 29ths -â��-- 

â��â��... |... 

An evaluation was made of the dust concentration in the 
worlding atmosphere at the blending and carding 
machines The USA Midget Impinger Flasks were used and 
results are tabulated balar˜– 
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asbestos dust in air is given as 5 million particles 
per cubic foot of air However since there is only 30 

â�� 
asbestos in the mixture using the same reasoning L_M 

-g- 

Results 

Dust Asbestos & Cotton 
1illions of Tarticles per 

Tse Location Cubic Foot of hir 
10 minutes Operator’s Exposure 11.0 â�� ._.. 

37 seconds Discharge end of mach- 11.0 
â�� 

ine first run material 

10 minutes General air side and front 603 
´' 

47 seconds of breaker card No. 1 
. 

15 nutes 
7 

30 secer.ds General air take ends 305 
and side of finisher card 
No. I . 

Kamimum Allowable Concentration 15 
ees ~ 

Tha zaxing allowable concentration for respirable 

do in the evaluation of the maximum allowable concentre- 
tion for free silica we arrive at a figure of 15 million 
particles per cubic foot of air Therefore the above 
results indicate that if our assumption is valid the con- 
centration of the dust is not excessLTO 

June 24 1953 as a result of my request Mr. H.C. Burnham represent- 
Specialties insurance company Hartford Accident & Indemnity Com 

cans to the plant and looked over the operation He recommended 
ha letter signed by C.R. Sinclaire the District Engineer for the 
nsurance company that rays be taken of all employees in R & V Spec- 
alties Co. Inc. and that the same should be done for all new employees 
Specialties This was also recommended by the State Engineer and 
hemists back in Cetober 1952 

January of 1954 15. Nichols and Mr. Micholson told me that beginning 
mediately all new employees of both Specialties and Hollingsworth & 

ose Company were to have a chest ray in addition to the regular pre- 
mployment physical examination I arranged Dr. Cyrus Cominos 
or the chest x- to be taken at the Groton Community Hospital and 
be read by Dr. Robert O. Vance Radiologist of Beston 

he first part of 1y 1954 . Milton E. Wheeler Jr. an employee of 
pecialties spake to . o’talley about the possibility of having a 
Chest ray 

) 

May 5 195 co. Nichols and Mr. Micholson asked me to make arrange 
cents to have all of the present employees of H 7 Specialties Co. 
Inc. have chest -17 This was arranged for at the Groton Hospital 
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On the zorning of Way 5 1974 Mr. Meehan the State Inspector in con- 
Fany with 17. Barley and Hr Coupioni visited the specialties plant anz 
then came to tyoffice tyoffice They stated that the dust condition in the 
department was considerably better and practically nil They also 
again recommended that chest rays for all new employmas and the employ- 
oes in Specialties to taken I told them that we had already started 
having chest rays for all new employees and that we were going to 
have the same done for all present employees 

On Friday May 7th 1r Thoms Ober asked ir Olley if the company 
was going to have chest rays of the amployees in Specialties kr | 

O’Malley told him that arrangements were now being made and that the 
rays would be started next week 

| 
Six rays were taken on May 14th six on May 17th seven on Lay 20th 

one on May 21st They were examined and read by Dr. Vance and all 
were negative except the one for George W. Oakes Dr. Vance reported 
that his opinica Cakes ray indicated an old condition 

It had previously been arranged that all reports were to be considered 
confidential and a direct report on all rays was to be given to & 
Specialties Co. Inc. Unfortunately the ray technician on complat- 

the pictures made the following remark to an employes All rays ́ƒ 
pear negative except that of George W. Cakes The employee to whon 

He made the remark apparently passed it on among the other employees . 

ith 
the result being that Oakes was notified indirectly of the result 
his ray oO 
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May 21st it was decided that a talk should be held with the Hartford _ 

Insurance Company to get thoughts and recommandations regarding 
the ray of 1. Cakes On Monday May 24th Mr. James M. Raher and 

o the West Groten office and the onse was discussed with him 
- 

Re 
hought that the employee 1. Calma should be told of his condition ard 

hat we should get a recommendation from Dr. Vance and Dr. Cominos 

Tuesday 147 25th at about 10:30 am Nr 011511ay and I went to 
the hera of 15. George Cakes and told him of the ray finding â��â�� â��â��:-â�� 

akes told us that he knew of this condition and that sexe three or four 
: 

ears ago when the lassachusetts Tuberculosis Association Mobile Unit 
ace to the West Groton plant and took chest rays of all those who 
ished the he had one taken and was informed that he should consult 
is doctor He contacted Dr.Cominos who stated told him of the â��â�� â��â�� 
hest condition This chest ray was taken prior to his employment by 
Specialties 

