Septemder 8, 1954

N, Josse E, Lewis
Vice Fresident
Air-Shields, Ins,
Hatdboro, Pennsylvania

Re: “"Vinylite® VU-1900 Clear 01
Dear Xr. Lewis:

Your letter of September first to Nr., W, I. Lowe of
the Bakelite Company, a Division of Union Carbdide and Carden
Corporation, Bas been referred to me for anawering, This
*Vinylite" oo-pouuon is two-thirds vinyl chleride goly-or.
around one-third "Flexol" Plasticizer DOP (dai-f-ethy
mhnhu), and leass than 2 per eent organic tin snbu:ur.

vinyl shloride resin is extremely inart phnioloziuuy.
and because of this fact it is eommonly used in food packag
ing. The DOP i3 a plaaticizer commonly used in such Wl-
tions also in food za.okagins. The organie tin stadbilizer is
a skin irritant in its eoncentrated fora, but we had thirty
husan subjeets patch tested with 1 per oent of this gompound
on gauxe, and no sensitizations occurred,

A formulation similar to this has been used for
years in "Vinylite" sheeting and, $o our knowledge, has not
saused &ny troudle in the production of dermatitis among users
of the same, It 1s frequently used in artisles eof elothing,
ineluding by pants,

Yo would think that the e¢ase referred to in the
htur from the Premature Center, Charity HNHospital of Loui-
Bew Orleans, is very unusual, Of sourse, some indi-
iduals Gevelop sontact dermatitis to sush ecxmon materials
“ wool, lilk, vheat ﬂm, ote,

&
If wo may be of any further serviece lununot
buuhum\uhu. + P

8

S Very truly rm._

[
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REDICAL DIRECTOR
INDUSTRIAL MEDICAL AND TOXICOLOGY DEPARTMENT
?1“. Y. Male, K. D.
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HATBORO, PENNSYLVANIA « TELEPHONE

Ty /:/Q:
Senterver 1, 1954 \J Vyire b e A

¥r. W. I, Lowe
Bakelite Commeny
30 East 42nd Street
few York 17, ¥. Y.

Deer ¥r. Lowe!

Please accent my apology for not complying imrediately with your
request on the telenhone on Augsust 25 to furnish details relative
to the complaint tremsmitted to us by one of our hosnital customers.

A cony of this letter is enclosed, containing information thet wve
trust will be helnful to you in premaring the ansvers to the subject
problen, which we ere anxiouns to forwaerd to this hosnitel as soon
es vwe heer fron you.

Trusting that this information is comnlete, and thenking you in
advance for your irmediate attention, we remain,

Very traly yop
?' LS IR,

Jesse E, Lewvis
Vice President
Production
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Alr-Shields, Inc.
Hethoro, Pz. '

Gertlenen

In following up on our édiscussion toder, T susmect it mey be helwiund
to rou to =ave the more smecific end detAlled descrintisn of my nrobdlern,
in wvritirg, es follows

One of the most imwortant head nurses in our Premature Center, &
girl who has been workins in the unit for almost two yeers, has been
troudbled for the past 1—& montrks by a serioins and wnersistent "econtect
dermatitis" involvin g onlv her hends znd forerrgs. Her condition hes been
careflly studied by s commetent staff of dermatologicts who are nov of
the Opinion that the cansative "contact" sgent nmust be "plastic" sleeves
nf the ISCLETITZ incubators to which she exnnses the involved erens re-
peatedly each day. Thorough trial vperiods have been conducted to exclude
several soans ani detercents s well as plein water. Further stuiies,
amnlyinge skin tects of variois nlestic materiale, are in prorress.

Sirce the possibility exists that more then one tyme of nlastic
materip) of snecific chemicel neture has been used in the manufactire of
the sleeves we pre novw using (the most recent sumnly of sleeves we have
received is Order ¥o. 75992 NCE, which was shinmel from Hethoro on
Avwmist 4, 1954), several alterrative and commlementary steps sre swgested
25 likely ant reascneble solutions to this »roblen, o8 follows:

1. Suooly us with the complete chemical swecifications for the
plastic material used in the manufacture of all orders of
sleeves we have recelved from you in the past vear along with
small sammles for skin testing ané snecificstions of a2 cornletely
different »nlestic meterial which could be used in future manu-
fecture of clesves far us,

IZ you have sleeves currently available mede of materisl which
ve cen be asswred differs chemicelly fro" those we:have re-
ceived In the nast, we would anmmreciste your senﬁrgfpre—
lininary order of Lo guck slecves. This would 2 JopiNs t9
furnish one gife of the 20 ISCLEITES novw in use b

the Premature Center. Purchase order can De arr

:ﬁitg; .
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Provide us with information as to how similer problens have
been solved elseviere or any otner sugrestlons you ney have.

As you no doubt may surmise from the character of this letter, I
consider this to be a very important problem a2t this time., TYour conperation
in findin~ & solution will be deenly apnreciated.

Sincerely yours,

Medical Director, Prerature Center
Charity Hosnital of Lonisiana
New Orleans 12, louwisiana
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September 13, 1954

Trhomas W. Nale, MOD.
Medical Director
Irdustrial Medical a d
Toxicology Departmenrt
Union Carbide and Carbon Corporation
30 East Forty-Second Street
New York 17, Ne Y.

Dear Dr. Nale:

Please forgive my delay in acknowledging your very kind letter
of September 8 but,as 1 have been away for the past week, it
was just brought to my attention this morning.

Your cooperation is greatly appreciated and very helpful to us.
We have taken the liberty of sending a copy of your letter to
Dr. William T, Newsom, “harity Hospital, New Orleans.

Many, many thanks again,

Very sincerely rs,

éjesse E. Ledis
v

ice President

JEL:1

RECEIVED
SEP 14 TR
INDUSTR:AL MZDICAL &
TOXICOLOGY DZPARTMENT
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3. Provide us with information as to hov siniler nrobless heove
been solved elseviere or an” other sicrestions you mer have.

Ls you no doubt may surmise frorm the character of this letter, I
consider this to be a very important problen at this time. TYour cosmeraticn
in findin~ a solution will be deenly annrecizted,

Sincerely yours,

Medical Director, Premature Center
Charity Hosnital of Louisiana
Yew Orleans 12, Louieiang
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