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FC-143 FLUOROSURFACTANT

(Ref.: Letter, A. A. Wright to M. R. Warden, same subject, 10/29/79)

Ihe reference letter Tevievs information on FO-143, a 3 Company product,
oad at Berierebute. in Teflon® dispersion which in cura 18 used in Teflon® opera-
eo Perruince.” Blood tests on employees who work with FC-L43 shoved up to
oe amie. fluorine in JH eaployees sad up to 22 pp dn Parkersburg en
Teofonbead to a general backgroud level of less than 1 pps. Ko sdveres
Bee cen detected in any of the exposed people. Tests at Haskell
Beoe tvesied that FC.143 readily penetrates the skin of animals and causes
arma in heavy doses may cause death. Tn view of this information,
re ae oe mo anaiyee blood samples fron a small group of Spruance employees

eo er Fo-143 exposure &n Spinning and Finishing and a control gro.

he analyses of blood samples vere carried out ac Jackson Laboratory by
he san seman oat analysed samples from Parkersburg. The results are shown belo:

Flvortne, ppm
seplogee Age Ares Tom (0 Doogesic omeeic

37 spta. 0.3% 0.21 0.13
58 spin. 0.41 012 0.29
25 spin. 0.18 0.11 0.07
2 spin. 0.23 0.15 0.08
3 Ha 0.35 0.15 0.20
% Ha 018 - 0.18 0.00
3% comet 0.21 0.20 0.01
2 control 0.18 0.16 0.04
3% Control 0.18 01s 0.03 2
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These results indicate that there is no significant exposure to FC-143.
. This view is supported by personnel from Haskell Laboratory, Jackson Laboratory

and the Parkersburg plant, who consider that blood levels of organic fluorine
Below 1 ppm are not significant. Therefore, ve plan no further analysis of
blood samples from Spruance employees.

To ensure continued protection of personnel against exposure to FC-143,
operating procedures will continue to be based on no skin contact with Teflond
Sepersion. No special precautions are required for yarn handling. In routine
periodic audits of operating area conditions and practices, special attention
S111 be given to those factors which protect employees against exposure to FC-143.
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