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NEW  BRU N SW ICK. N J .  P g 9 P j

Septem ber 19, 1972

M r. B a r r y  I . C astlem an  
305 W est B id d le  S tre e t  
B a ltim o re , M aryland  21201

D ear M r. C astlem an :

I am  taking the lib e rty  o f rep ly ii 
A ugust 3, a d d re s se d  to  D r. T . H. She lie  
C en tra l R e se a rc h  L a b o r a to r ie s . F i r s t ,  
ap p reciation  o f  your bringing to our atten 
the p o ss ib ility  that ta lc  by i t s e l f  m ay  be 
m ark e t ta lc  we have r e a l  concern  about 
e ffe c ts  it  m ay  have and have been monito 
b a s i s  the w orld  lite ra tu re  on the b io log ic  
a re  p r im a r ily  in te re ste d  in determ in ing 
u se  o f ta lc  can  c a u se  any h arm fu l e ffects 
no re a so n  to b e liev e  that ta lc  alone w ill

g to your le tte r  dated  
D ire c to r  o f our 

et m e e x p re s s  our 
liion your concern  about 
carc in o gen . A s we 

ly  potential harm fu l 
ing on a  continuing 

ill activ ity  o f ta lc . We 
rhether the co sm etic  
and a t th is tim e  have 
iduce n eo p la stic  ch an ges.

The publication  by K lein feld  (Ar 
663-7 , 1967) th at you m entioned in your ' 
and, a s  you know, re p o r ts  on the inciden 
in m in e rs  w orking in ta lc  m in es which c< 
serp en tin e .

;h . E x p e r . H ealth, 14: 
e tter i s  fa m ilia r  to u s 
;e  o f pulm onary can cer 
ntained trem o lite  and

I am  subm itting som e points^wh 
that pure ta lc  i s  not a  carc in ogen  which

ch support our p&Mtion 
jjnay be o f in te re st  to you.

The m onitoring of a d v e rse  
the co m m e rc ia l u se  o f a  pr 
m ark e ted  fo r  over 70 y e a r s  
c o sm e tic a lly  fo r ce n tu r ie s .

€ ffe c ts  re latin g  to 
qduct that h as been 

by u s and used

The continuing rev iew  of th< 
ta lc  show s that it has been \ 
when in troduced into the pie

w orld  lite ra tu re  on 
sed  th erap eu tica lly  
Ural cav ity , has been



M r. B arry  I. G astlem an -2- Septem ber 19, 1972

1
in troduced into the peritonea] cav ity  fro m  
ruptured  su r g ic a l  g loves and has been r e sp ire d  
by in d u str ia l w o rk e rs. In both the p leu ra l 
cav ity  and the periton ea l cav .ty  ta lc  p rodu ces 
lo c a l f ib r o s i s  in the t is s u e s  end to date we have 
not been ab le  to find any repc r t s  o f  can cer in 
the ex ten siv e  m e d ica l l i t e r a t i r e  on th is su b ject.

E x c e s s iv e  exp osu re  to ta lc  c iu s e s  ta lc o s is  in 
m in e r s , and I know o f no d a t i  to in d icate  that 
can ce r  o f  the lung o c c u rs  in such m in e rs  exposed  
to ta lc  f r e e  o f a sb e s to s .  *

3. C ontro lled  stu d ies have been conducted in h a m ste r s  
in which ta lc  w as introduced into lun gs and p leu ra  
and the r e s u lt s  showed no can cer developm ent when 
the an im a ls  w ere follow ed for th eir l ife . T h ese  
data  w ere  in  c o n tra st to  r e su lts  obtained when 
a sb e s to s  w as u sed  in p lace  c f  t a lc . A paper on 
th ese  stu d ies w ill sh o rtly  be rep orted  in  the m e d ica l 
lite ra tu re .

4 . In o rd er  to co n firm  the findings rep o rted  in *31, two 
se p a ra te , exten sive  an im al studies a r e  being con ­
ducted independently in  whic h the an im a ls  w ill inhale 
ta lc  fo r d ifferen t tim e perio  is  and w ill be followed 
for th e ir  life tim e  and then exam ined h isto lo g ica lly .

Your com m ent concern ing the follow up o f ta lc  m in e rs  to 
determ ine the ca u se  o f th e ir  death i s  per inent but i s  tim e consum ing, 
and the n u m bers involved a re  re la tiv e ly  sm a ll. H ow ever, in o rd er  
to obtain e p id em io lo g ica l data m ore  rapic ly , we a re  cu rren tly  fo llow ­
ing an exten siv e  ep id em io lo g ica l su rv ey  o f the ca u se  o f death  in a 
la rg e  group o f in d u str ia l w o rk ers expose i to ta lc  with a view  to d e te r ­
m ining w hether they d iffe r  fro m  other ap p ro p ria te  popu lations. In 
addition we a re  attem pting to obtain data on the c a u se  o f death  of

*V an  O rstran d , H .D . : T a lc  pneumoconi > s is , C h e st , 58(1):2, 
Ju ly , 1970
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ta lc  m in e rs  and d eterm in e i f  the cau se  o; death d iffe r s  fro m  other 
popu lation s.

I a m  hopeful that the com m ents [ have subm itted  w ill be o f 
a s s is t a n c e  to you.

We ap p re c ia te  your in te re s t  in  w ritin g  to u s and look 
forw ard  to  supplying you with pertinent published data  a s  they becom e 
a v a ila b le .

S in cere ly  y o u rs,

A
j ' W '

G avin H ildic
D ire c to r

imith, M . D . , F . A . A . P . 
G liiiic a l R e se a rc hGHS:MMS


