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‘doption of Toxicity Testmg

by Patrick A. Toensmeier
ACRAMENTO CaLiF—In a move that could have far-
hing implications for the carpet and rug industry, the
fornia Legislature has passed a resolution which is de-
ed to provide the state with a test that would rate all

jed Promotes
tavia to Market

velopment Post

EW YORK CiTy—Chico
a has been promoted to
wly created position of
i ;ager con-

lopment -
Allied Fi- |

Chico Batavia

; Home Furnishings Opera-

- this position, Batavia will
overall responsibility for
mterpretatlon and demon-
iBion of Allied’s product line

.' ) existing and new applica-
s designed to stimulate

materials used in high-density
buﬂdmgs for combustion tox-
jcity. Under the wording of As-
sembly Concurrent Resolution
No. 146, the State Fire Marshal,
in conjunction with the Dept. of
Industrial Relations, will
examiine current toxicity test
methods for the purpose of
recommending one for use by
the state.

Such a measure is of impor-
tance to the carpet industry
because, at present, none of the
half-dozen toxicity tests in use
throughout the country can be
used to accurately test non-
uniform, composite structures
such as carpet and rugs. The
National Bureau of Standards,
which authored the best known
of these tests, has conceded, for
example, that its protocol is a
research tool and should not be
used for regulatory purposes.

PHOEN[X-—Slxty exhibitors
will participate in the Arizona
Floor Covering Market at the
Ramada Townehouse here on
Oct. § and 6. The event, which
will run from 3 p.m. to 10 pm.
on both days, is being spon-
sored by the Floor Covering As-
sociation of Arizona,

Market co-chairman Dan
Bienenfeld reported that this is
the association’s first effort at
organizing a regional market. Jt
is being put together, he said,
for the benefit of those retailers
who are unable to attend the
major markets in Dallas and
San Francisco,

Dealers from Arizona,
California, New Mexico, Texas
and Nevada are expected to
attend the show. The exhibitors
will feature a broad range of
products, from residential and
contract carpet, area rugs, resilk-
ient and wood flooring, to tools,
supplies, accessories, displays

-and cleaning equipment.

A fiber panel featuring repre-
sentatives from Allied, DuPont
and Monsanto, will open the
market with a presentation at 2
p.m. on Oct. 5. No reservations

Consequently, there is con-
* Continuadonpage 32

are required.

arst Business Publication "y 3 The World’s Largest Floor Covering Publication
me 31, Number 40 v “" Oclober 4, 1982 e $1.00 a.copy
ifornia Resolution Seeks 60 Firtgs to Show | Backhamre Interview;
At Arizona Market

Asbestos to Affect Market
In U.S., Says Tarkett Pres.

by Bob Barrett
NEW YORK CITY—In the next four to six months, the issue
of asbestos and the health hazards it may cause will “create
a panic in the US.” that will have wide effects on the floor
covering industry, predicted Ingvar Backhamre, president of

Tarkett, Inc. Not only will resil-

ient sheet vinyl manufacturers
be hurt until they can replace
products containing asbestos
with those that do not, but dis-
tributors who inventory these
products will suffer financial
losses when they cannot sell it,
he said,

Speaking in a recent inter-
view with FLOOR COVERING
WESKLY, Backhamre also pre-
dicted that if US. manufac-
turers do not begin producing
ashestos-free flooring within a

& Continved on pugs 13

Spirer Appointed
Sales Manager At
Southland Floors

POMPANO BEACH, FLA.~

Sidney Spirer has been
appointed field sales manager of
. all divisons

ped that month, Ta
I since July 198!
jon Ibs. were sh

.
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:_‘ hese figures, « DIV,
Wied Fivers & P -

ected industry !

fon filament, nywon swpe,
yeshzr, acrylic and olefin.
#st noticeable were the
[Lreases recorded in BCF and

y!on staple shipments
aled 60 million Ibs. in
gust, up from 44 million Jbs.
uly and 48 million lbs. in
Filament figures were 58
ion Ibs. in August, up from
illion lbs. in July and.47
Ailion 1bs. in June.
Aih August, domestic ship-
ts of polyester fibers totaled
million 1bs, acrylic ship-
nts amounted to 1 million
i, and olefin filament ship-
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“delighted”” with the number in
Tight of the restrictions on travel
and buying imposed on busj-
nesses by the recession,

Of the trade visitors who
attended the show, 37% repre-
sented the retall market, What
was considered significant
about their presence is that a
broad mix of store owners were
in attendance, from the so-
called ""big-hitters” to the
“mom-and-pop’’ operations.

