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Trump Defends Western Values in Speech to the Polish People

By Sam Karnick

In a speech in Warsaw, Poland today, U.S. President Donald Trump powerfully asserted an unabashed belief in 
Western (indeed, Christian) values and expressed a traditional American sense of optimism and determination 
in promising to defend those values and the people who hold them:

I declare today for the world to hear that the West will never, ever be broken. Our values will prevail. 
Our people will thrive. And our civilization will triumph.

The speech demonstrates a rather surprising mastery of rhetoric, using a visit to a foreign nation to emphasize 
the commonalities of the two nations’ struggle for liberty while continually directing a strong defense of 
American values to the audience at home in the United States. In addition to his usual pithy, simple wording, 
Trump includes some longer sentences, less-familiar words, and more complex thoughts than U.S. audiences 
are accustomed to hearing from him.

It’s an extraordinary speech. What is most interesting of all is that it strikes us as unusual for an American 
president openly to defend Western civilization from its detractors both within and outside. Instead of an 
apology tour or a crusade to bring democracy to nations where it has no chance of surviving, Trump goes to 
another nation and praises the heroism of the common people in defending their homeland and fighting to retain 
their religion, language, and traditional institutions. In so doing, he clearly endorses such endeavors for his own 
nation.

In observing that the strength of a nation is in the character of its people, Trump is telling his own country just 
where we have gone wrong and how we can get right again: “So, together, let us all fight like the Poles—for 
family, for freedom, for country, and for God.” Yes, let’s.
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