Vinyl Chlort

By TIM O’'BRTIEN
Y/ashington Post
WASHINGTON — The American plastics industry has warned
that preposed government rules to slash viny! chloride levels in
factories to minimize the danger of cancer could cost the nation
up to 2.2 million jobs and $30 billion in annual production.

Anton Vittone, president of B.F. Goodrich Chemical Co. and
an official of the Society of the Plasics Industry, said the
proposed health rules could virtually shut down his industry.

Vittone appeared at a public hearing with scores of other
industry rcpresentatives to oppose implementation of new
rp;u!aaior.s, which- would limit factory air levels of vinyl
chloride 1o less than one part per million — so small as to be
undctectable.

Meanwhile spokesmen for two Painesville' Twp. plants in-
‘ved in the production of plastics have also warned that en-
reements of “‘zero’” standards would put thc'n out o[ business,

The two plants are Untroyal Inc., 720 Fairport- Nurscry Rd.,
aud Robintech Inc., 786 Hardy Rd.

Both plants have been involved in government studies to
determine whether any of their employcs may be in danger
from exposure to vinyl and polyvinyl at the plants.

So far no workers have shown any signs of the discase and
both plants have initiated more stringent safety regulanons to
protect workers.

In recent months, vinyl chloride — a key chemical in the
manufacture of many plastics — has been linked to a rare form
of cancer called angicsarcoma of the liver. The evidence has
been rapidly accumulating.

Within the past two weeks, testified Dr. Marcus M. Ke;y of the
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National Institule for Qceupaticnal Safety and Health, “we have
identified two deaths from angiosacoma of the liver in men
employed at plants utilizing polyvinyl chloride to fabricate other
products.”

Key said seven cases have been reported at a B.F. Goodrich
plant in Kentucky, three cases 2t a Goodyear plant in New York,
two cases in a Union Carbide plant in West Virginia and one case
in a Firestone plant in Pennsylvania. Of the thirtcen reported
cancer cases linked to vinyl chloride, only three victims remain
alive, he said.

Tn addition, experimental studies conducted by Industrial Bio-
Test Laboratories of Northbrook, Ill., and by Prof. Cesire
Mzltoni of Bologna, Italy, have strengthened the belicf that
vinyl chloride causes cancer.

* In a just relcased telegramn to John Stender, head of the

tional Safety Health Administration in the Department
altoni reporled that vinyl chloride produced
“zymbal pland curcinomas, nephroblastomas, angiosacrconins
of liver and other siles, skin carcinomas and probably
hepatoinas and neuroblastomas’ in rats,

In another experiment, Maltonl sald, more than 60 mice were
cxposed to 50 parts-per-millien of vinyl chloride for seven
months. After 49 weeks of dosage, he sald, “vwe have observed
nine mammary carcinomas, two liver fxbrn-angmmas and twa
subcutaneous angiomas.”’ .

Based on the Maltoni and Bio-Test Lahoratory experiments,
plus the known cases of liver cancers in humans exposed to vinyl
chloride, the Occupational Safety and Health Administration
concluded that ‘‘our present judgment is that vinyl chloride is a
carcinogenic agent.”

.In April,‘Lhc agency issued an emergency standard limiting
vinyl chloride air levels to 50 parts-per-miltion — the same daily
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dosage administered to Maltoni’s m.ice, Now the sgency
proposes to reduce ailowable vinyl chioride air levels to leag
than one part per million, the so-called “no detectanle level”
standard.

A key objection ﬁ:om the plastics and chemical industry is the
feasibility of meeting the ‘no detectable level” stancard.

“Such. a commitment cannot be accomplished overnight
since, in certain areas, the technology for accomplishing it is, as
yet, not developed, and when developed, facilities must oc in-
stalled requiring time for engineering, procurement ead ine

stallation,” Vittone said.

Ralph L. Hardirg, Jr., president of the plastics association,
said the companies ““are sincerely concerned with providing all
appropriate and necessary safeguards.

They have alrcady achieved substantial Improvement in their
aperations...Nobody has to remind them of their responsibilities
* 1o their fellow workers."

The plastics assoclation cited a study by the Arthur D, Littls
company of Cambridge, Mass.: “An immediate shutdows of elt
polyvinyl chloride resin plants in the United States and the
subsequent unavailability of PVC resin could resull in a loss of
1.7 to 2.2 million jobs In consuming and related industries and a
loss of domestic production value of $65 to 120 billion annuall~ "

Vinyl chloride goes into the manufacture of such diverse
products as sporting goods, packages, phonograph records,
electrie insulation, floor tiles, clothing and paints.

* While fewer than 7,000 American workers are directly L»
volved in making vinyl chloride and turning it into polyvinyl
chloride, scientists suspect that hundreds of thousands of
associated workers may be exposed to the danger. Dr. Irving J.
Selikoff, who was instrumental in linking astsstos to cancer,
said "the hazard might not stop at the factery gate but..might
invade workers' homes and the neighberhoods about vinyl
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\WASHINGTON — Leadfree gasoline will bee needed for
-atalyst-equipped 1975 autornobiles soon to reach the market,
thes latest pollution control deyices are supposed to permil an

wverag e 10 per cent better fuel econony than 1974 cars, Also, the
onmental Protection Agency estimates that such leadiree
will save motorists $45 per year in maintenance costs.