Overseas attendance was off
slightly from the 1981 show,
ITF reported. and constituted
10.5% of the total overall

J.

' OP-650
g -
Co. to draw attention to the
four-store operation before the
beginning of the Fall selling
523500,

“This was by far the biggest
prometion we have ever run,”
said Don Riddle, president. "“He
drew between 500 to 600 peo-
ple that day and we received
coverage in six or seven local
newspapers and on the radjo. I
wag very successful for us.”

The newspaper coverage
included stories both before and
after the event, and appeared in
papers that Howard's does not

advertise in as well as those in

Southland
vic introductions by key Vi As Floors, Inc., ac-
Is. In the contract field he Harrogate A'Ctl ty Seen cording to

i a":d’:f)g;’gg‘\:i‘f . DESTINATION | RUB. NoO. CLASSMARK | COTOR gl
* Contin Q)Sﬁ 33077/ VEA '3/@ 5 of the distribu-
i . il tor. In this po-
%er Shlpﬁ o e U3 sition, Spirer
sein Au VoL, T ind i will oversee
g, v~ 53 Bind &s ia “"""” Selrer the activities of
W YORK CITY ["TManila rope 13 sales representatives who
shipments ine OC( P cover Florida, He will report to
August, follo lﬁ% ; Dave Hardy, vice president.
)2: Iof fecn;aifl Spirer comes to Southland
evels of . from Kane C t Co,,
million Ibs. of Remarks : Govg w7 " 1. wheee he b

Secaucus, N.J, where he had
served as sales manager of the
Mannington Div. Prior to that
he was associated with Tri-State
Floors of Westbury, N.Y,, for 19
years, rising to the position of
senior vice president with
responsibility for Congoleum
sheet goods as well as residen-

& Continusd onpage 7

Far East Expo,
Toxicity Updated
At CRI Meeting

DaLTOoN, GA.—More than
100 members of the Carpet &
Rug Institute attending its sec-
ond membership meeting of the
year were told that the Dept. of
Commerce has endorsed the
CRY’s traveling minimarket
program $o the Far East, and
that steps were underway to
pursue the question of carpet
toxicity in relation to hotel fires.

Ten mills have committed
themselves to the traveling
market, which wili depart from
the U.S. Mar. 4. Sites already
confirmed include Tokyo and
Osaka, Japan, with the
possibility of Seoul, South
Korea being added,

“These locations are not
existing markets but represent

» Continved on page 8

Clark & Mitchell’s
Carpet Auction Set
For Oct. 15, 16

FORT WAYNE, IND.—Clark &
Mitchell Floor Coverings, a
retail concern which also main-
tains interests in distribubion,
will conduct an auction involv-
ing as much as $500,000 worth
of its carpet inventory on Oct.
15 and 16 at the Memoria! Col-
iseurn here.

The auction, according to C &
M president Bill Mitchell, is
neither a distress sale or one
mandated by pressing financial
considerations. Rather, it is an
effort to clean out inventories
that have not moved well for at

* Continved on pugs 2

Hawaii Assn. Declares Floor Week

HONOLULU~-The Hawaii Flooring Association has de-
clared Oct. 31 to Nov. 6 Floor Covering Week in Hawaii as a
promotional service to its members.

Space has been reserved in the Honolulu Advertiser and
Star Bulletin that will highlight advertisements from partici-
pating HFA members and suppliers. According to executive
director Tim Lyons, the program is voluntary and all indus-
try members are welcome to take part.

