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Perilous Particles _
*Tiny Asbestos Fibers.
Pose a Health Threat -
“To Workers and Public ¢

Long Exposure Can Result
In Lung _Dlscase. Cancer;
- Industry Seeks' -Solutions

“The Bodies Are n the Street

By BARRY NEWMAN

ac«ﬂ Reporterof THR WaLL STREET JOURNAL

NEW YORK-At Joseph Marino's gas ata-
tion on the fringe on Manhattan's Spanish Har-
lem, the proven method of cleaning an old
brake assembly goes like this: Pull off the
wheel, alm &n" air Node at the exposed parts
and hlow the dust out, — . ..

A cloud of brown dust Invariably files rl(ht
into the mechanics’ faces, says Mr. Marino.

" But it doesn't bother them. “We got masks and
everything,” Mr. Marino shrugs. ‘“The guys
‘don’t use them. What the hell.”

What the mechanics don't seem to know—
like thousands of other mechanicsa—is that the
brown dust-is dangercus. Brake .linings are

—-made of asbestos.-And If @ mechanic breathes
" "o ehough dust from the wom-out linings-it
could eventyally kill him.

The lethal quality of tiny, indestructible as-

Diston—fiters -ttt —tr-the—hmg—is—well4—
known. Widely publicized studies by Dr. Irving
- Belikotf of the Mount Slnal 8chool of Medicine
lead _him to predict that of the roughly 250,000
asbestos Industry workers today, about 95,000
will die unnecessarily of occupational cancer.
“In the next 10 to 15 years we will enter the as-
bestos cancer era,'' says Dr. Sellkoff. ““This
sl
Hazards for Others, Too
The asbestos induastry is well aware of the
problem and is taking action to combat it,
though critics say the steps aren’t’as-drastic-as
. the situation demands. But asbestos industry
" workers aren’t the only ones who might fall
prey to the-lung-cancers and other dlseases
caused by the mineral’s {rritating fibers. It's’
orkers in other indus-
tries using asbestos fibers could be affected, as
----- well as ordinary people who have come into
contact with asbestos in the atmoaphere.
Perhaps the most tragic fact [s that for
those who have already been sufficiently ex-
posed, changes In procedures and standards of
asbestos use—ineluding -a -new-set-announced |
. yesterdny by the Department of Labor—are
. meaningleas. It takes as many a3 40.yearst
after the first exposure for asbestos-related dl-
senses to surface: Controls instituted now will
indeed have an effect, but not for dacades.
Harry Balley ts one man who Isn't likely to
find much solace in the new standards. Mr.

T

Batley isn't an asbestos worker. He's a brick-|

layer in a Mobil Oll Corp. refinery alongside
the Delaware River in Paulaboro, N.J. He has
been working at the plant for 33 years, and
every year he has gone to the compzny med!-
_ cal department for a chest X ray.
- ’I‘ney never sald there was anything wrong
wm\ me uays 54-year-old Mr. Batley, and in-
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one of the great disasters of our time.”
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ferred wage boost to 7% a year
from 11%, the first such case decided
by the panel. The ruling won't neces-
sarily set .a firm “precedent for the
more than 200 other challenged de-.
ferred ralseg in existing contracts.
Yesterday s cutback affects butchers’
union pacts with-three~ Phlladelphm
food-store chains.
(story on Paoo J)
o
Gold's price chmbed still higher in-
ternatlonafly as speculative demand
for the metal accelerated. The London
close was a record $64.85 an ounce, up
$3.35 in the biggest-ever one-dax spurt.
Supplies continued tight, with reduced-
,South African offerings blamed.
{Slory on Page 2)
— '
Domestic natural gas advanced to
the highest free market price on roc-
ord, 73 cents a 1,000 cubic feet, in a
pact between Westrans Industries and
Johnson Rubber. Soparately, the chair-
-man-of-Texas-Gas-Transmission-pre-
dicted the FPC-will seck to exténd its
authority ‘to such- currently unregu-
| lated intrastate sales.
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endthevnr'hewonlonrprlmsﬂu.