All these relztive savings sound promising until one lecks
_.at what the Federai Energy Administration (FEA) may {ry to
oif in deciding at what price leadfrea gas will be sold at the
LN,

UNTIL EARLY this month, leadfree gas was selling at an
average of four cents per gallon over regular, compliments of
the 1ndustry - indentured FEA, There was no opportunity for
public cornment, But with a major leadfree gas market of 1973
cars on the horizon, the FEA cranked up its decision - making
process. It gave the pubhc just ten days in June to comment on a
rermanent premium pricing policy for leadfree gasoline
beginning July 1, 1874. The ctakes for 1375 car buyers are
several hundred millions of dellars.

Qur Publle Interest Research Group and Consumers Union
submitied the consumer’s case in a June 10, 1374 letier to FEA
chiet, John Sawhill. Three studles were cited to show that there
wos no justification for sllowing leadfree gas {o be priced above
regular gas.

One of these studies, an Arthur D, Little, Inc. analysis for the
Environmenta! Protection Agency, concluded that “through
1576 there is no net economic penalty (cents per gallen).” To
translate, that means the oil industry can produce leadfree gas
for the same price as leaded gas at equal octane.

In recent years, motorists have complained to us about the
prlce differences between the two types of gasoline, When
‘eaded gas came along many years ago, the price went up. Now,
the oil companies want to charge the same price as for premium
for taking the lead out of gaoloine.

Consumers lcan appreciate why the multibillien dollar cor-
porations are fighting to keep the Senate from approving an

effective consumer protection bill this month after taking note -

of the following passage from the aforementioned letter to Mr.
Sawhill;

The Federal Energy Ofiice has not cited a single report or
presented a single fact in support of its proposed premium
pricing policy for 91 RON lead free gasoline,

Whe fizhts fer the consumer in Washington? Cettainly, not the
FEA, and it won't be the proposed consumer protection agency
if the radical reactionarics such as Senators James Allen, Sam
Nunn and William Brogk could have their way.

Crows Chased

Ralph Nader

FORTUNATELY, on the leadfree gasoling matter, FEA

<backed down from its policy of allowing lead{ree fuel to be

priced at the samie level as premium, For the month of July, it
announced that leadfree gas could only be sold for an ¢xtra one
cent over regular. There was no question but that the June 10th
letter, its cited studies, was a decisive factor in turning
FEA partially around. If FEA holds to its decision for the
coming year, motorists in 1975 cars will save $300 million (the
difference betweenr a four cent and a one cent increase.)

But the FEA is mercly in a tactical retreat to give the oil in-
dustry an opportunity to regroup for a second try. FEA has
declared that its one cent pricing decision was good only tem-
porarily. It has issued an invitstion for further industry and
public comment for another post-July ruling on the permitted
price of leadfree gasoline. Oil industry data submitted to the
FIZA for higher prices can be allowed to stay secret. This means
that consurner groups will not be able to anatyze and question
this self-scrving material, And it is not likely that the FEA, its
staff swellen with former oil industry officials and like minded
former big business personnel, is going to fight against further
inflation and further consumer pouging.

To all this struggle over FEA's pricing policy, the public
health ons behind leadfree gas showdd not be forgotien. Lead
in gasolie cconnts for 90 per cent of all airhorne lead or about:
200,000 tons per year. Extensive surveys of urbaa children,
exposed to auto lead emissions, reveal that about 25 per cent of
them have blood Jead levels at or above the level considered
unsafe by the Environmental Protection Agency.

Jekn Sawhill, who recently took over as head of the Federal
Energy Administration in Washington, D.C., works everyday in

a burcaucratic cocoon surrounded by industry lobbyists. He *

needs to hear from the people. Write him your complaints and
suggestions about gasoline prices and other energy matters. At
age 37, he’s still young enough to learn. .
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chloride-polyvinyl facilities, (and) that transport%r;d storage
; B yive . wH

Larle I, Websler, n.pchnung live campiing Hul.
chemical to produce conveyer belts, warn:sd of a "“s:r.ong
economic disaster” in"the event the xule is implementcd. He
urged the Occupational Safety and Health Adrajristratics %o
“'temper your decision.”

A Labor Department environmental impuct stater.cut
disputed the industry prediction of massive ecaoncmic
dislocations, While noting that sume marginal firms may ba
affected, the report said there is no evidence that the health
rules will eliminate the production or use of vinyl chloride,

" And the AFL-CIO called the Industry’s economic warning a
form of blackmall, charging that the chemical companies have
ignored “ovuwho.lming medleal evidence about the vinyl
chlorlde danger.

United Rubber workers President Peter Bormmarito sald the
AFL-CIO supports the “no detectable level” standard, even at
risk of losing some jobs.

The plastxcs industry Is propoalng exposure standards that
become gradually tougher over time, but which would still
reimain more lenient than the government's “no detzclabla
leyel” requirement. The publlc hearings resume today at the

. Labor Department.

Three Students

on Dean’s List

Three area students have
been named to the dean's list
at Adrian College in Michigan,

Pyramid

your savings

They are Carol Boyer of

and Deborah Laymon of
Painesville. '
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