
TO H. O. Bourque

FROM R. E. Conrad

SUBJECT Tank Car Repair Study September 13, 1973

As you know, we have been attempting to determine the practical 
hazards, if any, existing at the Tank Car Repair Shop as a result of 
painting and repairing taking place together.

Early in the summer Henry Taylor took some atmospheric 
readings during painting. While he found no hazard, it was felt that 
the limited number of readings he had did not allow a firm decision.

During late July and August, Rick Schmidt, using Mr. Taylor's 
equipment, took readings on twenty-two different days (copy attached). 
This particular period was selected since August is generally a month 
of minimum wind conditions. This information is being sent to 
Mr. Taylor who will add it to the other and make a report. The 
percentage figures obtained are % of the lower limit of flammable 
mixture not % of flammable mixture in the air. This means that 
the maximum recorded was approximately . 01 of the amount required 
to be flammable. Without attempting to predict an outcome, it appears 
that no practical hazard exists (assuming we have enough readings on 
which to base a reasonable decision ).

R. E. Conrad

Attachment
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» ; j ; TEST FOR
! : 1 i ; AROMATIC

» ' DATE' TIME: ACTIVITY CLIMATE • READING HYE-ROCARIT
7/24/73

RS
2:4 5 PM ■ No Painting .Clear,

Breeze
Cool

-------- .. V. “ --- :l luuivA-muj.
0. 5% to 0. 7 57.^

i

i
7/25/73

RS
8:15 AM Pr im ing Clear,

Breeze
Cool 0. 7 5% to 1. 00%

1 7/25/73
i RS

12:45 PM Painting 
, Gray

Cool, Rain 0. 5% to 1. 0% t 
\

v 7/26/73 RS 10:30 AM No Painting Warm, Cloudy!0. 5% |
7/27/73

RS
12:30 PM Painting

Black
Clear, Breeze’0. 5% to 1. 0+%|

l !> 1

h*■ 7/30/73
RS;

2:00 PM No Painting Very Hot, No i 
Breeze

0. 5% [
!
j

S
?

7/31/73
RS

12:45 PM Painting
Gray

Very Hot, No i
i
1. 04% !

(
8/2/73

RS
1:00 PM No Painting Clear,

Breeze
Cool I { l

. 2% to . 5% j

8/3/7 3
RS

1:30 PM ' . Stencil 
Painting

Clear, Breeze;0. 2% to 0. 5% \
I j

8/6/73
RS

1:30 PM Painting
Black

Clear, Breeze;0. 5% to 1. 0+%- 
j t

8/7/7 3 2:00 PM Priming Clear, Breeze 0. 5% to 1. 9+%
8/8/7 3

RS
10:00 PM No Painting Clear,

Breeze
Cool 0. 2% to 0. 5% .

[ i

8/13/7 3
RS

12:00 Painting
Gray

Clear, Breeze.0. 5% to 1+% j 
! |

8/14/73
rs!

2:00 PM Painting
Black

Clear,»l
Breeze.0. 5% to l+% ■

\ ^
8/15/73

RS:
1:00 PM 1 Painting 

: Gray
tClear
l

jO. 5% to 1+% j
I

8/16/73 RS 10:30 AM No Painting Clear . 25% to . d0%
8/17/73 RS 9:30 AM Priming ■Cloudy 0. 5% to 1. 0%

]
\

8/20/73
RS

2:00 PM . Painting
! Blacjv

Clear
i

i
0. 5% to 0. 9% '■

!
i1 8/22/73 RS No Painting }‘
* 8/23/73

RS
12:15 PM : Painting

’ Gray
.Clear,
«

Breeze:0. 2C to 1% :
i *t ; —

r
8/24/73

RS
1:30 : Painting

f Black
Clear, BreezeiO. 2% to 1% ■

j ;

i 8/27/73
RS

2:00 j Painting
; Gray

Clear 0. 3% to 1% :

i\
8/28/73

RS
10:00 Priming Clear 0. 5% t o 1 %

4/11/73
HT

Pr iming Clear 10 MPH
Wind SE

0 to 1% None
Detected

i

1)|
i

}
t

Painting
Black

Same ;0 to 1% -None
1 Detected

5 i
|

!
|

Painting
Gray

Same =0 to c 1% None
■ Detected

5
#

5/7/73
HTS

J
l
1

No Painting
•

0 to •- 1% .None
Detected

1j*
l

§
i
i
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