Dr, William U, Giessel, Medical Director

Ccecupational Health Laboratories .
aal uiloby Steeet ‘

Housien, Texas

Dear Soctor Giessel: B

&
'~y

fou may be surprised, and perhaps even disvpleased, to raceive this lettsr
iremn ine, et mes explain, howevey, that my attention has heen called by
muatual friends to some of your activities in the field of induvetrial hyziene in
the l2ad irvades, Thisg subject is ona on which much sf the affort of my
preiessional life has been srent, ond since some of the feckniques that are
Leing ussd were develowed initially in this Laboratory, 1 may, perhaps, 33
eut ¢f my way to spealé of them, without preauming upon yoor patience and
good will, and without discourtesy, Moreover, it zeems wise avd proper to
say what I have to say to you rather than to speak of it to others,

If you have read the edirorial written by me in the J, A, M, A, on the subject
of ihe prophylactic misuse of BEDTA, you will, I believe, »scognize that I
cizapprove of vour efforts in that direction, 1 am surs that others, as well

as yoursell, are angaged in this form of palliative treatment of notential or
actual lead poisoning i all good conscience, Iam equally certain that you

do not understand the medical and therapeutic problem at issue, from the
physiclogical viewpoint, and that you are not aware that you are pandering to
the igznorance or, in some few instances, the disregard of industrial rnanage-
ment {or the weliave of employees, The failures to preveant industrial lead
poiscuning is one of the most flagrant violations of the known 2nd adequate
tancns of modern industrial hygiene that can be found in this country, I
wonder if you realize that the contrel of industrial lead exposure in such a
raannsr as to prevent the absorption of dangerous quantities of lead is now so
open to technical achievement a3 to be a moral and sccial obligation on the
part of industry, I wonder, alse if you realize that whea we physicians under-
take to palliate the worst effects of imiproper environmental ¢onditiens in the
lead trades, we are contributing to the neglect of approprizte measures of
industrial hygiene, and hindering, rather than promoting, industrial health,
You may argue that you:advise the installation of appropriate and adequate
ventiiation, 350 what? That is only an easy gesture of absolution from respon-
sibility, What ventilation? When and how applied, and to what zpecifications?
These are the matters that count, and it iz a physician's job to prescribe such
specifications aud to make every possible effort to see that they are met, This
requires knowledge, hard work and a2 sense of responsibility,
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I 2am not speaking here of responsibility in any hypothetical sense, or of
industrizl hyplene practice from the vigionary ideal of the ivory tower, I've
bheen working in the lead trades for thirty years., I know their problems, [ am
familiar with the attitudes, and I know the techhiques good and bad, I tell-you
without any fear of possible contradiction, that there is no excuse for the presert
hxg‘.x‘mmdfe‘nce of lead peisoning in American industry, It is an expression of
zlmost incredible ignorance, intolerable technical sloppiness, and ina few
instances, a thoroughly indecent social callousness. I must also say, in great
internal wrath, occasioned by shame, and‘kept below tae surface within the
proiession, with the patience and forbearance of a long-txme medical teacher,
thatthis situation is, 0 a large extent, due to the ignorance and the irresponsi-
hility of paysicians, If the dodtors, who worlk in the lead-using and producing
industries, and in profassional associaticn with the repoasible people in lead
trades, had known, or aow know, their jobs, the problem would be understood
by industrial management and production people, and it would not exist as a
problem, but as aa achievement, of industrizl hygiene,

If the use of ZDTA moves the ¢lock backward in the industrial hygiene of the
leaa trades, as it is now doing or is on the point of doing, it will have baen a
distrés.\sing incident in medical irresponaibility, rather than a boon to the
unfortunate victims oi'goime of the less daeily controliable sources of unwitting
and more or less accidenital sxposura to lead,

Because the things [ ave said above ars so evident, and mince I am sure that
vou and many other payzicians {Manville iz one of these, but there are others)
de not fully understand this situation, I writs to suggest to you, that if you

could find time to spend a day with me, sometime soon, but ot your convenience
otherwise, I could show you by fa.ctsard figmes, by the 'alain'-"voken data of-
experimentation and of industrial exsarienze, just how utterly futile in raost
insiances, iz this Business of prescrib ing EDTA, ex ef in the treatment of a
man whe ig sctually i1, There are, I balieve, a fzw situations that may properly
inatify the administration of EIXTA to 3 man who iz well, The*e, however, are
verv few, and they must be weighed carefully, with a1l the ebiectivity of a
completely responsible physiciaa, against cther factors in the life and associa-
tions of the patient - {or he must he a patient, 2nd not merely a part of the
machinery of industry, -

I hope I shall pot have ziven f'f.'--we n sxeressing my views co vigorousiy and
s0 bluntly, a nd I do hope that yvou will find it possible to accept my invitation,

I shall be on vacation in Awugist, hut after then Y shall be available except when
some eangagement iakes me ont of town, ' :

Cordially youre,

Robert A, Xehoe, M, O,
WA af



