FILE NAME: Ford (FD)

DATE: 1970 Jan 28

DOC#: FDO15

DOCUMENT DESCRIPTION: Letter to Dr. Selikoff, Mt. Sinai School of
Medicine



intra Company

Jamary 28, 197C

Smulariar Tons O Saltkeff, Y, 2,

Yormt Sinal School of Medicine of the Caiy Tivessity of Iov JTork
stk Avamue and 10C Streat

Bou York, Haw York 10CZ9

Dear Frofeasor Selixoflll

1 hav: been askad to 833933 the loportsnce of hrale lining
paterial as an alr pollutant, Most of the concern has %o do vith the
asbestos which couprises something 1iks ooe-belf of tho lining watarisl,
1 am awvars of tha paper by Jercmiah . Lynch, J, Air Poll. Control
asios. 18, €24 (196 which purports to shov that ths asbestos unlergoes
a poteoorphoils to a mimeral of i ffarant structure, but I understan.
that you bave misglvings about the assumpilon that all asbestos fibers
a=: largo ecough to b 33=2n at the mgnification used in Lynch's paper.
Anuthsr polat, it soems to me, 13 whether the metamorphosis reoders the
material iess malignant a3 for as physiological action {3 concerned,
but as far a3 I kaow thore 13 no informetion about this,

Whst do ywu thirk about this ajutation? Do you knov of &y
evidence thot tho material abradsd from brakes is acy 44fferent in
1ts effect on the lungcs than the matorial stirred up in the btuiliing
trpde3? liaybe ve shoull copsiier mmning some oxperiments %o deternins
size3 of asbestos fibers as foun: in the undamnged lining material, o
porbaps repsat Lynca'a work with the far higher magnification &
to u3, :

I =233ed v .0 Ll here, A3 you pr:’ *Y¥ knov, 1t made
quite en impact on those who were present, abe folicvlng day whxs 1
returnsd to the lab, everybody was tellins me. about ths talk so I
qupross I coul! say that I did hear it trenscribed, Onc of the points
I upiarstan! to bave bean male (I thénk I bad heard it first froa
Dr, Woinstock when be cama back froa a Gordon Conference last year)

PRCPERTY CF
FCRD MCTOR CONPANY

- 8L

iy =~

PRONUCED BY FORD



Intra Company

-2- Jumary 28, 1970

1s that the groas amount of asbostos used in brake lining is much
soaller than the apmmt thit is wasted in the budlding trades, I
voul. Lka tc ko poso ebgat this, thetl 14, hov this comclusicn vas
reachsd (uhat the mmbers were and where they came from, anl so forth),

korthing you can do that would help me form an informed
opinfen en ‘. . .bject of bmmkes wouli bo much apprsciated,

I bhoje to hoar from you soti,

Sincerely yours,

¥illiar R, Plersos

Cheristry Department
Scientific Rosearch Staf?
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