Retailers are being encouraged to make extra efforts at pro-
moting their shops during Floor Covering Week by announc-
ing sales and other special events that will heighten con-
simey interest in foor coverinos
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Tarkett will not have’
atioh in the 1983 city to supply the US.
; . his, he said, will mean
in London; others e of non-asbestos sheet
tile, which will open
. market to Buropean
\ifatturers who have
Yee lines.

bestos issue '‘will
here,” as it has in
, said Backhamre.
1 Sweden and Norway
y coundries that have
sregulating the sale of
§products, “there is no
Sof selling them in Ger-
e U K. or France” he
23dding that several years
ese countries did not
the issue of asbestos
ots would ever take effect
g’grin Scandinavia,

i

.ot Tikely that these !
ill atfect exhibitor

l‘ y, it has stated thg
. effort will be mag

e not trying to public-
vertise the problem in
;" said Backhamre, “but
predicting what will
” He noted that in
reeks, the mass media is
tnore attention on the
#And a consumer study
ied by Tarkett, indicated

bestos is the industrial
it consumers are most

tining against it. We
[[igesting the facts and
“he continued, “‘but we
d¥that consumer aware-
it asbestos is very high,
5, to 85%."
$hly is consumer aware-
gh, but so is distributor
c/surprised at how the
Gf the distributor hes
“ he said. “When we

figrd distributors.” Most
tors who are changing
isbestos flooring are

fing Tarkett before the
ontacts them, he re-

gs Market, Jan,
ding to the

Ingvar Buckhamre
the wrong inventory are in real
trouble,” said Backhamre, “If
they have inventories of
asbestos products and the issue
snowballs, they will not be able
to sell it, and if the manufac-
turers do not buy it back, they
will lose their money and the
confidence of their retailers.

“If you look at the 10 biggest
distributors today and the 10
biggest at the end of 1983, 1
would guess that there will be
at least a 50% change in the
group,” he predicted.

Adds Distributors

Tarkett has added several dis-
tributots to its network in the
year since it acquired GAF.
Among these are AW Indus-
tries, Baltimore; Floor Services,
Spokane, Wash.; Architectural
Floors, Chicago; Flooring Tech-
nology, Houston; Rodefeld,
Indianapoiis; Akers & Chrysler,
Auburn, Me., and IL.H
Hershner, York, Pa.

Many of these distributors
have dropped their former resil-
ient lines and picked up Tarkett
because of the asbestos issue,
said Backhamre.

"“Fhere is no question about
what this product can do to
you, and no question about the
legal and liability confusion
going on,” said Jack Lee, vice
president of marketing. “There
is no question of what the man
in the street thinks about i, and
no question of what is going to
happen to the value of these
products.”

The Tarkett people feel floor
covering installers will be the
first group to strongly protest
against the use of flooring con-

formation, call 148

taining asbestos, Retailers, once
they are aware of the con-
sumers’ concerns, and see that
they will ask for non-ashestos
products, will follow. And
builders, who will have trouble
renting or selling space that
contains products with
asbestos, will also react.

“The risk from the manufac-
turing point of view,” said
Backhamre, “is that if the US.
manufacturers do not drop
asbestos in time, it will open up
the market for Europeans, and
that can change the whole
flooring industry.”

Asbestos is used as a filler in
vinyl floor products. With
seven years of experience in
research and development,
Backhamre said there are ade-

sbestos to Affect Market In U.S., Says Tarkett Pres.

quate substitutes that do not
affect the quality of the product.

Responsibilities Cited

"We are very concerned
about our responsibilities as
manufacturers,” he said. “We
have responsibilities to our dis-
tributors, retailers, butlders,
consumers and employees. The
U.S. manufacturers have not yet
taken full responsibility,” he
contended.

Tarkett had tried for many
years to enter the US. market,
but was unable to establish a
sufficient distributor network
until it acquired GAF last year.
“The U.S. is a big country, and
it was important for us to be
here,” said Backhamre. “We

® Centinvod on page 16

FORMER HOUSTO]
sales manager Glenn
(eft) of Congoleum Corf\)
presented Dennis Kershni
manager of the Houstors
LDBrikman Co., with:t
Salesman of the Year
Kershner, a 10-yeay Br
veteran, was named bran
manager in April. Thomso
rently director of field ¢

Congoleum in Kearney

There's one adhesjve that's perfect for just about
every kind of wood parquet and laminated plank
flooring. No matter which brand of flooring you're
instailing. Henry 116.

Easy to spread, even in cold weather, Henry 116
provides a tough reliable bond. What's more, open time
is excellent and odor is mild.

