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E. E. RUMBERGER 

PITTSBURGH OFFICE - 6

DR. B. D. DINMAN - PGH. 6

MR. J. R. ARCHIBALD - PGH. 6

1981 February 18

FIS

RE: ASBESTOS

During recent conversations, there seemed to be some doubt as to 
what has been said to plants on asbestos and, especially, finding 
suitable replacement materials. The six attached references will 
provide you with a chronological overview. (The attachments are 
arranged in reverse order, with the latest information on top.)

1. 1971 DEC. 23 — R. P. Carter alerted Industrial
Hygienists and Safety Directors on a 

* proposed OSHA emergency standard for 
exposure to asbestos dust.

2. 1975 JULY 22 — R. P. Carter issued an "Industrial
Hygiene Newsletter" to hygienists 
and Environmental Committee Chairmen, 
with copies to R. H. Watson and 
B. D. Dinman advising on new proposed 
OSHA standard with tighter restrictions 
on asbestos exposures. He suggested that 
" ... further effort should be devoted to 
finding non-asbestos alternates..." in 
lieu of the cost of the control measures 
required.

3. 1975 NOV. 19 — R. P. Carter issued an "Industrial
Hygiene Newsletter" to hygienists,
with copies to physicians. Environmental
Committee Managers and Committee Chairmen,
R. H. Watson, and B. D. Dinman. This was 
a specific discussion of the new' OSHA 
limit of 0.5 fibers per milliliter to be 
effective 1976 July 01. On Page 5, he 
states that this new regulation offers 
" ... further incentive for every location 

i to discontinue the use of asbestos of all
forms to the fullest extent functionally 
feasible...

4. 1976 MARCH 30 - R. P. Carter and M. J. Caprio issued a
letter to hygienists and Purchasing Agents, 
with copies to R. H. Watson and B. D. Dinman. 
This letter promotes the change to non-asbestos 
containing replacements and recommends sources 
of information.
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5. 1978 JULY 28 — T. B. Bonney issued a letter to hygienists,
with copies to J. R. Archibald and 
B. D. Dininan. He acknowledged that the 
plants were making progress in eliminating 
unnecessary asbestos usage, but allowed 
that there were still many asbestos products 
being used. This letter initiated a plant 
survey o£ various categories of uses and 
replacements that had been found suitable.

6. 1979 AUG. 27 — E. E. Rumberger issued a cover letter to
Location Managers, with copies to Safety 
Managers, Purchasing Agents, hygienists, 
Environmental Managers, and J. R. Archibald 
and B. D. Dininan. This letter discussed 
"Alcoa's Asbestos Replacement Program" and 
provided company technical references for 
finding replacements. It served as a cover 
letter to extend the distribution of 
Haig Sakoian's report on "Asbestos Substitutior 
dated 1979 July 30. This was a comprehensive 
report that summarized the progress of 
different plants on finding replacements for 
specific end uses. The second part of the 
report specifically discussed potroom uses.
This was the culmination of the plant surveys 
started by T. B. Bonney in 1978.

In August of 1980, we felt it desirable to update the progress on 
asbestos replacements and M. J. Vaudreuil canvassed the plants for 
theirs reports, which came in during September, October, and 
November of 1980. During that time, Mr. Vaudreuil left Alcoa's 
employ and the asbestos responsibility has now been recently 
assigned to R. W. Flanagan. He now has the task of putting the 
feedback from last fall into a new status report to be distributed 
to the plants.

This letter and attachments should give you a picture of Alcoa's 
activities through the past ten years but, more importantly, the 
communication efforts we have brought about within the past two 
years to continue to foster replacement efforts. While progress 
continues, there are some locations which have been slow to act 
in finding substitutes. This was the reason why I suggested that 
we give some consideration to an "Alcoa Health Guideline" or 
"Objective" that clearly delineates for location management the 
Company's goal to eliminate asbestos insofar as is practicable.

E. E. RUMBERGER 

EER/eds

Attachments (6).
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FROM E. E. RUMBERGER TO LOCATION MGRS. - DOMESTIC &
CARIBBEAN

PITTSBURGH OFFICE LOCATION MGRS. - SUBSIDIARIES &
ALLIED PRODUCTS

1979 August 27

RE: ASBESTOS

The attached memorandum on the status of Alcoa's asbestos replacement 
program was recently released to all location Industrial Hygienists. 
Because of the impact of asbestos use on each of our locations, I 
felt it important that you be aware of this information. Works Safety, 
Environmental, and Purchasing Managers are included in the distribution 
of this letter.

The asbestos problem, from a health hazard and governmental regulation 
standpoint, has not diminished in the least. In fact, implications 
are that asbestos control regulations will become even more stringent 
in the future. For these reasons, we are currently stepping up our 
coordination of this program to find substitute materials wherever 
possible.

The corporate Industrial Hygiene staff will monitor feedback on the 
testing of replacement materials and maintain the continuity of the 
program. Technical expertise on asbestos substitutes will be 
provided by each of the following personnel in the areas indicated:

H. G. Sakoian (Pgh.-Ind. Hygiene) — Overall Coordinator

M. J. Caprio (Pgh. Office-Purchasing) — General Insulation;
Molten Metal Marinite

J. M. McCollum (Pgh. Office-Mechanical — Potroom Replacements
Engineering)

D. St. Jacques (ATC-Safety) — Personal Protective
Equipment

Please distribute this information to other appropriate personnel 
on your staff as you see fit.

