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. Wference is made to your letter o 0 May . /3.
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1| ees Flease Clni enclosed a Lish o exper' . wno have been favito 1 to the above
! montlioe -t wWorking Group,
! Mo aeleedion of PO ln the group ol L bdgraest crioclty for crepnrallon of
eriterls doe t5 wan omade after ‘e ol lowimr u,,yl':xl.‘il'
| "pPol; 1 mipnenyls (PCBs) wud relaterl subgtaneces and iesurities,
e daeng . einlly four decades 2go, were noo ;) mmlly regard.. as hooxidous
i chom: o 3 roteLial onvironmental contominunt. despile icolated wocounts of

' oeenpitlonsily dinked 1llnesu, Serious lneciaonts such ar a case of larpe-sealu
ecntaminatlon of cooking oli in Japw in 1968, .lch .ilretel adverczely morc than

i 1000 persons, =nd a large-scale moctallty of fisu-or'ing birds in Great Lritaln in
t 1960 led Lo o mld .lnc:':a:c in the number of :tndleu on the distribution and
effeels of Mou. major uses ure for gapasds urg plastlelsers, carbonlesi:

duplicieblg popor, transformer flulds, lisleonlic flulb: and lubricants, and heat-
trancfor fluids. A number 2f Mhege uses coulriiose o ihe leakage 07 substantia

' amounts of' these hi Sopersiutent. Comiculs ale the covironmeul. Bolh lnverte-
! brates and fish sceumilate POVs Lo Levola 30 timea hiyzner than tiwse Ln

; the ambient witer. Piere 1o turther céocentreat lom within vorsebrats foud ejjalng,
i . gu that levelu in lop predecrs (i, sharkes, aella, o u'.) may be 107 - 109 tim |
| higher than the e in the ambics! wilet, Lob jopuln i jth mean levels ot v
. port por mllalon vpps . owdoLou Ve I sr Jevels (1.-800 gy
l . bave boca rejested in fish fror N ) contamir, ﬂf-' ...,._u)d watars,
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Toxicological studies of PCHs ure complleated by the fact that each product ;
consists of many isomers with potentially «ifferent toxicities. Reslducs of !
PCBs have been rcpesatedly demonstrated In humas and adlpose tlssue but work on Lhnl)'
uptake, retention, and excretion 3z Incomplete. Fow studies on metabolicm have
boen carried out and metabolites huv nob as yel beun ldentified althouph ring-
hydroxylated deplvates huve been reported in one suudy. PR are accumulated
slowly by vertebrates Lincluding man. Pl Llovels in some of the more contaminated
eco-systems exceed those requlred for demons'ratlon or an adverse cffect on repro-
duction in laboratory animals. Adverce coffects ou wild populations of cruul.m.emu,

rish and birds appear 1lkely, but or. 2I1£f1enlt to demonslrate ln the presence of
other pellutante.”
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The work of the World Health Organization in thi: fleld i: naturally coordinate |

with that of other UN ugencies like FAD and UNESCO and with other internctiomal :

organizations like OECD, all of which will be invited Lo participate in the working |

group va PCBs. In connexion with specific mariue pollutlon problems close contact
48 also maintained with ICES.

1 hope the Information given above will be sufficient to allow you to decide !
and obtain approval for your participation in the meeling in Brussels. As evident
from the invitution, I do feel that your experienco and cantribution would be
valuable four the work of tho group. T bope Lo sne you in Lirussels.
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