As with all our products, we stand behind the
performance of 116.

So why risk using less than the best? Ask for

Henry 116.

HENRY

We're good for your reputation.

THE W W. HENRY COMPANY + 5608 Soto Streel, Runtington Park, CA 90235 (213) 583-4961
Chicago, I, + Dover, QH - Squth River, NJ - Arhinglon, TX

1981 The W W. Henry Compony



Asbestoswto Affect Market
In U.S., Says Tarkett Pres.

# Continued from page 13
have a proverb In the US, an
hour s 40 minutes.”

The bad economy has helped
Tarkett establish ifself here. Tt
has kept Tarkett’s competition
from being as aggressive as it
could be, believes Backhamre,
which has allowed Tarkett to
reake inroads. “When the bad
economy stops, we will be
ready.”

Tarkett will be zeady with
more than resilient sheet vinyl
and tile. The managers believe
in a package approach fo the
marketplace, with several prod-
ucts being offered. “But these
have to be the right products”
sald Backhamre. For Tarkett,
+his includes contract vinyl, DIY
flooring and hardwood, in
addition to its general line. This

does not include carpet.
No Carpet Sales

Despite some interest in a
couple of carpet manufacturess
in the US., Backhamre was
insistent that the firm will not

get involved in the carpet
industry “as Jong as [ am presi-
dent of Tarkett, Inc. As a
manufacturer, there is not
enough profit.”

Tarkett has “just launched
the first phase of a five-year
plan ¢o inform the consumer of
the Tarkett name,” said Muller.
Advertising in the tracitional
women's service magazines is
spearheading the campaign.

The company is also plan-
ping to introduce “a revolu-
tionary sheet vinyl product
before the end of the year,” said

Backhamre.

Abdul-Jabbar Draws Crowd At Ketail Fromounon

# Continued from page 1

which he does.

“This is something floor
covering dealers do not do
enough of,’' noted Riddle.
“When they are having a
special event, they do not go
after publicity. As long as you
do not abuse the privilege, most
local newspapets welcome the
story ideas.”

Riddle tries to measure the
end results of al} of the advertis-
ing and publicity campaigns he
runs. But this event, he said,
was hard to measure because it
was geared to draw attention to
the stores, rather than generate
sales for a particular day. Addi-
tional events, planned for
almost every weekend this
season, will build on the
notoriety gained from this one.

Abdul-Jabbar was chosen
because of his seven-foot size,
which tied into the theme of

Howard's biggest sale. The
sports figure was aiso appropti-.
ate because he had bought hisi
own carpet at Howard's 2 year’
earlier.

AREEM DE LA CREME:
Bigelow representative Jackie
Taibot shakes hands with Kareem
Abdul-Jabbar during the
Howatd’s Rug promotion.

“We are & high-end stog
did not want 0 much ofig
and-pony show,’” said B
“The turnout was exactly

and have him sign autog

Abdul-Jabbar appeas
two of Howard's four g
the one here and ot
Arcadia. To get him fron
to store, Riddle rented a!
fire truck and drove hi
ing more attention alo;
way. "It was quite a sight
this giant riding in an o
fire truck,” he remarked.

Riddle's father, Ho
opened the first store
Rosemead location 3%
ago. They now bill the
as “San Gabriel Valley'’s
largest and most re
center for fine carpeting
petitive prices.’” A 40tha
sary celebration s pla
January.
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CARPET S

5 time, Salary
FULS!G!‘M Good Seneht:.y(."a‘lll 212 527-
4700

EXCELLENT
OPPORTUNITY
Sell sterter to operate cerpet rarenant
and rolls warehouse stone Phile. shéa.
ouasr mxlznr.s ':'o n’;{r,ira. V\I‘nrl’l arra:hqe
t sharl an, You could own this
Z.;}r_,g?tion Inga few years. Reply Box

CERAMIC TILE FOR
SALE OR TRADE
Attention Oigt. Lorge Tile Congr_or
innovasive Sples Agents. Over §0,000
S/F of B variety of types of s mpsaic
ceramic at S0 S/F Samples and
iaventory Availeble. Call Jim tor Info.

318-7581811.

SUPER STRL?oIgG .:\GENCHY
# T 3 major Hna:
® Dsilarst l?;?s3414 n&:r $tj°t21 ]
630-3060, Dalles, Texas 5247.

