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Opoember 21, 1965

101 Mr. L. 0. Griffith, Plant Manager
Pitteburgh Corning lorporation THIS DOCUMENT WAS NOT A RECORD OF
Port Allegany, Pennsylvania PPG INDUSTRIES, INC. DID NOT COME FROM

IT'S FILES AND CANNOT BE AUTHE

Pittsburgh Plate Olass Company
Pittaburgh, Pennsylvania

SUBJECT: Imditial Medical Plant Visit, October 25-20, 165

1.
ﬁhﬁlﬂ. vas made at tbe request of Mr. Byrl Stout, Vice
President of Mamufacturing, Pistaburgh Corning Corporation. The principal
purpose of this initial visit vas to beooms acjuainted with personnel,
cpsrations and facilities of the Port Allegany Plant anc to consult witu
and advise plant managemsut on oocupational and medical problem arsas.

2. 3oope

The sntry futerview was held with Mr. larry Oriffith, Plant
Marager, following which each of the plant areas was visited with the
superintendent of that area. Plant No. 1, Olass Block, was visited witn
M, Glen Turner; Flamt YNo. 2, Foam (lass, with Mr. H. 1. Yeaver; Plant hNo.
S, Fabricating of Foam Olass and Plant o, 6, Foamthans, with #r. Fred
DeVrisej Plant No. 8, Unibestos, with Mr. J. il. lolaway. Fiollowing the
plant visits, discussions were held with Mr. i{. J. Baker, Personnel Manager,
-on the Medical and Safety Programs. Mr, Haker accompanied Lr. Grant on a
visit %o the Port Allegany Jommnity Hospital. The exit interview was held
with Mr. Larry Griffith, and the following commenta and/or recommendations
were sade.

3, Jomments and/or iecommendations

A. Alleged Lyad Intcxication -~ ylass Hlock i‘lant. t!ir. oy
Thompson had been employed in the ,lass decoration operalion witain tuie
plant for about three years. During the past year, he has been under
treataent by his personal physician, &, Herman Mosch, from Coudersport,
2 toom of about 18 miles from fort Allegany, His princigal complaints
were relates to a dermatitis of his hande and fingernalls, a cramping and
sorenees of his abdowen, intermittent chest pain, weakness, diraziness ana
loss of balance. .hen his physician found he worked in an area in which
he was potentially exposed to lead paint, he suapected a ielationship
between the sywtoms and a potentiil lead exposure. de called .'r. Haner,
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the Persomrwl Director, who 1s a friend of his and advised him of his sus-
picions. This oall vas about three weeks hefore the underaigned‘'s visit.
¥r. Thowpson was removed from his eposure at that time and placed at the
foun glass finishing area., His doctor had placed him on &PTA, a chelating
agent., The employes has noted an improvesent in some of his sy—ptoms since
the beginning of this tres’asnt.

™he glass dv2uiLting operation consists of spraying & bease
snamsl on the glass block, zilowing this to air dry and then riring the
snasme]l into the glass block. The spraying is done in a makeshift, but
enclosed, ventilated box which is completely enclosed at the time the
spraying iz doom. The spraying is activated by a foot lever outside this
box. The wet spraywd block is then removed and placed on a pallet where it
is allowed to air dry. The spraying operator wears rutber gloves during
this phase of the opsration. 1\ fairly large number of blocks are allowed to
accumilate in this manner befors they are taken into the next room and placed
on a ¢caveyer line which carries them through a firing furnace, The riring
furnace 1is exhaust ventilated. Urior to firing, the dried enamel is powdery
and can sasily be wiped off the glass bricks.

The Technical INrector of Pittsburgh Jorning, Mr. ueorye uregory,
advised that the base enamel contained between L5 and 51 percent of lead oxide.
Mr. Thompson has a history of hypertensive cardiovascular dise..se. iie also has
a fungus infection of the fingernails., Ho special study has been made cf his
gastrointestinal complaints,

Secommendation

While there is a potential lead hasard, my initial observations of the opera-
tion as it was being done at the time of my visit, lead me to believe that

it i{s probable no lead hasard actually exists. However, in view of the
question that has been raised in regard to potential lead intoxication, i
would strongly suggest obtaining lead urine studies not only on Mr. Thompson
but on all of the employeses who have recently worked at this operation for
significant periods of time. Since these lead urine atidies cannot be done
in the usual hospital laboratory, upon request, I will nake the necessary
arrangements to have these studlies be accomplished. T.e studies consist of
each employee collecting a 2L=hour urine sample in a specially provided lead
free {lask and analysing the urine for its lead content, If these lead urine
studies show evidence of incrcased absorption of lead in the employecs, an
induatrial hygiene engineerin; evaluation of the operation should be accom-
pPlished in order to detsct and control siguificant lead sources. .ere a,.ain,
uson request, I will also make arrangoments for this survey,

