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APl welcomes BLM clarification for American natural gas and oil development on public lands

WASHINGTON, June 7, 2018 — API today welcomed the Bureau of Land Management’s issuance of a new
policy directing its field offices to expedite its review and approval processes for natural gas and oil exploration
and production projects on federal lands, consistent with the intentions of Congress when it enacted the
Energy Policy Act of 2005.

“Removing unnecessary obstacles to safe and responsible energy development will effectively promote U.S.
job growth, domestic oil and natural gas production, revenues for federal, state and tribal governments, and
strengthen our national security,” said API Director of Upstream and Industry Operations Erik Milito. “Our
industry produces 1.5 mitlion barrels ner day of oil and is committed to submitting detailed information
necessary for approval to safely explore and produce natural gas and oil. Today’s BLM action promotes
efficiency and clarity in the approval process to allow communities across the country to fully benefit from
America’s energy renaissance.”

The instructionst bulletin issued by the BLM reminds the agency’s field offices to use existing procedures for
environmental reviews under applicable federal statutes, regulations, and guidance when they review natural
gas and oil projects. This action will allow stakeholders to rely on prior environmental analysis where
appropriate for a more predictable and consistent process for important permit decisions.

“Sufficient funding and a strong, sensible regulatory system is necessary to ensure that National Environmental
Policy Act related planning and permitting approvals, enforcement, and inspections can all be carried outin a
timely manner,” said Milito. “Over the last decade, onshore permitting has averaged around 200 days per
permit. These delays harm jobs, government revenues and stifle our future potential of producing more of our
own energy in the U.S.”

APl is the only national trade association representing all facets of the oil and natural gas industry, which
supports 10.3 million U.S. jobs and nearly 8 percent of the U.S. economy. API’s more than 625 members
include large integrated companies, as well as exploration and production, refining, marketing, pipeline, and
marine businesses, and service and supply firms. They provide most of the nation’s energy and are backed by

a growing grassroots movement of more than 45 million Americans.
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