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S0 .Takmg G Steps . - Sources of alraome asbestos
Twa chemical process companies
tock giant stexn toward diversifying

into- the_oc=zapgmnhy Seid:lag. week,
and two paper companies with com.

e Yy ;,,Axm: undm:catmg:.
e "&-9; 'L" -Asbestos ceiling and- ﬂonr tx‘l

s LR

aAsbutcs :hmgle: and sidings: :

4 Asbestos.lmed ducts used in centrally air-canditioned building
? il - , "Asbestos ducts and insulation in home centralheating plants..
ZX . biried: sales of"pealy $1- Fillionfyerr 2 " Motor vehicle br:ke ﬁnmgs and cluteh plates, *
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verFitting, cutting, and removmg “asbestos-filled wallboards 2
flogrings, _pspmg and m:ulatxcn. .
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Spusmal ’p&z‘-!:=%m filtered effiuent from asbestos processing plants. **
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P mnuurc«'p.a.a,\nxda)
_,;....Q and B. L McFariand and Associates

T (Fat Worti and Midland, Tex), 2
"-1 7 group of five companies invoived in
ctgd '- -offshore.-and onshore drilling gperz-
- . “uons. have agnzd .10 merge subject
o . Tto stockholders’ approval. The Me-
..:'.’ - :Fariand group operates five offshore
L. % drilling rigs in the Gulf of Mexico.
SR ) A tentative agreement to merge
has been reached by US. Plywood
Carp. (New York} and 'Chanp_u_ag
"%+ Papery, Inc. (Hamilion, O It 4ir sub-

’ jeet 10 both directors’ and stockhold-
ers’ approval. The corporate identities
of both companies will be preserved.

e

products are vaited at more than $500
million/ycar—=may be (2 for a shakes

. up. It couid come in the form of
federal icgisiation limiting the wse of
asbestos, becauss asbestos has been sc-
cused—though not yet “convicted™=—

, \a Aarignificiit, bealth- baxrd: -Prob-, |

. .

plastics.

Recent studies have convinesd US,
Public Health Service specialists and
uther medical authorities that about
40¢¢ of all Americans have. mild,
chronie eases of asbestosis, even
though most of them necver worked
directly with asbestos.

Unlike other airborne dust particles,
ashestes fibers have the abilitye—als
must as much as activated carbone
to absorb polycyclic hydrocarbons
and aneniczls. Furthermore, says
USPHS. in the past JO yesrs the a3
bestoserciated cancer rate has ine
crcascd sixfold.

The Inferences: While the average
abestot worker is well protected, the
man on the strest is not. The Ixl.
mizzon iwdos Se= in his lungs can
s from = varizey of sourees (ladle,
.,'.. o pob,

ad medics! exacrts say there's no

" v % zwosw hydrocarbon conteat
‘w e lung deposits, .

\izerican Cancer Society researche
or- feel certain there is 3 synergistic
relativnszip among airborne asbestos,
smnoiing and lung s3ncer. They reason
_1hwt the nondezradable, hvdrocxrben-
swabad filers may well be a tohstant
ruizsss of lung irritation.

Reducing Gas Rates

The Federal Power Commission has

. ordered El Paso Natural Gas Co. and

. Transwestern Pipeiine Co. to reduce

hy S1T mmwn/yar the price of na.

. " .tural gas in the southern California
market.

The rate cut stems from the July
36 dectsion in which FPC turned
down the application of Gull Pacifc
Pipeline Co. (3 Teaneeo subsidiary)

* to supply g3 to the Los Angeles area
. (CW. Augp. 6. p. 20). Gulf Pacific
last week filed for 2 rehearing.

T1. Paso and Transwestern were
told they.would have to lower their
ratcs to retleet the lower costs result-
ing from the higger deliveries pos-

- sibdé in the ctpanded sysicm. At the
ame time. FPC 33id it would conduct
furthes preceedings to decide if cuse
tomers should pet additional henelits
‘rewulting from more liberal deprecia-
tion allowances,

FPC has siven the companiey 45
dage (0 show cause why the redustion
slwuld nat tske place.
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"Asbe@ﬁos- Aw it

The asbastos indostry——whose d

* "albile “contender for asbestos mhﬂ: )
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- PHS officials thu:.k it may
them up to fve years o et
asbestes’ true role a3 an air poll
However, Congress may asx b
the research is fnished. Says R
senative Robert Watking (R,
“We've 3een enough evidener
<Jeady. Asbestos will pever get 2 ¢
bill of health, With just a little .
data well move for controls
stm:z ones”

Some form of asbestos contn
in the offing, public health off
are cermin, if only part of 2 L
clean-ambientair program. How
there is the danger that Congress
enact rigorous controls on the qu
ty of asbestos that could be usec

In that case both Canada and
asbestos producm manufact
. _would be hard hit. Of the fve [
“of asbestos mined today, chrv
asbestos holds the predominant.
ket position because of itz ims
ing and proceming qualitiex. Cz:
produces more than 305 of the ¢
sotile asbestos used in the U.S
hoth countries, a number of o
dislocations would occur.

At present, there is no known
terial that could fill all of asbe
strategic roles. On the other h
should federal controls merely
for higher standards for binders
shicldings, that would ipark 3 ris
new products, with plastics tal
the lead.

Reason, say industry spokesn
present  polymer technology «

casily turn up products to rcpl:c:
bestos in most end-uses.




