
Johns-Manville Internal Correspondence

To: m. D. Taber Date: February 2, 1981

Copies: chrono/file

From: n. Bridgforth
fi0

Subject:

X. Armstrong Contracting and Supply Company ..

I talked to Tom Williams who was District Manager of the 
Philadelphia Contracting Unit. He recalls having sold to 
Armstrong Contracting and Supply during the late 1960*s on 
a sporadic bases. He doesn*t recall actual sales or pro­
ducts sold but Johns-Manville may have sold to Armstrong 
Contracting and Supply local branches in Philadelphia and 
Harrisburg. He said that Armstrong had a contract with 
Owens-Corning whereby they bought most of their products, 
or products that were not made by Armstrong Cork. Armstrong 
Contracting and Supply bought from Johns-Manville when Owens-. 
Corning did not have specific products.

Mr. Williams recalls having Armstrong Contracting and Supply*s 
regional manager visit the Johns-Manville unit in the 1960*s.
Mr. Williams cannot state the specific nature of the business 
except that it must have been for sales purposes.

Armstrong Contracting and Supply Company, Lancaster, Pennsylvania 
was bought out by Armstrong Cork on January 1, 1958. It remained 
a subsidiary Of Armstrong Cork until August 1, 1969 "when it was 
sold.

Since our records before 1972 are all destroyed this information 
provided by Mr. Williams is as specific as we can get. There are 
possibly other people who can recall actual products sold. I 
will continue.to’look into the matter.

II. Calcium Silicate in Thermobestos

Thermobestos was first produced in 1939 and has always contained 
hydrus-calcium silicate. Until 1973 it was composed of hydrus- 
calcium silicate with asbestos fiber. In 1973 the asbestos fi­
ber was substituted with "glass fiber." The new product was then 
called Thermo 12. This information was obtained from R. E. Clark 
and F. Matthews of the Industrial Products Division.



THERMOBESTOS

Type of Asbestos and Percent 

1962-64 Contained only Amosite Asbestos 10.6% 

1964-
early 65 Contained £.4% Amosite and 4.2% Chrysotile 

(Grade of Amosite was W3)
(Grade of Chrysotile was 4D28)

1965 (latter)
-1970 Contained only Chrysotile 10.7% of Grade 4D28.

By 1970 Contained only Chrysotile 6.9% of Grade 4K30.

Production of Thermobestos began in 1939.
Thermobestos was disontinued in 1973.

Thermobestos does not have ridges. It has widely separated groves 
for the application of Metal-On. '-*****'}

Information received from Margaret Schmachtenberger, R&D Librarian, 
on 1/24/80.

J. Peters
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