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Attentiont X¥r, Paul i&. Gross

I wish %o thank you for your letter of Hay

" 3rd deseribing your procedure in the handling of drums
h

ipped to you by the Iiryl OGasolline Corporation cone

s
Laining dthylene di-bromide,

Your degeription off tha conditiwn af the man
who was madg 111, does nob suggest that he was exposed
to the wvapors of Eithyl fluid. The symptoms which arise
from the inhalation of consiﬁerable'quantities of Tetra-
zthyl lnad ars 80 striXxing and so persistent that there
iz usually very 1ittle difficulty in recognlzing them,
Cn the other hand, the presaence of Lthylena di-bromide
contributes an additional factor which may sometimes
cloud the picture, szince certain of the ~-3pto 18 of the
di.bronide Inhalation in high concentration resemble
the symptoms of the absorption of Tetra-ethyl lesd
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For your own . information, I shcould mention
the fact that the- diagnosis in these Instances must
ba madsa on the bagis of symptoms and can not possihly
be made by looking for the customary signs of lead
gzoaorption. To this extent the examination of gums
i3 antirely without avail. Following a short exposurs

" toa high concentration, thers are likely to be no:
- evidences whatever of lsad absorpticn of the usual type.

Under these condlitlions 2 lead iine is never seen, changes
in the Ybod c¢ells are not found while the excreta may or
may not contain significant inersase in lead. I mention
th 8 merely to qhow that lead may not be excluded on the
basls of the examinations which you deseribed as having

"been made By Dr. Davis,

What does oceur in overy instance is that the
patisnt develops a very dlstressing inabi 11ty o slieep,

5%3 is in a atata of greatly increased nervous excioement,

'he has no apretite and 1f he does eat, ls very likely to
- become nauseated and reject his food., With this thoere 1ig



a sharp drop in blood pressure, a slowing of the pulse and
sub-normal temperature. If the individusl is vortunate
eqo“gh to obtain some sleep, he usually wakens very greatly
tirued a8 s consequence of frightful dresms. The indi vidual,
tharmore, is very pale, feels vory wesk and in general shows
1 thw"@videwces of'a very ocute depressive intoxicatiun. I
gy b i

In the case of inhalation of excessive amourts of die
bromide, one would expect certain of the same symptoms with
wagxnass, nausea, iose of apna*iue snd musculsr teguors beling

esbacz. yynrowlnent. There is a tendsncy for the development
of en odema. of the lungs follewlng severe exposure. This de-
ve ows ithin Zorty~sight houzs‘anﬁ‘in as mach ag 1t dié not
occur in the case you cescribe, or aprarently did not wvecur,
1t would seem 6 me one neeﬁ not sntliclipate sny grave denger.

I wiould appreciate it very mueh if you would inform me
further as tc the ocutcome in this ease, If there is any [urther
development or if any unususl symptoms present themselves, I
siupuld 'wish o Imow aboub hem at Ouco.

Very truly souls,
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