June 25_: 1937 .

e Be To Emﬂn

Iowa State College -
of Agriculture and %ashanic Arta
Ames, Towa )

~Dear Mrs Erving

I o glaﬁ to reply, as well
as I can, to uha q&estion in your ietter of June
22n8 ¢

' In genera1 there is no Eﬁbn
stantlal danger of appreciable lead absorption from-
skin contact with watery sclutions or suspsnsions

of inorganic lead compounds. Some of ths most

~ soluble compounds preduce very definite injury to

the skin, but the sbsorpticn of lead through the

skin 1s negligiblezand this without ?ega rd to the.
nresenes of ordinmary cubs and wounds. Obviously

a surface completely denuded of skin might show
somewhaib greaber sbsorptiocn than the intact sking

but even heve the inorganic compounds would tend -

te remaln on the sarfac@ angd. the actual absorpticn

into the body would be of 1little consequences In

the case of materials used fop coabing potteryy one

iz dealing with quite insoluble compounds of lsad

and in this instance neither damage to the skin opr .
skin absorption is to be feareds It 1s qulite

apparent that such compounds aapositad on the skin

and beneath the fingernsils mey gerve as a sourse

of gross contmmination of food materials, bobacco

_or any nther ¢bjeet which 1s introduced into the

" moubths Howéver, ressonable sare and eleanliness
 should serve to prevent damege or any oontaminatim

* fron this sourde. Tou vefer in passing to the '
possible absorption of ‘lsad in the form of a spraye

Any finely divided material suspen&ad in _the atmosphere
as a spray could obvlously be inhaleds The &egree ¢f

~ lead absoprtian from such e factor would depend of
ecourse, on the actual duration of exposure and the con-
centration of lead particles in the atmoapherss If
"%he axpoaure were severe in magnitude and duration,
lead poisoning could, of course, result, 43 g matter
of Pfact, the inhalation of lead compounds in general

is much msre aangeroua than any other means of OXpOosSuUYe.
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‘ ﬁr.-ﬁc T. Erwin

T trust this will serve Lo
answer your guesition, bub 4f 1t lesaves any poink
upanswersd, I shall be pleased to glve you any -
further information which T may have. ,

Very truly yours.

RAK:is ' ¥o5evE A. Rehoo, m.D.
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