Tulay 147 25th 1r Dugene Smith and I went to the office of Dr. 
Tus Cominos I told him that the ray technician 15. Hickson Had told Harold Folate when he had his ray taken that up to that time 1 of the x re notative except the one for Coorge Cakes and 

that I thought it was very definitely a breach of ethics and faith and 
that Ir Mickson in my opinion had no right to give this information 

to anyone except . Cominos and Dr. Vance Dr. Comnincs stated that 
he was very songs this had happened and further stated that he would 
send a letter of explanation and polowy to Nr Nicholson 
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Accorparded by if, Cominos Mr. Sith and I went to the Groton Hoa¨�i- tal where we discussed the rays with Dr. Pance Also present were Mascleed Mascleed printement of the hospital Ir Rˆ…ckron the hospi- tal ray technician and Dr. Vance’s nurse Dr. Vance told us that 
* the condition found in 1r Cak˜�s lungs was of long landing and fren the history of his previous work he would think that it was caused possibly from sens dust He further stated that his chest was con- pletely healed and that there was scar tissue present I asked him what he would recomend for this man and if allowed to continue to work in i Specialties would it in any way aggravate that previous condition He | stated that very definitely asbestos could aggravate the condition and : that if by any chance he should pick up any tuberculosis it could be attributable to the asbestos exposure His recommendation was that he 

: 

be imediately taken out of Specialties and that be should not at any time work where there was a dust condition 
On Wednesday May 25th at about 2130 p.m. Mr. Nichols Ur O’Malley and I went to 1. Oakes homa Ho was sleeping and his wife got him up , 
and brought him downstairs I told him that in view of the condition 

| of his chest and the recommendations of Dr. Vance Dr. Combinos and 15. Raher that we could not allow him to work in Specialties any longer but that Hr Nackaster was going on a ninety leave absence starting June 1st and that we could give him a transfer to 
| 

that job and as soon as any job became available on the bulletin board | 
he would be eligible to bid for the same He seamed at a loes for something to say and having just awakened him I suggested that he con- tact me the next day when he came for his pay This seemed to be aprec able to him 

. 

On Thursday May 27th ir Macluster spoke to me about Ur Oskew stat- ing 
that Hr Cakes had gone to Dr. Comminos and that the doctor had 

â��J 

told his that there was no reason why he could not work in his regular department Specialties and that asbestos would not hurt him I con- tacted Dr. Comince and he told me over the telephone that he told 1. Oakes that if the company wanted to have him signa release that it would be alright for him to work there and the he Dr. Comines would talk to the company along that line I told Dr. Commines that it there was the pessibility of a resecurrence as had been stated to us on Tuesday May 25th that we could not allow him to stay there W. Lac- master -2, arren Mr. Cann and Mr. Oakes came into the office and asked for a discussion of the case Mr. Pugena E. Smith attended this discussion . Cakes stated that he had been to see Dr. Comninos and was told by him that there was no reason why he could not work in the _ department that his chest was all healed up from the old ailment it would not bother him The suggestion was made that Hr Oakes be . rayed and amandrad by another hospital and doctor The Burbank Hospi in Nicheng was suggested Mr. Nicholson was contacted and he stated that he felt that the insurance company should be told the complete ssa. nd that they should be allowed to make the decision 
complete 
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Friday May 20th a resting was held in . Seth’s office at West 
a 

Croton with or, James H. Raher of the Hartford Insurance Augen 3. Smith and I present Mr. Oakes case was discussed at ur and it was decided that in complete faimess to the employee 
should be allowed to have another ray taken by an ray man of his choice and then compare the reports 

Tuesday June 1 1554 Kr Smith and I want to 15. Cakes home to 
-. 

talk 

with his about the possibility of his having another ray takan a place of his choice but at him on Squannacook Road in his car ´«+... â�� discussed the meter with him there 1. Oakes stated that he did feel it was necessary to have another ray taken since the candi- had been with him for a number of years as a result of having worked coal mines in Kentucky He had been aware of the condition and had the work in the coal mines Secause of it He stated that he did feel that note rray uld change the picture and that he had decided that as per our suggestion it was better for him to 
leave the department and that he would go on Monday next June 7th to the Shipping Department and take over the job vacated by R.W. Kellastar who is nave absance and that in the meantime he would watch the ; bulletin bulletin board for any possible jobs that he could bid on 

Sednesday June 2 I called Hr Nichols and informed him of this decision by Mr. Cakes I have also called Mr. Raher of the Hartford Insurance Company , 

Insurance 

Simmerely yours 
; 

HOLLINGSWORTH & VOSE COMPANI 

Frank C.Harmon 
Frank C. Harmon 
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