cratic presidential hopaful said that_ it alected
President, he would go to Hanol, Paris.*or)

releasse of U.8. prisoners. He repeated his
pledge that, it elected, he would-end-U.8.-in-
volvement in the war within $0 days of taking
office. McGovern announced_plana for a_week-
end trip to the South to seek party unity, and
added he would be receptive to offers fromh
Humphrey and
" Humphrey told reporters he.oould ao--
oopt Wallace as Ms running.-mate. if the
Alabaman would go along with “a good ..
Hderali. Demooratic -platform. - Wallace {2

After four victories Tueaday, the ‘Demo- |,

anywhere in the world'* to reach an agreement | .
with North Vietnam for an end to the wat and |~

uskle to back his candidagy.|
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-~ second only to llcaouanr{nﬂttom num-—1- |-

ber of delegates. - —

A sweeping envlmnmenhl measure, Propo-
sitlon Nine, was rejected by California voters.

elected four backers of school Integration to
the scven-man nchool board.

e -8
- PROPRRTY TAKIUNDINQ_O! sahools will |
be reviewed by the Supreme Court. — - -

~1 It Wolild haVe prohibitsd xwide Tange of uctivi-y”
ties thought by some to be harmful to the envi- |
ronment. In Ban Francisco, meanwhile, voters|.

Aa do 48 other states, Texas places henvy
relu,nce on local property taxes to flnance-its
Texas'—1a

. IStory_on Puge 3) "7
L] L ] L]
FPC authority to allocate natural
gas supplies to users during the pres.
ent shortage was upheld by the Su-
preme Court. That decision and others
yesterday backing the FCC and ICC
|_suggested_the court isn’t_reversing a_
decade-long trend of enlarging powers

of federal regulators of business.
{Story on Page &)
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vae anulnoucs makers’_challenge
of the judge assigned to-rule-on -about
" 50 antitrust damage cases still pending”
against them was re!used by the Su-
pr ly—re—
stricted sonic- boom suits againgt the
U.S., decided Citibank may claim that
loss of its Cuban branches offsets a
Banco Nacional de Cuba claim, and
ruled that a patent-infringement suit
-agrinst-an-alien-maybe brought in any
federal district court, despite a pat-

-

‘can-Americans, and a “distriét court oMNIEred |,
the state to equalize achool spending so- the
quality of education didn’t depend on local
wealth. The district court had noted that school

property tax rates, while those with low prop-
erty values had high rates. The- court also
found -that -poor districts-produced-only-$3L a
[pupll Trom property taxes, while Wimrent ais-]

lawyer on hand, the high court held. It also
mM

criminal- suspects found incompetent-to-stand
trial. And the Justices said that dependent chil-
dren whosse parents are away for any reason,

fare
barred ald-to-dependent-children_payments to
“military orphans.”
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tncluding military service, are eligible for wel-| . _
benefits. A Callfornia regulation "had |~

tuency
cratic

loser

districts with -high property  valuer T tow 0
McGovern -

month. -

tricts produced $307 & pupll | :H’y
The district court Acld the Conatitution’s tion. But.
equal-prolection ocluxse- required- “fiscal |the tanl.
neutrality.”” Thus, it voided the-Texas sys—| ppam - gull
__tem,- saying—4f- d‘aoﬁnd«aud-dn_[awr_or‘ “party’
~-wealthier. [nvn”h'- F‘Q-d.f
Suspects can be put in llneupl withoutSh | conventis

ent-law provision. e b
(Story on Pnoe L)
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Ford's retesting of 1973 models for
emission-control certification is being
secured by extraordinary precautions.
; Hood locks, security guards and
closed-circuit TV are being used, the
new executive in charge followmg a

shake-up disclosed.
(Stery ocn Page 2)

‘1 by the‘House Appropriations Committes.-In ap- |

__| venereal oneas. That bil}l goen.m_the_ﬁuule._ .

-Additional funds for health care were voted

proving an extra $784 milion- for-health-work
and research as part of s 328 billion HEW
money bill, the panel sald that, while Nixon
has committed himself to major attacks_on
cancer and other diseases, his budget requests
for fiscal 1973 don't provide enough money to
meet hiz goals. The S8enate, meanwhile, voled

to fight communjcable diseases,

72-0 to spend-$90 million a-year for flve years [
particularly |
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