B, Foam Glase lant Strippiug ‘peraiion. Jhe problem ais-
cussed in my jedalia report, ol which you have a .opy, are similir to the
problems noted at Port illegany, namely, eye haszards from foreign bodies,
heat, particularly during the swmer months, and noise. My recommendat.ons
are basically the same, 1\ phase of the opuration wnhich in part seemod
significantl/ different was the eye hazards from fureign budies. . .riffith,
who had been the plant manager at Jedalia, felt that there were si,nificantly
fewer eye injuries at icrt \legany than at .edalla. here were some uiffer-
ences in the strip.ing opcration at the two jlants. it ort Jdle any,

| BB 0008646 {

4



e
-4
bt

BTN

“mmwm _M m :

15 mm«. m mmmm.ﬂm
I mm_ m

m% : %
Wwwm M m m“m.__u“m

w E .

mwww _um muw.hm

m u g2

1 : 333 m, »u,

g1 z “. _

it m“_

wm u L m_uw

f‘ \

g m.mm. 3 wm m 3 mwm
Al i
TH I AP S B,
e i
memmmnmm wmm@m 132133
-mm +h m» B o MMummmn
jleblii gl
e
Rt 31§ .u mmm +
i ._mmwmmmm
;mmm...mmm Hi
il B
mMmu ummu .amnm_unwmuMm
T mu.MMam Qm.mmwwmmmmum

08647

42

'—'z,

{ BB 00



THIS DOCUMENT WAS NOT A RECORD OF
PPG INDUSTRIES, INC. DID NOT COME FROM
IT'S FILES AND CANNOT BE AUTHENTICATED
BY PPG INDUSTRIES, INC.

M. L. 0. Qriffieh
Imitial Medical Plant Visis

E

Pro-amplaymsat evaluation of suplayees who will work with TUI should include a
careful history of allergic ¢isease. These persens sheuld be sxcluded from
work with TNI. PAwrthermere, perisdic phywiocal examinatiens should be made of
all employess potemtially ewposed %6 TD! te detect sarliest evidenoe ef allergic
msxifestations

Ahar eparations s dscussed ia Vixis repert.

D bewtos P « ASbestos Dust » In June of 1964,
afver plant, the Departasnt
of Health of the State of Pennaylvesais performed an hypiems survey.

v exposure over & mumber of years to hasardous amounts of asbestos dust
will produce the pulmonary disease -~ asbestosis. 3ince the Penmsylvania 3tate
studies in 1964 indicsted certain arsas of the plant where a basardous dust
osndition sxisted, it 18 imperative to deturmine the effectivenses of corrective
ainoe that time and to show, Lif poesible, that a hasardous dust
condition ot axist. This intustrial hyyiens engineering 6°' .oy should be
by te of Penmeylvanis. MAwrther, it shoul ~e done by a
grop uiversally recogaised as competeut to perform such a survey. Upon
request, I will arrange to have such & survey acoomplished. Te~esgloyment
msdical examinstions of asbestos woriers should inolude a thorough history of
previous chwet disease a8 well as a chest xeray sxamination. any history of
chest disease, howsver denign, or x~ray evidence of such disesse should exclude
that individual working in an asbestos exposure. teriodic cheet Z-rays should
be taken at least svery two years on all asbestod workers. These Xers,s should
be read by & Board dertified ruesatgemclogist. These recommendations are
gl:nm tos develepment of asbestosis among your seployees at
future t .
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Severel sawving and grinding cperations

vere choerved oan plant in which the eperators were

"P wilislag salety glasees.

Oumanht A comtinuing effert is requirasd $o educste employees of the limpor-
i Sanse of provesting Whelr oyes and the necessity of wearing appro-
priste aye protesilen vhon performing eye hasardous tasks.

ocouniste L s i mm:rno- m-bor ;

of foremen 111lness or s ;

of fizwteaid kite scettered Vhreughout the plant. This is not adequate fer ‘;
the

\ mmber of potential hasards that
oxist within the plant. e ’
Beppunadetion

ja-plant medical pregram should be established. An adequately equipped
a s Saffed with a murse and/er srained first-sid attemdants under
the direstion of a Jioensed phyvician i» nseded. The phywieian
ok MiTEY Ahe pland sm & regular basis and maiatain a thorewgh nowledge of
Plamh and dispensary cperatisas se that he oan provide prefessiconl guidance

lee B. Grant, M.D.

p ]
09 Re. B, K. Steut
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