TURNER BROTHERS ASBESTOS COMPANY LTD.
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J.L. Collins, E=q.,
ROCHDALE. Turner & Newall Limited, l,
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19th November, 1958,

Dear Mr. Collins,

Asbestogis Statistics

. Thank you for your letter of lith November, which
I have shown to Dr. Knox. His comments are as followe:~

"yith regard to the lung cancer caee, no ssbestosis
was present here., = The tuberculosls cases are in @
dfTferent cetegory. I have never stressed the special
eignificance of the tuberculosis flgures in these studies
pecause I 414 not think they had any. Tuberculosis is an
infectious dizease and while it has been present in some
autopsies it has never been found with the same frequency
as in Silicosis. In the latter 1t has been found in
association in upwards of 70 peroent of cases while in
ssbeatoais in the early 1930s the percentage was 35 and 1t 1s
now found in less than 25 percent of asbestotic sutopnaies,
This reduction parallels that occuring in the community.
There sre three ways in which tuberculosis may be found at death

in an asbestos workerj-
1) There 1s the ting ceme which runs sn

\ Fulmina
extrs ordinery rapid course with death in 2 few days. There
is nothing oocoupational about this snd one men in the 1958

report was of thistype.
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(2) There 13 the suspended asbestosls case in which

tuberculosis supersedes as a terminal event from a new 1in
or the lighting up of an old focus. No cases of this sg:gtion
occurred in the 1955 or 1958 report.

(3) Tuberculozls occurs sometimes in asbest
who have Dbeen exposed to dust for a number of year:? ug::g;s
mey oocur after a chronic course of some years durabdbion. In
thia case there is a lung fibrosis in addition to and
secondary to the tuberculosis. If asbestosls bodlias or fibres
are found in these fibrotic areas 1t 1s difficult to say that
asbeatosis does not co-exist in such a case. two cases
ed in the 1 = T“mma
undoubtedly due to tuberculosis and this waes the most important
lesion present. Some bodies were found however, and the
pathological report suggests that some asbestosis could
bg abgolutely ruled out, It was for These reasons that
absestos a8 wentioned in the dilagnosis given to the
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The 1958 report concerns 20 deaths snd the 1955
report 11 desths. The latter deaths are included in the
former but in the extra 9 deaths there is no mention of
asbestoals.” e T

I hope you will find these comments interesting and
that they satisfactorily answer your qQuestions.

_ With regarg to the last sentence of your letter I
would sgree that the Inor ¢ ey DOSTrs: to.. |
matnly-3tpkedaiti Adbent aats ,naht gl ‘0f course veiy
FITTIcULY to astablish which dissase osme: 13rst, snd in some
cases(like the one mentioned at the beginning) there 1s lung
‘cancer alone,

&

Yours truly,

-
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Gentd,




