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Private & Confidential May 4, 1964

Mr. Clifford Sheckler
Johns~Manville Corporation
22 E. 40th Strect

New York 16, New York .

Dear Cliff;

i am enclosing this review of Dr. Selilkoff's paﬁer on the
assumption that you have not seen {t. You can imagine the re-
action to this article at our local plaunt.

Sincerely,
CERTAIN-TEED PRbbUCTS CORP .,

L D douits

Leon D. Horowitz
Supervisor of Safety
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| Dottors Say Working With Asbestos
May Cause Cancer After Many. Years .

Ry KARL ABRAHAM ' a Nt | '

0f Tha Bullctin Staff
1 Ashestns, anc ot -iadusiry’s
Imost imporlant and widely
lused raw materials, was placed

under additional puspicion here

vesterday as 2 possible cause of
cancer, ) :

Hete is somae of the evidence

- that was presented -by a New
York physician, Dr, 1 3. Seli-
koff, to a mecting of the Ametie
can Industeial 1lygicne Assacias
tion in the Sheraton latcl, ing ashestos inte Lhe lining
Dr. Selikoff's medical re-around their lungs. ‘
scarch Leam has studied all of| He said that the hazard of
the men wha have become mem- malignant discases of the lungs
bers ot the New York City-New of ashestos workers engaped in
ark, N. 1. locals of the Interna-|specific industrial™ operations
tional Union af Fleat and Frost|such as mining and ashestos
Insulatocs and Asbestos Work-| processing had been reported 30

{lealth Rescarch Institute of
Fairleiph Dickinson Universily
recently had reported creating
cancers in hamsters: by inject-

. ers, AVL-CIO, since Dec. 31,{years ago. ‘
) 1942, They. are building trades| The New York area building
workers.

trades workers, however, was
v’ proup with refatively litle
ashestos  exposuee,” said - Dr.
Sclikalf. : . o
So formidahle were the ime
plications af this stndy, said Dr.
Selikalf, that-all of-the puild-
jnge  trades workers in the
United States and workers in
selected other industries should
he suhjected to the widest pos-
sible study, so thal this and
some other materials Emdcr SUS-
picion could be proven

Research Report

“ At the end of a 20-ycar pee-
ind, as of Dec. 31, 1962, report.
|ed Dr. Selikoff, the researchers
noted tho following:

- =Thoy _selecied records of
632 men who had heen exposed
10 asbestas for 20 years, On the
lhasis of general population
mortality statistics, 203 should
have died. ilowever, the actual
death rate in the group was 255.
The difference was almost en-f, ¢
Lirely attributable to death from 0 rest.

leancer. i 3,000 Products;
070 tn this group there ahould) Ho said he ostimaled there.
yhave heen, according to pencral jwere about three miliion build.

' \averages, hetween six and seven ling trades workers in the nation.

deaths because of cancer in the|in addition, he said, .there are
fungs or the pleurs; a $ac sur-jabout 3,000 achestos products,
rounding- the lungs.- Actually, | from-pipe insulatien ta _auto
there were 45 such cancer vic- tbrake-Iinings 10
tims, Thicy would have: expeets
jed less than ten cancers of the
colon and rectum, hut there

workers.

1.

iganchioponic  carcinema
rasponsihle for aimost onc
eveey five deaths, an ine
e soven Hmes tat ex-
¥4 the ;:cm.;rnl popula-

tas, World production has

grown {rom 30,000 ¥ons in 1060

tn more than three miltion ions

in 1900," said. Dr. setikoff,

Whorking with Jlt. schiknll ace

' e Dr. Jacob Churg and Dr. £. Cuy-

! Cancers in Hamslets ier 1iammond, all af Mt. Sinsi
L - Dr. Selikff pointed out thatlHospital in

l.fin’nl

chdmical compa

wotla. Ly

! flaar tile; with
ait  undetermined number o_f

1 doubt that modern indus-|-
tey could survive without asbes- |

New York. Drlo
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ambliues’ Ardinpn-smokers Jast
Debepidr; taal produced & ma-
jorginz'li.gtn'z,‘m'i'..nt ciparel smok-
ingrag a hesen bacard.”

Microscopia Fiens

Ashiserds g vineral, o class l o

sitions hut sharej .7 -

of tracin’ (han (have  different
the peepetty- of heing, made hy
naltre 6 thn?
padled - {inern? pPulverized as-
hegles fitaea can be of micros-
copic sine, - % .
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in"New York, all had been ex-

pogaet fu agheates at least 225
vears, This, e said, indicated}.

thet if Ukeir colcers were relat-

editor (b asopstos, then it was a

vory-sinety degeloping

fhe exphsurd of these
ers fu buitding trades. Iy
astor than:
thie semesnt pepulation,
much ranter {bowas w
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bly ot Leneareh,

T1e dit'nole that a researcherd,
worlingin Squith Africa had|
ot Jaid stodicd Abeiiungs of a large
paenig theee and found |
\25 i)-gx-cln't~§o rentain asheslos
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