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C A T E R P IL L A R  T R A C T O R  CO.
O c t .  5 , 1955

DATE

P e o r i a  '“ e d .  S e r v .  Em pl. R e l .
PLANT OR OFFICE ' DEPT.

D r. M. H. K ronenber g

S u b j e c t :  A sb e s to s  Du3t E x p o su re
From : Wm. R. R e tz e r ,  I n d u s t r i a l  H y g ie n is t

DATE RECEIVED
t
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-

ANS. DATE

DESTROY □

FILE M ONTHS

As a  r e s u l t  o f  c o m p la in ts  a b o u t d u s t ,  a s tu d y  h as  b e e n  made t o  d e te rm in e  e x p o su re  t o  a s b e s to s  d u s t  on th e  B rake Band Din0> D e p t .  1 1 , l o c a te d  a t  X -2 2 -F . The s o u rc e  o f  d u 3 t i s  th e  b ra k e  l i n i n g  m a t e r i a l .
I t  h a s  b e e n  l e a r n e d  t h a t  b o th  d r i l l i n g  and  c o u n te r s in k in g  a re  done on t h i s  l i n e ,  i n  some c a se s  a l l  4 u n i t s  o p e r a t in g  d u r in g  p e a k  p r o d u c t io n .  One c o u n te r s in k in g  u n i t  ha3 b een  p ro v id e d  w ith  an  e x h a u s t  s y s te m , and. i t  a p p e a rs  t h a t  p ro d u c tio n  i s  l i m i t e d  to  t h i s  e x h a u s te d  equ ip m en t w henever p o s s i b l e .  How­e v e r ,  i t  i s  f r e q u e n t l y  n e c e s s a r y  f c r t h e  o th e r  u n e x h a u s te d  u n i t s  t o  b e  u s e d .
D u st c o u n ts  a lo n g  th e  b ra k e  b an d  d r i l l i n g  and  c o u n te r s in k in g  l i n e  ra n g e  from  1 9 .7  t o  4 1 .6  m i l l i o n  d u s t  p a r t i c l e s  p e r  c u b ic  f o o t  o f a i r .  The c o n c e n t r a t io n  dep end s upon th e  amount o f a c t i v i t y  and th e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  n a t u r a l  d r a f t s .  A s a f e  l i m i t  o f  5 m i l l i o n  p a r t i c l e s  p e r  c u b ic  f o o t  h a s  b e e n  e s t a b l i s h e d  f o r  a s b e s to s  d u s t .  T h is  l i m i t  h as b e e n  ex ce e d e d  i n  a l l  th e  o p e r a t io n s  s t u d i e d .
I t  i s  recom m ended t h a t  th e  P la n t  E n g in e e r in g  D iv is io n  con­s i d e r  th e  re q u ir e m e n ts  an d  make p la n s  f o r  an  e x h a u s t  sy s tem  
ter rem ove d u s t  o r i g i n a t i n g  fro m  w ork on b ra k e  l i n i n g  m a t e r i a l ./T h e  p r e s e n t  c o n d i t i o n ,  w ith o u t  co m p le te  e x h a u s t  v e n t i l a t i o n  /  c o n t r o l ,  c o n s t i t u t e s a  v i o l a t i o n  o f  th e  I l l i n o i s  H e a lth  and  / S a f e t y  A c t and R u le s .  - — _— ----- --—   
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