" Vice Presf{dent.

~ Dear Doas |

- Dr. Selikoff wfortunately, I feel, bas hed sooevhat of rﬂ%
-

May 10, 1972

Me. D. K. Reonie 4

New York Offica |

Re: . Asdestos

vith the fundanental push for s greatly ircproved ecology, Dr. Selikofs,
vith his ssbestos thece came upoa a very timely subject witly his. stL~
gations S or § years ago. Sizce thea he has created’ q,uﬁd x.staf ldi";:;;‘-
the f{avestigation of asbestos cxposures. -Pricarily. biwo*hm g0
coafined to-union members cn the eastera Seaboarde OdMI{.

the subjects vars in the insulstion business, steam fisefuy,’ .Mm
ing, sad desolitfon groupe. Subsequently Lt brosdensd to ubeunu’""ﬁ
exposures in factories.

creat{ng the sensatfonal type of reporting with the pevs nedf.

theless, one czanot ignora the etatigtics vhich he and hia assoclates
have coocpiled dealing vith asbeslce. It s quite certain that during
World War IX, that asbestos exposure among the subjects that be has
studied vere quite high. Many of these {ndi{viduals vere working at
trades vhich varied $a the short perfod of tics from one job site to
another, vhich {inevitadly wmeant that they had fewv {f any safeguards

or controlas with respect to asbestos exposure.

This {8 at quite a variance vith {n-plant exposures of ecployees vho
recain st one particular job for 8 nuder of years, Dr. Selikoff
adaits that he does anoC have ell tha ansvers on the gubject, that he
does not knov all of the control meagures which may have to be utilized
50 23 to protect the presect day vorkers who are exposed to asbestos.

I an sure that ouch of the presest legislation conceming asbestos

{s a3 @ result of the’vork which he and his associates have done.

The ,pesothellon’a, e particular type of lung cancer, {s gcoerally spesking

a rarity except aoong those exposed to asbestos vhere {t {g nuch rore
prevelent, Sicilarly, there 18 an focressed incidence of other malignancies
of the stoz=ach, coloo and peritoneal li{nflag of vorkeoen who have been exposed
to asbestos fibers,
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