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PBIVATB ft CONFIDENTIAL
19th November, 1958-

Dear Hr. Collins,

Asbestosls Statistics

Thank you for your letter of 11th November, which 
1 have shown to Dr. Knox. Hla commenta are as followet-

"Wlth ’■egard to the lung cancer oaee, no asbeatoala 
waa present here. The tuberculosis cases are In a 
different category. I have never stressed the special 
significance of the tuberoulosla figures In these studies 
because I did not think they hsd any. Tuberculosis Is an 
Infectious disease and while It haa been present In some 
autopsies It has never been found with the same frequency 
as In Silicosis. In the latter It has been found In 
association In upwards of 70 peroent of cases while In 
asbeatoala In the early 1930a the percentage was 55 and It la 
now found In less than 25 peroent of aabeatotlo autopsies.
This reduction parallels that oocurlng In the eoosaunlty.
There are three ways In which tuberculosis may be found at death 
In an asbestos worker!—

(1) There la the jfblalaatlng oase which runs an
extra ordinary rapid course with death In a few days. There 
Is nothing oooupatlonal about this and one man In the 1958 
report was of this type.
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(2) There la the suspended asbestosls case In which
tuberculosis supersedes as a terminal event from a new Infection 
or the lighting up of an old focus. No cases of this sort 
occurred In the 1955 or 1958 report.

(» Tuberculosis occurs sometimes In asbestos workers
who have been exposed to dust for a number of years. Death 
may oocur after a chronic course of some years duration. In 
this case there is a lung fibrosis In addition to and 
secondary to the tuberculosis. If asbestosls bodies or fibres 
are found In these flbrotlc areas It la difficult to say that 
asbeatosls does not co-exist in such a case. The two cases 
mentioned In the ltWi report were nf this t-.ypy TgSIKh us., 
undoubtedly due to tuberculosis and this was the most Important 
lesion present. “"Some bodies were found however, and the 
pathological report suggests that some asbestosls could not 
be absolutely ruled out. It was tor-these reasons that 
a&'sestosld Was mentioned In the diagnosis given to the 
Statistician. rr /, /.

The woman waa .the.famous oase 0fjffefjPffiretaerty 
and the men was .flta. J9t.

’gSBestos-ls -In the; ordinary wav.

*1

The 1958 report concerna 20 deaths and the 1955 
report II deaths. The latter deaths are Included in the 
former but In the extra 9 deaths there la no mention of 
asbeatoala.* --------------

I hope you will find these comments Interesting and 
that they satisfactorily answer your questions.

With regard to the laat sentence of your letter I 
would agree that the Imiregae^‘,<hfhcBJf,sl'tWt,l'lNppeers to bo, 
aatolrrrlinkgg7^^ajgbektoml^^-^tooh^J^ "Ts of course veyy 
^fTfWeuTbtosstabliah which disease came fir at f ^ in some 
dasea(llke the one mentioned at the beginning) there la lung 
oanoer alone.

Yours truly.
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oopy of Dr* Doll'a bport 4»W lariat 1999* billat with tho oortolltr 
■mrt poneao aaplorod hr T.B.i.Co. la bbobloO iron for too or 
■oaro nan slsu lot ftiurr 1933* u4 al*o • aopy of hlo abort fortbor 
bport, btod bpteobor 195®, glvlBg portloulan of tho botho trot all 
oama (30 la all) botwooa lit (ternary 1903 aad 31at Dootebor 1997 - a 
ported of 15 yoon « aaoacat tho 292 mb and 126 wan who anterod 
•BplayMBt 00 or attar lat Jaaaary 1933 «ad who hod oowplatod at loaat 
toa roan work la tho Mhodolod Arau. X agna with no that thou 
two aaporta aro tor7 oaoowroglng. u that oortalalr oppoar to prortdo 
aooad orlbau that tho rlafca both of Ubastoola and of lug oaaou 
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aabaoqnant to ini, la bhodalod Iroaa) woro ubaatoala oaaoa. 1 
thlak that oaat bo to, foddag tgr mr rooorb of uboatoala aaaoa 
ban, aod If u It dlaoloaoa a aattefaotory pultloo.

X aa Tory glod to mo that Dr. Doll la aboat to oeaooaeo 
a farthor aaalyald *1 mb oaplond who hon oouplotod twoaty pooro' 
aorrlao (ariwMMit to 1932) botwooa Pa wary 1»4 and (Unary 1999.
•ad X aoto that tho roawlta of this farthor won ohoald bo avmliahla 
la about ill aootha. *0 doubt wboa yoa onataally roaoln Dr. Doll'a 
fttrthu Baport yea will oond a aapy to Mr. (baoa for oouldoratloa.
X foal that oil thla weak by Dr. SOU will progMaaiuly pron aoro 
Talaoblo u tho nan (0 by aad tfau aaablo roally ioflalte oooolo- 
alou ta bo Men.

Maolly. u rofardo tho flaal porocraph of ywr latter, X 
onlte um that bom of no wowld want to bo Arcva Into aa arroMot •boot tSvalldity of Dr. Doll'a ooaalaalou ia hla flrot (19?4)_
_ port, aad then would bo m polat la dodag ao bow. Ini ab, X 
•till Mlatala tba rlova ozproaood la tbo letea whloh X prepared la 
(hiy 1994 u to tho Bop art aaly doflaltaly prorlog tho oaaool rolo> 
tlaMhlp (haem olroody) botwooa uboatoala aad loot eaaoor. Xa teat 
oonaootlte, It mom to m that tho lnrorlag exportei 
aortalaly ippoara to bo dloolooad by tea too later ~
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Xa aaaa row bora m eojy, X aaolaao a oopy af ay 1994 BOteaj 
Mr* Merllag already hu a aapy.