COMMISSION SALES REP
Experignced caramic of related fields
Sales Rep for Stata of Conn, {ugrative
commission base for twgh earnings.
Excellent opportunity for the right per-
500, Reply Box 2473

BOOKKEEPER WANTED
Suu Chargs, 8 0 5 Mondsy thru Fri-
ay.

Foor Covaring Store.
Call (212) 807-1618
Learn to Install Carpat!
Eree Brochure and Information, Garpet

Masters, Inc, 313 So. Brookhurst,
éaag}aaim. Co. 99801 {714) 291-

[CLASSIFIED SECHION)

LEASED DEPARTMENTS
READY FOR AREA RUGS
AND CERAMIC TILE IN
HUGH METRO NY RETAIL
CARPET WAREHOUSE
Tremsndous opportunity to join the
fastest-growing fleor covering ratalt
wershouse chain n Metro New York
srea. High volume aperation has poten-
+ial to miliions in sales, Looking for peo-
ple with ssvvy and merchandising
know how in res rugs or ceramic vile,
Lesst on your owh or willing o joint
venture, Talk to us so0n. Write in con-

fidsnce. Bax 8472,

EXCELLENT BUSINESS

OPPORTUNITY SALE
11 year Fioorcovering Store, Sales &
Seruices. corpets, nowsx vinyls &
sraamcieaning, Sacrifice Gals 812-
Qou, Cash. includes stotk, supplies,
equpment plus mobile store. Lontact:
Bab Phitko, P.0, Box 637, Ocean City,
Md. 21842, (301) 2B89-5315 “In God
We Trust”

CARPET BALES
REPRESENTATIVES
Must have substantial following in
your ares. Mill experience anly, Subs-
tantial araw ve commuesion Datailed
resuMme r d, 5 Boroughs NYC &

CONTRACT SALES
Growing New Jersey conwract dealer
needs additional experienced sales ara-
fessionals to cali on General Convrac-
tors, Designers, Architects and end
ugers. Should have Contract
experignce, be gble to make take-offs
and figure plang. Liberal draw apainst
w gmssion—High Potsntial—

e the best fnes in the coun-

MFGS. REPS WANTET \y Box 2476,
e are the targsst Mfg. of ©
from Inr "\ ned 3 man sgles agency
-~

\ In representing Grass
\ \facturer in tha N E. We

P B\ i NY/NJ/CT/8/PA.

- ©% \ 110 Box 2475.
—
% % %%

3 % 5% \ PET AGENCY
% %\ anso 1V, and Mar.
% F mercial/residentinl

(REP

WANTE

Ryga amd Canpeta N
P TOSET UP S

‘s, La, Ga, Contact

ssociation!

RPET

%0131

Long lsland, Chicago & Vicinity, Oalies
& Vicimty Write 2471,

POSITION WANTED
LOS ANGELES AREA

FORSALE
20 (17, 12 Lines, Rotary Phonss_lfor
mediate sale—best offer—Call
Ronald (212} 758.8080.

DISPLAY RACKS FOR SALE

Bast 4 Roll Carpet Racks, K-47, Good
Condition, Best 8’9’ Area Rug Racke
with 30 Arms to Hold 60 Rugs, 107-
W. Excellent Condition, Must Sell
Quickly. Cali Stevan Schottenfeld
(201) 328-1880.

TERRITORY MANAG
OR MILL REP.
Experenced Contract and B
Whriolesale Sslesperson vo
Styled Medium to High PY
tract & Residential Carpet
have background in Design
Specifier area as well at carpdl
niture gtore outlet. Aress
Ariz. Nev. So Cohf, &
Genarous cormmission, unkmi
ngs Fapty to Box 2488,

COMPUTERS & PROGRAMS
For Figor-Covering Resailers, Complate
program for Radio Shack Mod 1-B98S.
Gustom Progremiming-Consultation.
£S, Kiginberg Dists. L, PO. Box 18,
%éq]vzq,ence. Ny, 11558 212/625-

CARPET SALESPERSONS

AND STORE MANAGERS
Come ta sunny Arizana! Phosniz arcas
largest carpet chain. Carpetime, nesds
experionced corpet & flooreovering
men! Braat opportunity 1o grow with
the West most suucessful deaier!
Good benefits, Send resume to Cer-
petima, 1240 East Indien School,
Phognix, Az, 85014, Walter Selinger.

