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’  A.B.A., WITTENOOM ]
ndustrial Disease (Asbestoss o2eig)

L Increasing prominence 1s being given in Vestern Australias
to the incidence of Asbestosis. At the same time, grouping
of Silicosis cases on a regional basis has sllecedly indicsted

. & large number of cases due to work at Wittenoom. -

S In 1963 to date, 21 cases of Asbestosis and Silfico- ~
"~ -.Asbestosis have been sttributed to Wittencom. These 2] cases

R Whsng graded by the Health Depariment in the following way - _ .
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. ) = - The st;ﬁf .Gowm‘e;l.t 'Insu:.‘-'mco &ftc. ha.s‘e'stim'ated
L “ev 7 the ecurrent 1isbility for industrial disesse case
o o be £ 18,000, *. .- R Tl te

: * This 1iabflity is arrived at considering the seriousness  tops.:
of the 21 cases and also considering the maximum )iability ..r-X3QEE¥A
under the Western Australian Yorkers Compensation Act of 2 2,400 ¢
in any cne case, or £ 3,000 if death Tesults. ~In the event of Tnd
P death, -payments already made are deductible from the £ 3,000, -y S
A . S - AT TIR TIERE o SO IO > s
‘ <’ ° At present, we are paying the State Government Insurance .xo#g
r)’ Office a grenmm of something in excess of £ 5,000 per year for “Filgd
A industrial disease insurance cover. 1In conversation with the
General uanager of the State Government Insurance Office, I was *
informed that the claims experience under this_policy was very i
bad. 1 was given to understand that he would attempt fo have |
“the premium rate incressed beyond the present 20/- per £ 100
wages which has been in operation for many years,

In further considering our potentisl liability, we .-
should bear in mind that in N.S.%, there is no limit to the .
amount 3 man may receive by wey of weekly compensation for < o
! silicosis and on his death, a desth claim of & 4..90, _;,g T
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. Eigtphugion of gndustrial Disease ggges.

T el The following details were given by Dr. Lethan ..'f

- :" <. Above this there is dangor of contracti.ng 3

o o air he inhales dopcnds on this)

payabln fm ‘addition to a1l other payments made to him.

The premium_ rate for industrial disease (Silicosis)
cover for a similar min.ing “operation in N.S.W. is 80/- per
£ 100 vages.

‘It seems that 18 of the total 2) cases can be

. attnbuted to employment in the mine and 3 cases to

. employmnt in the mill e - .
on_ of ‘Indy 1 $Qe M. ol
The only suye way to prevent asbestosis and :

silicosis is to Teduce the concentration of contaminants

in the 2ir to a res2sonable figure. I'hi.s is done I:ry

idproving .ventilation, P

Regular sampli.ng of air at chosen points i.s
necessary to provide a proper c‘teck on t ke dust concen=
ttatiou.~ e . ';-. ._ ,;;-r - N :

It 1: not practical to think in tems of supplyin -
respirators to employees. The hot working conditions ulu 3
respi.::a‘bors unpopular even in the mill. o ..

"

T Conments on Asbestosis an osis, .-

"(westem Austzalian Director of Fublic Health) when he T
recently discussed industrial diseaso with Mr, Broadhutst ,{('x:;'
and mes . e R

l. A reasonable resding 6f concentration of
ashestos in air would be 140 fibres per ¢.

. Asbestosis, - R
S " 2. Time taken for a man to be affected by either !
- .- ~ of the two diseases depends upon the following ¥
factors i

- 6oncentration of contauimuts in the ah-

- rate at which a man works (the volum ‘of
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(e age

The c}itica
mictons,

* than 2 microns,

Asbestosis

- It is xaré

" silicosis a
hapgen,

1' particle size of asbestos 4s 20 - 30°
With silica, the critical size is less
can cause lung cancer,

for a man to develop asbestosis or
fter exposure ceases, .If this were to

it would be within one or two years after

he had been removed from exposure,

In its earl

Y stages'be.fore bresthlessness resul'ts.

At

developaent of asbestosis or silicusis can be
arrested 1f the man is removed from exposure.

the stage of bresthlessness, the condition cannot

. be improved

. Asbestosis
the fibre

develops earlier than Silicosis becauss - .

s_are deposited in the luni passages and
$e

" not.in thelung sacs as with silicos

. Alr sampling is. best done with a widget impinger=- i .

.. .such. as we
air should be determined after
of the mine and will, .
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ve-at Wittenoom.  Places to sample

& careful survey

- & -

&.1 AV e Al \n.«#c’.u.r,;,f’:‘.f
Ay Bs L ATk ﬂ&g‘; . ; T

e Tele

3 . - .

B e arte

C A A e W e ST o S, o 87



