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DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH. EDUCATION. AND WELFARE
PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE

CENTER FOR DISEASE CONTROL

NATIONAL INSTITUTE FOR OCCUPATIONAL SAFETY AND HE*I TH
ROBERT A TAFT LABORATORIES
4ST6 COLUMBIA PARKWAY CINCINNATI OHIO 43*26

Gentlemen:

For the past five years, the National Institute for Occupational Safety
and Health (NIOSH) has been conducting the National Occupational Hazard
Survey,, pursuant to Sections 8, 20(a) and 20(b), of the Occupational
Safety and Health Act of 1970. By visiting approximately 5,000 companies
throughout the United States, our engineers have inventoried the basic
substances used by American workers. Much of this information has been
recorded by brand name, however, and needs to be clarified in terms of
chemical ingredients.

To effect this clarification, we are requesting, under authority of the
Sections of the Act cited above that you identify the chemicals present
in amounts of one percent or greater (by weight or volume) and their
approximate concentrations (i.e. within +/- 5 percent) in your products
that were recorded during the Survey. The particular products In which
we have an interest are specified on the enclosed request forma. Please
supply this information according to the instructions on the back of .each
form and return the forms to us in the enclosed self-addressed envelope.
Non-specific names or general chemical families will be insufficient

when more specific Information is available. Though you may no longer
manufacture a specified product, we still require the ingredient infor-
mation since the product was being used at the time of the Survey,, Forms
for products which you merely distribute, and for which you have no
ingredient Information, should be returned with the correct manufacturer®s
name and address.

On January 5, 1977, the United States District Court for the Eastern

District of Pennsylvania, in the case of United States of America versus
McGee Industries. (Misc. No. 76-155) held that NIOSH haB the right

under Section 8(b) of the Occupational Safety and Health Act of 1970 to

compel the production of evidence relevant to a lawful, authorized activity -
the conduct of its research investigations. The Court further directed McGee
Industries to comply with the subpoena issued by NIOSH calling for information
on the ingredients of trade-name products identified during the National
Occupational Hazard Survey. The case has been appealed by the company, and
the District Court opinion is expected to be affirmed.
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