DO-TEAK

42"¢i2" Tiles packed 2G/box reacy
for instaltation, Warshoused in Cer-
tergvilla, Ge. Commussion  salesmen
needed, Write to HL, Box 1108, Gar-
tersville, Ga. 30120

Expediter/Manager: Extremely campe-
tent and experioncad in plex plen
layouts to supervision of sales and
instaliations Baeks aggressive, quelity
company 10 grow with. 213.450-
8725 Evening$

ASISSALE
Purchased from major manufacturer,
commerciz! tilgs {carpet). most

CONTRACT

_ PROFESSIONALS
Growing Chicago carpst cantractor
needs additionel axperienced esles pro-
feasionals to calt on general contrac-
tors, designers, and and users Must
have contract experience, be abla to
make take-offs and figure plons, and

tusioh bondess ang some tufted. 1
inches squere with hasvy vyl back
Appraximately 50000 equere yards
avaiteble, Tiies are prasently not sorted
by colar o dye It but will ba in next 45
deye. Will entertain price sorted of
meorted, Most are first quality and
somes are "back defact’ seconds. Alss
available, approximately 18,500
squars yards 6 and 12’ wide brogd-
{nom. Some fuston bonded and same
tufted, One whird are seconds tmostly
back defects and @ fow straske), wo
thirde are first \xuslig‘y short rolls Al
hava polyester hack. his is glue dowh
goods. Vary serlous inquiries only! Call
Sollact. (404) 965.6671, sk for Doc
Wilson, If line I8 busy keep trying.

One of New England's oldest floor
govering distributors in need of

have custamer following Liberat draw
agamnst top commisstons, Unlimited
gotential for the right peaple. Contact
JACK KORNICK (312} 48 7-5600.

SALES MANAGER
Western Carpst end Lino curvently
has an opening for an_experienced
sates menager, Responsibilities include
the development of seles for entire
praduct line. We offer an sxceliant
starting gelery commensucate with
exparienca. Send resume in strict con
fidencs to: Western Carpat, 202
Wythe Ave, Brooklyn, NY 112114,

At Jaffray Hanick,

Looking for sggressive U
Manufacturer Experienced
nas following with stocking
Reply to Box 2467

MILL REP.
POSITION WANT

30 years' contract experiance;
York City—contacting deals
tacts, specifiers and snd usersy
sive backgroung in_ ali yg
wonves - Axqunster, Wilten
and tufted, Base~rmesropol
John P Walsh, 75 Shells
Yonkers, NY. 10701, Phons.j
963-8078. 8

POSITON WANTEL
ED SUTHERLAND 5 Bl
Former Barwick/Regent
Carpet Pro 1s locking for o
shat seeke strong contract
tributor representation In N
land. References are availabl
reoly to' B Kimball Rd, We
Mass 01581 or call: B
2031,

BUSINESS OPPORTY
Honast opportunityl Attend
sion-fres HOST SCHOOL Nod
w buy, Leern why carpet
turers recommend HOST Dny
ion Carpet Claaning, You can
maney pert-time or full-time,
cleaning CArpets 1A cOMINBM
ings and homes. Dekailz, call §
8438, Rscine Industeies,
1848, Recine, Wisconsin 5!
8 3A1 rated company

SALES REPRESENTA’
internationel Glassics
aggrecswe &ales professionsls
our camplete hng of ma
orignteis snd bropdicom wo

LINES WANTED
Chicaga based Sales Agents with
choice Merchandise Mare shawroem
svallable for additional ine. We special-
zsin high quelity Carpet and area rugs.

sensaned, exparienced salesperson
with following for Southeast Massa-

chusetts snd Rhode 1siand, Plesse sorxd
reply to Box 2468,

We ars experienced with clientele
armoenyg top accounts. Reply to Box
2470,

carpst. We have meny

ries avatieble, Ta discuss
please contact Mike Brown,
Puryesr, internotional (s
PO, Box 190, Tunnel Hil,
1404) 673-6541.




