December 1, 1955

Mr. dymin Ghapiro

Zthyl Coerporation

14G0 West Eigut Mile Road
Forndale 20, Detroit, Micuigan

Dear My, Sﬁapiw: ‘

Thanks for sending me the communication of Mr, Closson coﬁcarning
Or, T. ¥, Coffield's roport of information obtained at the ACS maeting
at Atlantic City, Tiis clarifios a report which camea to me fyom Dr,
Zitzmiller that some disquieting information had been supplied to some
of the personnel at Urangeburg concerning the dire effects of exposure
ta inorganic manganese compounds, It brings me t0 comment on tze
procedure wiorebdy such information gains currency within tae Cor-
poration to the disadvantage of our eiforts to deal effectively aad
raalistically with raatters of indusivrial hygiene,

Jdo not eriticise the gatrering of information by any of the persoanel of
RIS orpo ration, [ must urge, Lowever, that thers is & proper moans

of dealing with such information, In this case the latter was not observed,
suggest, hersafter, and as a roattor of proper praca&bz'e. tiat such
sormation be passed on to a reprasontative of the Lledical Department,
Lafore it is acted on within the Corporation in any mazmer taat rclates to
indastrial health,
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Asg to the information, itself, nothing is ervonecus, except that no quan-
titative relationsixips are referred to, with vespect to the severity op
duration of the exposure which is capable of inducing manganesge intoxi-
catlon, Ihese are matters én which we are fairly well informed, and
indeed wo are familisr with the Cuban situation and are wall acquainted
with Dy, Panalver and niz asyociates from whom this information came,
There are other somewhat aimilar situstions in some of the foraign mining
and refining operations with which we are {amillar, and we know in some
detail about the thorapeutic investigations which are in progross,

In order to wut to rest somne of the apprehension concerning the hazards
of handling inocrganic manganese compounds, without minimizing the need
for appropriate measures of hygieni contrel, I should like to stress the
fact that prolonged and sovers exposure is necessary to induce disease,
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The conditions in the Cuban industries concerned ars very bad indeed,
- and weould not ba tolerated by respoasible industrial organisations,

What we ate more concernod about, without any noglect of tha potential
proytlem of 2 manganese gait ia the Urangeburg operations, is the potential
opportunity afforded for exposure to an organic mangansse compound wiichn
is move veadity absorbed and {inda relative ease of nccess te vulnerable
tissues and organa in tie body,

T gherndd awveraciste it graatly if thie incident wara o sapply ine basis lov
» zensral recognitinn of the resnonsibilities of thy Medisal Lepartsaent in
the interprotation of texicological information withytia C avpoaratics and
for th{s renson I am giving this lettor 5 {airly wide cireuiation,

Hiacaeely youra,

R AL

Robert A, Len00, hi, e

AR SO W, G, Loveil
¥, J. Schroster .

. I, Sprusk

K. . Classoa
Eari vV, Kitsmidliaer
hay C, A, Dock
Lestey W, Saxders
T, &5, Tayler
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