E. E. RUMBERGER
EER/eds
Attachment

Distribution: See Page 2 on Reverse Side
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FROM HAIG G. SAKOIAN TO MEMORANDUM

PITTSBURGH OFFICE

1979 July 30

RE: ASBESTOS SUBSTITUTION

Attached is a summation of asbestos materials currently in use at 
Alcoa locations. Included in the listing are:

- The material and its use
- The number of plants using the material
- Whether or not there is a potential for employee exposure 

Potential replacements, if available — and
manufacturers (Page 10)

Much effort has been extended to reduce and eliminate asbestos uses 
in most locations. However, as can be seen by this report, many uses 
still exist. Because the continued use of asbestos products may 
result in unnecessary health hazards and concerns to our employees, 
as well as additional costs to Alcoa to comply with specific provisions 
of the OSHA Standard, we believe it is in Alcoa's best interest to 
continue eliminating the use of asbestos products wherever possible. 
This does not mean that all existing asbestos should be removed 
immediately which, as in the case of sprayed-on insulation, could 
create unnecessary exposure potentials. Rather, a systematic effort 
should be made to discontinue uses, when feasible and practical, by 
substitution or elimination. By creating this listing and maintaining 
frequent updating via feedback from all locations, each plant can be 
provided with the information necessary to attain this goal.

Mr. M. McCollum, Pittsburgh Office Mechanical Engineering, has been 
coordinating such an effort for asbestos replacements in potrooms. A 
list illustrating Alcoa's experience with potroom replacements is shown 
on Pages 7, 8, and 9. ’

It is hoped that this type of registry will be extended to cover all 
asbestos uses for all locations. To achieve this, it is asked that 
each location copy this office on all efforts made towards asbestos 
replacement... whether positive or negative. This information will 
then be disseminated to all locations on a periodic basis so that 
each plant can profit from the experience of the others in the Company.

Any questions, comments, or additions to the attached would be 
appreciated.

HAIG G. SAKOIAN

HGS/eds
Attachments
Distribution: See Page 2
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MEMORANDUM 
1979 July 30 
Page 2

Distribution: 
Industrial Hygiene 
R. G. Labar 
N. Kloap 
R. C. Hinkle 
R. Karstensen 
J. Rob 
M. J. Caprio 
J. M. McCollum 
J. Z. Nelson 
E. L. Rooy 
G. F. Stephens 
D. D. McGregor

Newsletter
- ATC
- Arkansas Works
- Badin Works
- Mosal Aluminum, Mosjoen,
- Mosal Aluminum, Farsund,
- Pittsburgh
- Pittsburgh
- Pittsburgh
- Pittsburgh
- Pittsburgh
- Pittsburgh

Norway
Norway
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Page 6

KEY TO ALCOA LOCATIONS

1 - ATC

2 - ARKANSAS

3 - BADIN

. 4 - CHILLICOTHE
(Wear-Ever Aluminum)

5 - CLEVELAND

6 - CORONA

7 - DAVENPORT

8 - FT. MEADE

9 - LAFAYETTE

10 - LANCASTER

11 - LEBANON

12 - MARSHALL (ACPC)

13 - MASSENA

14 - MOBILE

15 - NORTHWEST ALLOYS (ADDY)

16 - PT. COMFORT

17 - REA MAGNET WIRE

18 - RICHMOND, INDIANA

19 - ROCKDALE

20 - TENNESSEE

21 — TIFTON

22 - VANCOUVER

23 - VERNON

24 - WARRICK
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ASBESTOS REPLACEMENT MANUFACTURERS

Page 10

PRODUCT SUPPLIER

Pvrotex

Fiberseal Products

Refraail

Nor*Fab Yarns; 
Fabrics

Flberfrax

Hi-Temo 270

Ceramic Fiber 
Products

Newtex Industries, Inc. 
Railroad Ave.
P.O. Box 25 
Victor, NY 14564

Pyrotek Incorporated 
East 9601 Montgomery Ave. 
Spokane, WA 99206

- or -
Box 77 - R.D. §1 
Claremont Rd.
Carlisle, PA 17013

- or -
Santa Fe Springs, CA 

HITCO
Division of Armco Steel 
Middletown, OH 45042

Amatex
1032 Stanbridge St.
Norristown, PA 19404

The Carborundum Company 
Insulation Division 
P.O. Box 808
Niagara Falls, NY 14302

Penn Compression Moulding, Inc. 
Burton Street 
Pittsburgh, PA 15218

Kaowool
Babcock & Wilcox

TELEPHONE

716/924-9135

509/926-6211

717/249-2075

215/277-6100

716/278-6221

412/351-4004

Cem-Fil Corporation 615/361-4664
Two International Plaza Drive 
Nashville, TN 37217

Keller Glove Mfg. Co. 215/766-8818
Plumsteadville, PA 18949

HAIG G. SAKOIAN 
1979 July 20/eds
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