AAR I 2 iY7y
OFFICE OF TOXIC SUBSTANCES MA

UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
VWASHINGTON, D.C. 20460

March 11, 1975

Mr. Milton Friefeld

Manufacturing Chemist Assoclation
1825 Connecticut Avenue, N. W.
Washington, D. C. 20009

Dear Mr. Friefeld:

Enclosed you will find a copy of EPA's Vinyl Chloride Task
Force Report, which I indicated I would mail to you. You will alse
find attached, a recap of each of the EPA vinyl chloride
recommendations identified in the task force report, with the

lead office clearly identified in the column next to it.

Should have further questions, please contact

Dr. William Marcus of the Special Chemicals Branch (Telephone: 755-030().

Sincerely yours,

;(6&71‘277dbtéziv"

Don Marlow, Chief
Special Chemicals Branch

Enclosures (2)
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VINVL CHL.ORIDE TASK FORCE RECCMMENDATIOUS

Recommendations

Respoasible Office*

4.

\J'
.

An alr standard for VC should be established as soon as
practical under the Clecan Alr Act for VC and PVC poly-
mevization plants and, 1f warraanted by further ianvesti-
sations, for PVC fabrication plants. The Agency should
deteormine the ambicnt levels that are ldkely to be
achicved and, to the extent possible, the health risks
aszoclated with such levels.

Additional ambicnt air monitoring should be carried out

to support regulatory action under the Clean Air Act,

These efforts shiould include sampling at a number of care~-
fully selected sites around a few VC, PVC polymerization,
and TVC fabrication plants. The monitoring measurements
made at these facilitices should be correlated with specific
in-plant activitics such as rcactor venting.

tHlore dctailed material balance studies should be conducted,
in coecperation with industry, at a faw VC and PVC poly-
mevization plants. Specific VC lecakage points should he
move clearly identified, and attempts should be made to
corrclate the magnitude and timing of the estirvated losses
with the levels of VC detected in a monitoring program.

A program should be initiated to determine whether and
to what extent background levels of VC are present in
the ambient air -- indoors, and outdoors -- duc to thc
prczcence of PVC products.,

L]

A Timited VO monitoving program should be usdertaken of
drinking water supplies which might be contaminated Lren
¥C discharges from ncarby PVC plants. Prior to under-
baicing the program sampling and analysils procedures should
bo carefully rvevicwed and vefined as nccessary.

* see last page
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6. A study should be conducted to determine the amount of ’ CR
VG miprating out of PVC products used in water distri-
hulion sysitems - such as PVC pilpe ot sterage taunk
finers, Prlor to undertaking the program standardized
sampling and analysids precedures should Le cavefully
revicwesd] and refined as necessary. :

o tusure cenparabllity of results betwecn Jlaborateries
FrA ehonld further develop its dnterim method iato a
stondardlzed method for mondtoring levels of VG, Con-
currealiy, the Apency should also Investigate the
feasibility of developing a continuous air monitoring
LA R I G A

i toring and bench-scale studices should be conducted
aroirnd industrlal stovage and disposal sites and munici-
pal dispesal sites to determine the types and quantitics
of roxic subslances leached or discharged out of (a) semi-
ivlid ond solid wastes generated by VCM/PVC facilities, or
(M) ©VC preducts discarded by consumers. If these

studies indicate that there could be a health or
cavironmental hazavd, puidelines should be develeoped

to centrol the storage and dlsposal of these wastes.

The responsible Office should continue to support ORD
carvently planned VO toxleological studies.

The responzible Office should continue to support 0TS/ORD
correatly planned VO epldemiological studics.

‘hve dntensive studles shonld Le conducted on the ORD
cohavier of VC 1in the atmosphere and in the aquatic
“wivemncut, and particularly on its degradatien

rnoand related chemical. reactions. These

1 g -~

& oahould be supported by beth industry and
Covoernront,




VINYL CULORIDE TASK TORCE RECCOMMENDATIGHS

Recommendations Responsible Office

AST1 00021797

12. The Industries covered by the Effluent’ Guidelines for 0WQPrs
the Plastics Industry promulgated under the Federal :
Waker Pollution Control Act should be expanded beyond
the production of resins to include the compounding
aud dlrectly associated activities that result in
discharpes into the water of toxic metals and other
chewicals of particular concern.

13, Inforcement cfforts, includinpg spot checks of manu- OEGC
facturers, distributors, and retail outlets, should /

continue to be pursued vigorously to iasurce that

pecstilcidal spays contalning VC as a propellant are

woved from the channels of trade as rapidly as

possibla.

4. Repiopal, State, and local authorities should be kept ORL
[41ly Informcd of Agency efforts under the Clean Alr
Act and other authovities. As the Federal approach
becomes clearer, they should be encouraged to under-
take supportive actions as appropriate.

15. The Agency should bulld on the experience gained in 0TS
respoading to the prablems associated with VC in
stienpthening 1ts organilzational, manpower, and
conlractor rasources Lo antlelpate and respond to
siwilar situations involving other chemicals,
Readily available information on the handling of VC
shoild be made available to the Reglonal Offices to
assise them In respondiog to rail or barge aceldents
resulting in the release of VG.

16. Laborvatory procedures for nafe handling of VC should be. ORD
drveloped and distributed to all LPA laboratorics. Consl-
deration should he promptly giveu to how such proccdurcs
man most clfectively be developed fge a number of carcinogens
thar are likely to be of concern tc.

e Agency.
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Recommendations

ASI 00021798

A7. Shauld the Toxle Substances Centrol. Act be cnackted,
L/// prompt consideration should be given to the need for
and frasibillity of (a) requlivemcnts for industrial
testion of the toxdceity of VC at low ambilent levels
and the persistence of VO In different media, and
(b} limteaticns on the levels of unreactad VC
mouametr in solected PVC products. '

Tha Agency should continue its lcadership role in
brinping tepgether the interested Federal agencies to
cxchange views on regulatory actions, supncrting
octivities, and rescarch projects directed to pro-
blems associated wlth VC and PVC. In additdion, an
appropriate Interagency mechanism sheuld Le developed
to address a broader spectrum of potential problems

associated with the plastics industry.

EPA should exercise leadershilp in stimulating Govern-
nental and industrial efforts to analyze in depth the
other high volume chemicals (e.p. to top 50 in tcrms
of pounds of production) to identify those which
deserve additicenal testing or controls to clarify

or reduce potentilal cavironmental problems.

OAQPS - Office of Air Cuality Planning and Standards

0TS Cffice of Toxic Substances

CWPO Office of Water Program Operations

OSWYP ~ Office of Solid Waste Management Programs

G2D Office of Research and Development

CEG Office of Enforcement and General Ccunsel (subsequently became Office of Enrorcement
{RL Cffice of Regional Liaison

Received with Don Marlow's letter (EPA) of March 11, 1975 to M. Freifeld




